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College enrollment has 
declined for several years in 
Indiana and the trend con-
tinues, as outlined today 
in the state’s 2020 College 
Readiness Report. The new 
report from the Indiana 
Commission for Higher 
Education shows 61% of 
Indiana’s high school gradu-
ates in 2018 enrolled in post-
secondary education at the 
certificate, two-year and four-
year degree levels. This com-
pares to college-going rates 
of 63% in 2017 and 65% in 
2015.

“We have been keeping 
a sharp eye on this slow de-
cline for several years. What 
we have found is that histori-
cally, fewer people enroll in 
college when the economy 
is strong, choosing instead 
to enter the workforce,” said 
Indiana Commissioner for 
Higher Education Teresa 
Lubbers. “It is too early to 
tell if that trend will continue 
due to the coronavirus-relat-
ed downturn. However, for 
many Hoosiers who are out 
of work or considering a new 
career path, this is the time to 

re-skill or enhance their op-
tions with advanced educa-
tion.”

Though the college-going 
rate has declined, the re-
port also shows high school 
graduates who go to college 
after graduation are better 
prepared for higher learning 
than ever before. Just 9% of 
the class of 2018 required re-
mediation (additional classes 
or coursework to be able to 
take college-level courses), 
compared to 28  % of the 
class of 2014.

Also highlighted: The 

college-going rate for stu-
dents enrolled in the state’s 
early college promise pro-
gram, 21st Century Scholars, 
remains high at 86%. Grade 
point averages of the state’s 
college freshmen are going 
up, particularly for Black and 
Hispanic Hoosiers.

“Again and again, the 
data show the 21st Century 
Scholars program is one of 
the best tools we have for ed-
ucational equity in Indiana,” 
Lubbers said. “It is encour-
aging to see this positive 
momentum for low-income 

Hoosiers and students of 
color.”

High school graduates who 
earn the state’s Academic 
Honors Diploma are signifi-
cantly more likely to enroll 
in college, compared to the 
Core 40 and general diploma 
(91%, compared to 49% and 
15%, respectively).

Additionally, a majority 
of Hoosier students pursue 
some form of early college 
credit while in high school, 
with 64% of graduates in 
2018 earning dual credit or 
Advanced Placement credit. 

Of those students who earn 
any form of early college 
credit through an Indiana 
public college, nearly three-
quarters enrolled in college.

The report also shows more 
high school graduates are 
choosing to study Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM)-related 
programs than any other pro-
gram. This is also the only 
program area that grew year-
over-year for college-going 
high school graduates.

More high school gradu-

The Crown Point 
Community Library has an-
nounced no-contact curbside 
pickup for library materials, 
which began last week. The 
service will be available:
• Crown Point location: 
Monday-Friday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Winfield location: Tuesday 
and Thursday: 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

To request library materi-
als for curbside pickup:
• Place a hold via the li-
brary’s online catalog or 
call the library location by 
phone. When your items are 
available for pick-up, you 
will receive a notification, 
by text or email, or if you 
have opted out of notifica-
tions, the library will call 
you when your items are
available for pick up. 
• Only after you have re-
ceived the notification, from 
the library, should you arrive 
for curbside pick-up. 
• Pull into a designated curb-

side pick-up spot, call the 
library and notify the staff 
member of your parking 
spot number.
• Remain inside your ve-
hicle. 
• Library staff will bring 
your bagged items out to 
you and place them on the 
curbside pick-up sign.
• Library staff is following 
strict sanitation, hand-wash-
ing procedures, and wear 
masks/face shields while 
delivering your materials. 

Library materials can 
only be returned to our book 
drops. 
• All items are quarantined 
for three days before they 
are checked in, so you may 
still see items listed on your 
account after you return 
them.
• Any fines accrued dur-
ing the quarantine period 
are waived when they are 
checked in.
• Note that in severe weath-
er, curbside pick-up service 

may be suspended tempo-
rarily. Curbside pick-up is 
a new procedure, please be 
patient as we work through 
the logistics of this new li-
brary service.

The library asks their 
patrons to help in their ef-
forts to curb the spread of 
COVID-19 when using the 
curbside service. Please do 
not use this service if you 
are showing symptoms, have 
had a fever in the last 24 
hours, or otherwise think you 
may have or need to be tested 
for COVID-19.

As a reminder, the build-
ings remain closed to the 
public at this time, all in-
library programming and 
meeting room use is sus-
pended until further notice. 
Library leadership is careful-
ly considering and planning 
the necessary precautions to 
determine when we can re-
open to the community. We 
will communicate further in-
formation, regarding our re-

opening, as soon as possible. 
In the meantime, your dig-

ital library is always open. 
Free WiFi access in the 
parking lot at both locations, 
download books, access 

free databases, virtual pro-
gramming, and more. Visit 
www.crownpointlibrary.
org/2020/04/16/new-digi-
tal-services/ to learn about 
all the new library services 

available to the community 
during the building closure. 
Contact the Crown Point 
Library at 219-663-0270, 
contact the Winfield Branch 
at 219-662-4039.

Eighteen Chess Club 
members from St. Mary 
Catholic Community School 
recently participated in a vir-
tual chess tournament. After 
elimination rounds, nine 
semi-finalists competed in 
the final round.

All students played well, 
but three achieved first place 
within their age groups. In 
the 6th to 8th grade division, 
Emily Jen earned the top 
spot. In the 4th to 5th grade 
division, John Mouser was 
victorious. Finally, among 
the 3rd grade and under par-

ticipants, Joseph Mullally 
won top honors. St. Mary’s is 
grateful to the Walsh family 
for sponsoring the tourna-
ment and is very proud of all 
the students that participated.

St. Mary Catholic School 
was opened in 1872. The 
school offers grade levels 
Junior Pre-Kindergarten (for 
three-year-olds) through 
eight and is the largest school 
in the Diocese of Gary. St. 
Mary’s faculty teaches a rich 
curriculum supported by 
leading-edge technology. All 
students are encouraged to 

participate in extracurricular 
activities such as Academic 
Team, Chess Club, 
Geography Bee, Spanish 
Club, Science Olympiad, 
Scouts, Environmental Club, 
WSMW News Cast, a full 
slate of athletics and more. 
St. Mary’s is currently ac-
cepting applications for new 
students for the 2020-2021 
school year.

To learn more about en-
rollment visit www.stmary-
cp.org/school.

St. Mary’s Chess Club competed in a virtual tournament

Joseph Mullaly 

Crown Point Community Library now offers ‘no contact’ curbside pick-up

High school graduates are better prepared, but more need higher education

Emily Jen John Mouser

Library Board of Trustee member Vicky 
Klein picking up library materials at the 
Crown Point Library.
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4 in 10 teens have experienced online harassment. Victims of cyber-bullying 
experience low self-esteem, depression, and even thoughts of suicide.

Cyber-bullying puts its victim’s lives in jeopardy.
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Got stuff for the paper?
News and Event Submissions

Community events and news items should be submitted 
through our website at www.winfieldamerican.com. 

News and event items are published free-of-charge as 
editorial space and time permits. Submission does not 

guarantee placement. For guaranteed placement of your 
community event promotion please visit our website at 

www.winfieldamerican.com or call our office at 219-662-8888 
to place a paid advertisement.
Classified Ad Placements

Place and pay for your classified ads online at
www.winfieldamerican.com.

(School from Pg. 1)

Robert Bates is a survi-
vor. The Hoosier native was 
a young man, serving as an 
army air corps mechanic in 
WWII when the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. Mr. Bates 
was one of only three men 
from his company to survive 
the attack on that fateful day.

Returning home to Indiana 
after the war, Robert raised 
a family and devoted his 
career to serving others as 
a postal worker. He first 

came to American Village, 
part of American Senior 
Communities, in 2011 for 
rehabilitation and he returned 
to the campus in 2015 as a 
long-term care resident.

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic spread through com-
munities across the nation, 
Robert was not spared. 
Having tested positive for 
COVID-19, he recently spent 
weeks in the VA Hospital, 
Indianapolis battling double 
pneumonia at 98 years of 

age. Once cleared to re-
turn home, he rejoined his 
American Village family in 
recovery mode. According to 
Director of Nursing, Ashley 
Collins, “Robert has never 
given up his fight and he is 
getting stronger every day.”

Ashley and Robert are 
close friends; as Robert’s 
CARE Companion, Ashley 
regularly joins him for break-
fast where they often talk 
about Colts football, their 
shared passion. Returning to 

American Village after his 
COVID battle, Robert had 
lost both weight and strength 
but thanks to the dedication 
of his American Village team 
of care givers, he is making 
wonderful progress on his 

road to recovery.
Under the guidance of oc-

cupational and speech thera-
pists, Robert is regaining his 
appetite and working on his 
mobility. He’s affectionately 
referred to as ‘Paw Paw’ by 
those closest to him and hear-
ing “Paw Paw, you can do it!” 

always makes Robert give his 
best effort. When asked how 
he’s survived his recent bout 
with COVID, Robert hum-
bly says, “God and the love 
of my family keep me going 
every day. Life is a blessing 
and I still have some living 
to do!” 

Indiana Pearl Harbor survivor conquers COVID-19

ates who went straight to 
college after graduation in 
2018 pursued a four-year de-
gree than in the previous year 
(71%, compared to 69%); 
over a quarter of high school 
graduates pursued a two-year 
degree.

Additionally, the  percent-
age of students pursuing cer-
tificates, including short- and 
long-term workforce certifi-
cates, has increased by over 
50% since 2012.

The Commission’s new 
strategic plan, Reaching 
Higher in a State of Change, 
outlines numerous policy 
positions and action areas to 
drive college-going access 
and success, including im-
proving completion rates and 
expanding the definition of 
“higher education” to include 
a full range of credentials 
– including short- and long-
term certificates, apprentice-
ships, two- and four-year de-

grees and more.
“It is more crucial than 

ever to emphasize the value 
of higher education. That 
includes ensuring students 
connect with the most ap-
propriate options for their 
futures, so that they persist 
and complete and are able to 
fully utilize the opportunities 
that come along with higher 
learning – whatever form it 
takes,” Lubbers said.

Registration for tackle 
football, cheer and dance are 
happening now for children 
aged 5 to 13. 

“Come on everybody and 
let’s make this season a great 
one for our kids,” said George 
Vargas, president. “If your 
son or daughter wanted to try 

a new sport or return to the 
sport they love then register 
now.” 

Season begins August 1. 
Practices for football will 
take place at Boone Grove 
Middle School and Cheer 
and Dance will take place at 
Hebron Middle School. You 

can register online at www.
jr-wolves.com.

Registration ends June 13.
Contact George Vargas 

with any questions at 
jrwolvespresident@gmail.
com or call/text at 219-241-
9371.

Indiana’s state parks and 
state forests are looking 
for volunteers to serve 
as campground hosts in 
exchange for free camping 
during their service.

Hosts work a minimum 
of 20 hours per week. The 
volunteer period varies at 
respective sites, based on the 

number of applicants and 
the amount and type of work 
required.

Properties are looking for 
dedicated campers who enjoy 
working outdoors, with the 
public and with DNR staff. 

A complete list of hosting 
duties is at www.on.IN.
gov/DNRCampgroundHost 

or potential applicants can 
contact the property at which 
they would like to serve as 
host.

Completion of a volunteer 
application is required 
to apply. Download a 
volunteer application 
form at www.on.IN.gov/
INStateParksVolunteer.

Pop Warner Jr. Wolves football, cheer, and 
dance registrations underway; deadline June 13

Campground hosts needed at state parks and forests
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I’d like a robot that looks like me!

     Have you heard about 
NASA’s Mars Exploration Program? 
Robots, like this one, are sent to 
Mars. They help scientists study 
the planet by sending photos and 
data from Mars to Earth.

                    A simple “robot” is an automatic machine that will 
complete an easy task, such as a microwave oven and dishwasher. 
Follow the color key to see a smart “robot” that people use to vacuum:

     Here are some favorite and famous robots  
from cartoons, toys and real life! Can you 
match each one to its definition?

                                                                                                   At this competition the 2 robots must find the house with the candle flame inside it and put out
       the flame. To get there, each robot must find its way “in and out” of the other 4 rooms first. Can you help each robot find its way through the maze?
Robot Fire-Fighting Competition!

 I’m not 
cleaning 
Chitter’s 
  room!

   Don’t ask 
me to do your 
  homework!

     Are you ready for 
robots? A lot of the 
robots we see on 
TV or in movies are 
played by human 
actors. Remember 
C-3PO and R2-D2 
from the movie 
Star Wars? Many 
are computer generated 
robots. But, more and 
more “real” robots – that 
can help humans directly – 
are being built 
and put to use.

         

 
                1. working, moving or acting by itself
                 2. machine that automatically does a job
                 3. set of directions put into the computer 
                     to tell the robot what to do
                 4. business, work that produces things  
                     we use, such as cars and bicycles
                  5. field of work designing, building robots
                  6. the “brain” of the robot
                  7. able to move from place to place
                  8. fun stories that show how a real or 
                      imagined scientific thing such as a 
                      robot might change our way of life

Can You Figure it Out?
     Check out my robot! Can you fill  
in the number where he has:
1. cameras for eyes
2. feet for moving from place to place
3. computer “brain” area; panel for repairs 
4. bendable, flexible arms to reach 
    and stretch
5. microphones for ears to pick up sound
6. a loudspeaker for “talking”

Ready for Robots?
ts?

Is There A Robot in Your House?

Phew!

Beep!...Identify 
   These Robots

computer

robotics

mobile

1 2
3

4 5
6

7

8

    I was 
built by robots 
in a factory.

science fiction
automaticrobot

program

industry

     The kind of robot I really want is only found in 
science fiction stories and movies. Most robots 
that exist today are used in industry to make cars or 
other items. Some are used to paint or pack items. 
     Robots in movies often look like humans, while  
real-life factory robots usually have only one big 
arm to do the work they are built to do.
     Robots have computers for “brains.” People 
can program them with a set of directions to
“teach” them a job. If something goes wrong, 
robots can’t teach themselves how to fix it – yet!

       Fill in this puzzle to show how much 
   you know about robots:

     I’m bored, and tired 
of doing the same 
chores over and over.  
I want a...Robot...so I 
can tell it what to do!
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A. robot dog that can play
    fetch and recognize you
B. colorful robots that you
     can build and program yourself
C. medical robot in “San Fransokyo” who
     wears a suit of armor to save the day
D. car-sized robot that helps NASA
    explore space and complete
    its science missions
E. robots from the planet Cybertron that 
    can take the shape of cars or airplanes
F. real-life walking and talking robot, 
   can climb stairs or serve you drinks

1. Baymax 
    (Big Hero Six)

2. Mars “Curiosity” rover

3. Asimo (Honda)

4. Chip (by WowWee)

5. Mindstorms (by Lego)

6. Transformers

B = Bright Blue
D = Dark Blue
G = Dark Gray
LG = Light Gray

K = Black
W = White
Y = Yellow

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com
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I’d like a robot that bakes desserts!

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-19
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NEW PATIENTS SEEN SAME DAY!
Visit our website at www.kauffmanchiros.com

7620 E 109th • Winfield • 662.9855

100 W 84th Dr. • Merrillville • 736.7363

1ST DAY coNSulT
& ExAM

$20KAuFFMAN
cHIRoPRAcTIc

Down to 
Earth
trEE

SErvicE
 663-5630
 

Out on a limb for 
you since 1992

Firewood/
Snowplowing

BURNSURN
Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:
• A gift of love for your family

• Provides you with peace of mind

• Is a compassionate means of 
helping your loved ones during one 
of the most difficult times of life.

Family Owned for 104 YearsOn-Premises 
Crematory

Serving 
Winfield/LOFS 

Since 1985.

CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway

Crown Point
769-0044

HOBART
701 E. 7th Street

Hobart, IN
942-1117

Celebrating Life

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

108110112

University of Saint Francis 
President Sister M. Elise 
Kriss, OSF, recently sent an 
update to students, faculty 
and staff about the univer-
sity’s plan to return to on-
campus instruction this fall. 
Her letter outlines the details:

Dear Students, Faculty and 
Staff:

As we conclude the 2019-
2020 academic year, we all 
recognize that it was a chal-
lenging and unprecedent-
ed spring semester due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Because of the dedication 
and hard work of everyone in 
the University of Saint Francis 
community – students, faculty 
and staff – we were able to 
quickly transition to remote 
instruction immediately after 
spring break. This mode of 
learning will continue through 
the summer sessions. Thanks 
again for your creativity and 
persistence in this effort.

We plan to return to on-
campus, classroom instruc-
tion with the fall semester and 
we look forward to welcom-
ing our new and returning 
students to campus in August. 
This decision is predicated, 
of course, on following the 
guidelines and recommen-
dations of federal, state and 
local health and government 
authorities. On-campus, face-
to-face instruction might look 
different than it did prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The world has changed, and 
higher education is no excep-

tion. USF is committed to ad-
justing to this “new normal” 
and implementing the most 
efficient and productive ap-
proaches to provide our stu-
dents with the high-quality 
education for which the uni-
versity is known.

USF will pursue the best 
ways possible to provide for 
the educational needs of our 
students as well as the health 
and safety of everyone on the 
USF campus. We have all 
learned to practice social dis-
tancing and to take other pre-
cautionary measures to deal 
with the pandemic. We will 
continue to follow the recom-
mendations for best practices 
provided by health profes-
sionals. For example, the use 
of face coverings may be re-
quired at times, and there will 
likely be a limit to the number 
of people who can gather in 
a single place. The empha-
sis on regular disinfecting of 
USF facilities will also con-
tinue. Should a student, fac-
ulty or staff member contracts 
COVID-19, we will have the 
appropriate protocols in place 
to deal with this situation in 
conjunction with local health 
authorities.

Providing high-quality 
instruction to our students 
remains our most essential 
work. Being on campus with 
access to our state-of-the-art 
facilities and laboratories will 
benefit our students in achiev-
ing their academic goals. It is 
vital that they have the best 

learning environment pos-
sible in order to thrive. They 
are the future researchers, 
medical personnel, business 
leaders and community lead-
ers who will be at the fore-
front of positive change in 
our communities, our state, 
our country and the world.

Many of you stepped for-
ward during this crisis to 
serve our students and one 
another in many new ways. 
Those actions reflect your 
commitment to our mission 
and values, and they send a 
strong message about how 
dedicated the USF communi-
ty is to make the world a bet-
ter place. We are proud and 
grateful for what you have 
accomplished during these 
difficult times.

Please join me in prayer for 

University of Saint Francis plans to 
return to on-campus instruction this fall

(See USFPg. 6)
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• Tree trimming
• Tree removal
• Stump removal
• Fertilization

Certified Tree Care
“Generations of Experience”

John Arthur Manning
Owner
ISA Certified Arborist-IN-1449A

Licensed . Bonded . Insured . Call 219.226.1223

TREEMAN517@AOL.COM

COMPLETE  RANGE  OF  TREE  CARE  SERVICES

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE

219-663-3306

Clemons' Tree Experts

Residential & Commercial

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service

Licensed * Bonded * Insured

30+ Years Of Reliable Service & Experience
Buckled Walls Repaired or Replaced • Basement/Foundations Built Under Exisiting Homes

Floor Leveling/ House Raising or Leveling • Rusted Joint And Beam Repair
Sill Plate, Face Plate & Joists

Free
estimates!

Ask For Don

219.644.7644 • 219.956.3355 • 219.789.2232
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

www.donsfoundationrepair.com

Personal Checks

DON’S
FOUNDATION REPAIR

Rotted JoistRotted Joist

www.donsfoundationrepair.com

FREE
ESTIMATES!

219.956.3355

Buckled Walls Repaired or Replaced • Basement/Foundations Built Under 
Existing Homes • Floor Leveling/House Raising or Leveling • Rotted Joist and 

Beam Repair • Sill Plate, Face Plate, & Joists • Egress Window Installation
35+ Years of Reliable Service & Experience

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 

WE BUY
GOLD

Serving Northwest Indiana for 45 Years
Always buying Coin Collections, Stamp Collections, Old Gold & Silver

On the web: www.knightcoin.com

.999 Fine
3434 Ridge Rd. • Lansing, IL

(708) 895-9339

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. • Hobart, IN

(219) 942-4341

Serving Northwest Indiana for 52 Years

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. • Hobart, IN

219-942-4341

53

YOUR AD HERE
CALL

219-662-8888

General Classifieds
Submit your general classified ad or real estate classified 
ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com. 
Handyman Services
LOFS/Winfield, carpentry, decks, deck repair, windows, 
doors, drywall, painting, remodeling, repairs, and more! 
Call Gregg 219-286-2523. Over 30 years experience! (939)
Help Wanted – Home and Office Cleaning 
Crown Point and Munster. Permanent positions available 
with an established home and office cleaning company. 
We have openings for home cleaning positions weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and office cleaning positions early 
evenings and Saturdays. Low stress, easy dress code, 
active relaxed work. Valid drivers license, reliable car 
required. Must agree to a criminal background and drug 
test. Earn $9 to $12 per hour with possible advancement 
to trainer, estimator, and field supervision. We are hiring 
for our Crown Point and Munster locations. For details call 
Constant Clean Maid Service in Crown Point at 219-662-
6243 or in Munster at 219-836-2650. (950)
Help Wanted – Automotive Technician
In an effort to increase our level of service to our customers, 
Crown Point Auto Repair is adding technicians to our 
team. If you know of, or have friends or family that you feel 
would be a good addition to the Crown Point Auto Repair 
team, have them stop in at 1510 N. Main Street, Crown 
Point, IN, and talk to Bill. Or call the shop at 219-663-1847 
or Bill’s cell at 708-305-3666 for an appointment. (950)
Fire Force Volunteers Requested
Lakes of the Four Seasons Volunteer Fire Force, which 
serves LOFS, Winfield, Winfield Township, and the WPTFP 
district, is always in need of more dedicated volunteers to 
join our ranks. Want to help your community by giving 
back through service? Please call 219-662-7576 and speak 
with Chief Gikas, or he may be e-mailed at chief@lofsfire.
com. (950)

(USF from Pg. 5)

all who have been impacted 
by COVID-19 around the 
world, and for all of us in our 
university community as we 
prepare for 2020-2021 aca-
demic year. Our enrollment 
projections for the fall look 
good now, but time will tell. 
We are very excited about the 

opportunity to connect in per-
son with our new and return-
ing students.

All updates related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic will 
continue to be available at 
the University News site at 
www.news.sf.edu/category/
coronavirus.

Individuals interested 
in becoming qualified as 
Community Hunting Access 
Program (CHAP) deer 
hunting coordinators are 
invited to attend this year’s 
training session on Saturday, 
July 11.

CHAP is designed 
to increase hunting 
opportunities for white-tailed 
deer in communities and 
help alleviate human/deer 
conflicts. CHAP is described 
in detail at www.wildlife.
IN.gov/9420.htm.

The training will run from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the DNR 
Fish & Wildlife Bloomington 

Field Office. Coordinators 
may be hired by communities 
applying for CHAP to 
implement safe deer hunting 
practices in various types 
of communities, parks, and 
terrains in accordance with 
the CHAP program. Training 
will cover topics including the 
biology of white-tailed deer, 
deer management options, 
and successful deer hunting 
in urban communities.

The training will be 
contracted through White 
Buffalo, Inc. An online 
portion of training will be 
required prior to attending the 
in-person training session. 

Training-session participants 
should come ready to 
participate and take notes. 
An outdoor field trip portion 
of the session is planned, and 
participants should come 
dressed appropriately for the 
weather, ready to caravan to 
the field trip location with 
their own lunches. Lunch 
will not be provided.

Registration is required for 
the event, and the deadline is 
Friday, June 26. Participation 
is limited to 20 people. To 
learn more and register, visit 
www.bit.ly/2THjFHM. 

Community deer hunting coordinator training 
offered July 11; registration deadline June 26

The DNR is asking pad-
dlers to report their wildlife 
observations while paddling 
Indiana waterways from 
June 1 to July 31.

Paddling is a great way to 
enjoy Indiana’s natural beau-
ty, observe wildlife, and con-
nect with nature, and DNR 
is hoping to collect more 
information about the wild-
life that frequents Indiana’s 
waterways. Hoosiers who 
paddle can collect informa-
tion that will help Indiana 
manage wildlife for future 
generations.

The Indiana Paddlecraft 
Wildlife Index compiles 
wildlife observations from 
people who use canoes, 
kayaks, or other non-mo-
torized paddlecraft around 
the Hoosier state. Volunteer 
paddlers can help by signing 
up to complete paddling trip 
postcards documenting the 
wildlife they observe while 
on the water.

The collected information 
will allow wildlife manag-
ers to estimate changes in 

key wildlife populations over 
time. With paddlers’ help, 
DNR may also gain insight 
into new locations where 
these species live.

Those interested can learn 
more or sign up to volunteer 
by visiting www.on.IN.gov/
Paddlecraftindex.

As campgrounds, inns, 
restaurants, park offices 
and nature centers reopen at 
Indiana State Parks, some 
other features that summer 
guests traditionally use at 
those and other DNR prop-
erties will open soon, while 
others will remain closed.

Rentable picnic shelters, 
recreation buildings and 
rally camps opened June 1 
for groups of 100 or fewer 
people, with social distanc-
ing. Property offices have 
reopened to members of the 
public who want to purchase 
passes, permits and fishing 
licenses.

The DNR’s public out-
door swimming pools will 
remain closed for the 2020 
summer season due to 
limitations in the ability to 
practice social distancing 
on the confined space of 
pool decks. Locations of 
those closed pools include 
Mounds, Prophetstown, 
Turkey Run, McCormick’s 
Creek, Spring Mill, Brown 
County, Versailles, Clifty 
Falls, O’Bannon Woods, 
Shakamak and Harmonie 

state parks, along with the 
pool at Cagles Mill Lake 
(Lieber State Recreation 
Area.

Even with pools closed 
there are many other places 
at DNR properties across the 
state to cool off on a hot day.

Most beaches, which have 
adequate space for guests to 
practice social distancing on 
the sand and in grassy areas 
in most locations, opened 
Memorial Day weekend and 
are great places to enjoy the 
water.

These are located at 
Pokagon, Potato Creek, 
Chain O’Lakes, Indiana 
Dunes, Ouabache, Lincoln, 
Whitewater Memorial and 
Summit Lake state parks, 
Cecil M. Harden (Raccoon 
SRA), Mississinewa, 
Monroe, Patoka, Brookville 
and Hardy lakes and Deam 
Lake and Starve Hollow 
SRAs and Ferdinand State 
Forest. The beaches at 
Cagles Mill (Lieber SRA) 
and Salamonie lakes will re-
open when the currently high 
water returns to safe levels.

Kayaks, canoes and pad-

dleboats provide an alterna-
tive option for water-based 
recreation. Some or all types 
of watercraft are available 
for rent at several park lo-
cations with lakes, includ-
ing Pokagon State Park and 
Trine SRA, as well as Chain 
O’Lakes, Lincoln, Ouabache, 
Potato Creek, Shakamak, 
Spring Mill, Summit Lake, 
Versailles and Whitewater 
Memorial state parks, and at 
Cagles Mill Lake (Cataract 
Falls SRA.) Boat rentals are 
also available at Ferdinand 
and Yellowwood state for-
ests, and Deam Lake and 
Starve Hollow, all of which 
are operated by the Division 
of Forestry. Marinas at 
Brookville, Cagles Mill 
(Lieber SRA), Cecil M. 
Harden (Raccoon SRA), 
Mississinewa, Monroe, 
Patoka and Salamonie lakes 
offer rental boats to explore 
the water.

For additional information 
about what is open or closed 
at DNR properties visit 
www.on.IN.gov/dnrcovid19.

The U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Federal 
Transit Administration re-
cently announced a $177.5 
million federal funding al-
location to two transit proj-
ects in Lake County and 
Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
projects are among 12 tran-
sit infrastructure investment 
projects across the country 
that are receiving part of a 
$891 million funding alloca-
tion as they advance toward 
readiness for a construction 
grant agreement. Funding 
is provided through FTA’s 
Capital Investment Grants 
Program.

“This $891 million in fed-
eral funding for our country’s 
public transit system will 
facilitate the ability of mil-
lions of Americans to access 
jobs and critical services,” 
said U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao.

The Indiana transit proj-

ects receiving a funding al-
location are the West Lake 
Corridor Commuter Rail 
Project in Lake County, 
Indiana, and the IndyGo 
Purple Rapid Transit Line in 
Indianapolis.

The West Lake Corridor 
Commuter Rail Project is 
a 7.8-mile southern exten-
sion of the Northern Indiana 
Commuter Transportation 
District’s (NICTD) existing 
South Shore Line commuter 
rail service between Dyer 
and Hammond in Indiana, 
and includes four new sta-
tions. FTA is allocating $100 
million in FY 2020 funds to 
the project.

The IndyGo Purple Rapid 
Transit Line is a 14.8-mile 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
line to be constructed by 
the Indianapolis Public 
Transportation Corporation 
(IndyGo) between downtown 
Indianapolis and downtown 

Lawrence. FTA is allocating 
$27 million in FY 2018 CIG 
funds and $50.5 million in 
FY 2019 CIG funds to the 
project, to complete the CIG 
funding request.

“These projects will 
help Lake County and 
Indianapolis improve ac-
cess to jobs and essential 
services for transit riders, 
and will help these areas 
recover from the impacts 
of COVID-19,” said FTA 
Acting Administrator K. 
Jane Williams.

Department of Natural Resources seeks 
volunteer paddlers for wildlife monitoring

Update on summer recreation opportunities at 
Department of Natural Resources properties

USDOT announces $177.5 million in funding for 
transit infrastructure projects, including Lake County
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Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 10/4/19

It’s Hip to Clip
Place your coupon in this section online!

www.winfieldamerican.com
Or call our office at

219-662-8888

Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/3/20

Located in Winfield/LOFS area. Now open under 
new ownership & accepting new enrollments!
www.kidzonewinfield.comKidZone

Childcare
Winfield/LOFS
219-226-4034

10% off your 1st week of childcare!

Expires 7/3/20 10762 Randolph Street, Winfield
219-661-2900

Must present coupon. offers 
cannot be coMbined. expires: 5/3/19

$2 OFF MEDIUM   $3 OFF LARGE 
Buy a Fiesta and receive a

FREE
small cheese pizza!

Expires 7/3/20

Expires 7/3/20

• Interior / Exterior Painting
• Residential / Commercial

• Free Estimates
• 3rd Generation of Service

• Licensed  & Insured
• Serving Winfield & LOFS!

Call Brian at
219-306-6648

Conveniently located in Merrillville,
Valparaiso, Schererville, and Munster.

Medicare Supplement Plans
Medicare Part D-Prescription Drug Plans
Medicare Disability Plans

219-736-7800
1-800-821-0604

Fred M. Ulayyet
Licensed Insurance Agent

SENIOR CARE
Insurance Services

Turning 65 or Older?
Get the best in Medicare

Supplement Insurance

219-736-7800
1-800-821-0604
www.scis.us • info@scis.us

Fred M. Ulayyet
Licensed Insurance Agent

Conveniently located in Merrillville, Valparaiso, 
Schererville, and Munster

FREE
Cooling

System Freeze
protection

Check

FREE
Fluids

Top-off

FREE
Wiper

Installation

CROWNPOINT AUTOVoted BEST in the Region!5 Years in a Row!

www.crownpointautorepair.com

Nationwide Warranty • Price Match Guarantee
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m.  -  5:30 p.m.

            1510 North Main Street

BEST Labor Rates • FREE Local Towing • FREE Loaner Vehicles

219-663-1847

SPRING TUNE-UP PACKAGE
 $50 OFF

Must present coupon. Most vehicles, some restrictions apply. See store for details. Expires: 7/5/20

MANAGED BY OWNER!

A/C RECHARGE & PERFORMANCE TEST
$6995

Includes 1lb of R134A Freon & Leak Detection Dye

Additional A/C Repairs 15% OFF
Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 7/5/20

Winfield     American

Must present coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 7/5/20

Winfield     American

(Regular $13995)

FREE 
Emission/Check Engine Light Diagnosis

Up to 1 hour (w/repairs)

Winfield     AmericanMost Vehicles, some restrictions apply. 
See Store for Details. Expires 7/5/20

“We’re OPEN and Here to Help!”
• Due to the current pandemic surrounding us,
   restricting you to your home, we offer:
• FREE Local Pick Up and Delivery of your Vehicle!
• Offering communication and payment over the phone
  & 30-60 days same as cash to qualified customers!

WE VALUE ALL OUR CUSTOMERS!

10% OFF
BRAKE SPECIAL

$9995
Per axle, includes pads or shoes, parts and labor

additional services may be required.
Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 7/5/20

Winfield     American

Let us scan your vehicle for any trouble codes, install new spark 
plugs, ignition wire, PCV valve, fuel filter, air filter, and fuel 

system service. (Prices may vary per vehicle.)

Senator Robert Kennedy was shot at the 
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles after winning 
the California presidential primary. Immediately 
after he announced to his cheering supporters 
that the country was ready to end its fractious 
divisions, Kennedy was shot several times by the 
22-year-old Palestinian Sirhan Sirhan. He died a 
day later.

In the summer of 1968, both the Vietnam War 
and the anti-war movement were peaking, 
especially after the Tet Offensive. Martin Luther 
King Jr. had been assassinated in the spring, 
igniting riots across the country. President Lyndon 
B. Johnson decided not to seek a second term in 
the upcoming presidential election.

After winning California’s primary, Kennedy 
was in the position to receive the Democratic 
nomination and face off against Richard Nixon 
in the general election.

As Rafer Johnson and Roosevelt Grier 
accompanied Kennedy out a rear exit of the 
hotel, Sirhan Sirhan stepped forward with a rolled 
up campaign poster, hiding his .22 revolver. He 
was only a foot away when he fired several shots 
at Kennedy.

Sirhan confessed to the crime at his trial and 
received a death sentence. However, since 
the California State Supreme Court invalidated 
all death penalty sentences in 1972, Sirhan has 
spent the rest of his life in prison.

www.history.com

This day in history
June 5, 1968

Park staff members were 
excited to see so many visi-
tors enjoying the outdoors 
over the recent Memorial 
Day weekend. And park in-
terpreters were there to greet 
them. With a lot of planning 
and creativity, park interpret-
ers maintained safe environ-
ments while still engaging 

with visitors and sharing the 
park’s stories.

Visitors can expect to see 
interpreters “on the move” in 
and around the nature cen-
ters, at historic sites, out on 
the trail, and other places.

All nature centers are 
staffed and open. Visitors 
are welcome to come inside 

to learn about the respective 
park’s natural and cultural 
stories. Most will have oc-
cupancy limits to achieve so-
cial distancing. If you have to 
wait your turn, we appreciate 
your patience.

Park interpreters will be 
offering in-person programs 
such as talks, hikes, and more 

in the upcoming weeks. You 
can find program details on 
the DNR Calendar at www.
calendar.dnr.IN.gov

Whether you visit indoors 
or out, the DNR hopes you 
find one of the park interpret-
ers. They are happy to see 
you and happy to share the 
park with you.

Department of Natural Resources has interpreters on the move

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has caused significant 
disruption and anxiety to 
individuals and the financial 
markets. Because fraudsters 
often try to capitalize on 
current issues and problems 
to promote their scams, 
Indiana Secretary of State 
Connie Lawson today issued 
an investor advisory on 
exempt securities offerings, 
also known as “private 
placements,” in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

A private placement is 
a securities offering that is 
not required by law to be 
registered with federal or 

state securities regulators. 
Private placements allow 
companies to sell stocks, 
bonds, or other securities to 
investors without completing 
the rigorous disclosures 
necessary in a registered 
offering.

Businesses raising capital 
through private placement 
offerings often have limited 
operating histories and 
frequently have modest 
revenues compared to larger 
public companies. They 
are not required to provide 
as much information to 
investors as public companies 
are required to provide under 

federal securities laws.
Private offerings made 

under Rule 506 are not 
reviewed by regulators 
and, as a result, there is an 
increased potential for fraud. 
The most recent enforcement 
statistics collected by the 
North American Securities 
Administrators Association, 
of which the Secretary of 
State is a member, identified 
private placements as one of 
the most frequent sources of 
enforcement actions by state 
securities regulators.

The advisory provides 
an overview of private 
placement offerings, the 

risks associated with 
these offerings, and the 
steps investors can take to 
minimize their risk of falling 
victim to fraudulent private 
placement offerings.

The full advisory is 
available on the agency’s 
website at www.in.gov/sos/
indianamoneywise/4127.
htm.

Before making any 
financial decisions, 
ask questions, do your 
homework and contact the 
Indiana Securities Division 
at 317-232-6681 for more 
information.

Indiana Secretary of State issues advisory to 
raise awareness of private offering risks
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WE CAN FIX ANYTHING!

• FREE RENTALS ON SITE
• CLAIM ASSISTANCE
• INSURANCE DIRECT REPAIR
• WRITTEN LIFETIME WARRANTY

24-Hour Towing (800)358-0122
www.TomAndEdsAutobody.com

Crown Point
10730 Broadway
219-661-8877

Merrillville
3111 W. Lincoln Hwy
219-736-0722

Schererville
1225 Birch Drive
219-322-5220

THE BEST IN NORTHWEST INDIANA & THE INDUSTRY!

& Towing

8130 Taney Place

Your wait is
MINUTES not hours!

Open 7 days a week
9am-9pm

We are the PINNACLE for the treatment of:

$25 SPORTS & SCHOOL PHYSICALS
Most Insurance Accepted • Walk-ins Welcome • No Referral Necessary
On-Site Digital Imaging Technology: MRI, CT Scans, & Digital X-Rays

• Back Pain
• Burns
• Colds
• Concussions
• Coughs

• Dehydration
• Ear Aches
• Ear Infections
• Flu
• Fractures

• Infections
• Lacerations
• Migraines
• Minor Cuts

• Pneumonia
• Sports Injuries
• Sprains/Strains
• Strep Throat

BREAST CENTER
NOW OPEN!

9301 Connecticut Dr. • Crown Point, IN 46307 • (219) 796-4150 • www.pinnaclehealthcare.net

We provide excellent care of your yard while safely 
removing tough trees. We use protective yard mats 
for our equipment, lower branches and logs with 
ropes to reduce damage to your yard, and clean up 
our mess as if we were never there.

Now serving Winfield, LOFS, and the surrounding areas!

• Tree Trimming 
and Removal

• Stump Grinding 

• Storm Damage
Clean-up

• Licensed, Bonded,
and Insured

• Call for a Free Estimate

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

The Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture is 
now accepting submissions 
for the 13th annual Indiana 
Agriculture Photo Contest. 
The contest is open to Indiana 
residents and was created 
to recognize the hard work 
and contributions of Hoosier 
farmers, as well as the beau-
ty of the state’s agricultural 
landscape.

“Indiana has some of the 
most breathtaking views and 
unique areas, and this contest 
is the perfect opportunity to 
showcase what you find most 
beautiful about our great state,” 
said Lt. Governor Crouch.

Participants are encour-
aged to submit photos that 
reflect the wide array of ag-
riculture. The categories pho-
tos can be entered under are:
• Conservation: Highlighting 
Indiana’s natural beauty with 
photos of landscapes, water 

and wildlife.
• Agritourism: This cat-
egory includes seasonal and 
agricultural destinations, 
orchards, wineries, farmers’ 
markets and produce.
• Faces of Agriculture: 
Featuring those who grow 
and produce food, fuel and 
fiber engaged in farming/
agricultural activities.
• On the Farm: Every build-
ing, piece of equipment or 
activity that is a part of life 
on an Indiana farm can be 
included.

In total, ten winners will 
be selected: two from each 
category and two overall. 
Winners will be invited to 
attend a special ceremony at 
the Indiana State Fair, where 
they will be recognized and 
receive certificates from Lt. 
Governor Suzanne Crouch 
and Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture Director Bruce 

Kettler. Contest winners will 
also have their photographs 
featured in the offices of the 
Lt. Governor’s Family of 
Business in Indianapolis.

“Agriculture touches each 
part of our state,” said Kettler. 
“Through your photo submis-
sions we can see the diversity, 
beauty and tradition that is 
Indiana agriculture.”

Contestants can submit up 
to five photos in digital for-
mat. Photos will be evaluated 
based on creativity, composi-
tion and category representa-
tion. Entries must be submit-
ted by 4 p.m. (CST) on June 
30, 2020.

Visit www.in.gov/
isda/2468.htm for entry 
forms, guidelines and criteria.

Indiana State Department of Agriculture 
photo contest highlights Indiana agriculture

Kindergarten registration still 
taking place for Porter Lakes

www.facebook.com/winfieldamerican

Porter Lakes Elementary 
is still taking names for stu-
dents for the 2020-21 kinder-
garten class. Children must 
be five years old by August 

1, 2020 to enroll. E-mail the 
school at carol.magurany@
ptsc.k12.in.us or leave a 
message at 219-306-8076.


