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Indiana State Fair Announces Third Wave of Free Stage Concerts for 2022
The Indiana State Fair unveiled the third wave of its
2022 list of scheduled concerts as a part of the Hoosier
Lottery Free Stage schedule,
July 29 through August 21
(Fair is closed Mondays and
Tuesdays). These include
Jesse McCartney, Travis
Tritt, Vixen & Autograph
and a series of tribute shows
on Thursdays. The Hoosier
Lottery Free Stage has become a summertime staple for
concert goers and music lovers. The lineup each year consists of some of music’s most
legendary acts and this year
is no exception. All shows
at the Hoosier Lottery Free

Stage are free with paid fair
admission and seating is firstcome, first-served. A limited
number of premium section
access tickets will also be
made available at a later time.
All shows start at 7:30 p.m.
EST, unless noted otherwise.
The 2022 Hoosier Lottery
Free Stage at the Indiana
State Fair schedule includes:
• Kansas - Friday, July 29
(opening day)
• Jesse McCartney Saturday, July 30
• We The Kingdom - Sunday,
July 31
• Chaka Khan - Wednesday,
August 3
• Gone 2 Paradise (Tribute to

Jimmy Buffett) - Thursday,
August 4
• Travis Tritt - Friday, August 5
• The Reverend Peyton’s
Big Damn Band - Saturday,
August 6
• Trace Adkins - Wednesday,
August 10
• Too Fighters (A Tribute to
Foo Fighters) - Thursday,
August 11
• KC & The Sunshine Band Friday, August 12
• El Dia de los Latinos en la
Feria del Estado de Indiana
presented by Radio Latina
(Latino-Fest at the Indiana
State Fair) - Saturday, August
13
• Zach Williams - Sunday,

August 14
• Happy Together Tour

featuring The Turtles,
Gary Puckett & The Union

The pandemic fueled the
sharpest year-over-year decline in the state’s collegegoing rate, with just over
half – 53% – of Indiana high
school graduates in the class
of 2020 having pursued education beyond high school,
Indiana’s college-going rate
experienced its sharpest
year-over-year decline and
dropped to its lowest point in
recent history.
The Indiana Commission
for Higher Education today
released data that show the
college-going rate of the first
high school cohort impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic
– the class of 2020 – declined
6% from the prior year.
The
Commission’s
College Readiness Report
shows the previously incremental decline in the percentage of students going
directly from high school to

some form of college – less
than one-year certificates up
through four-year degrees –
accelerated in 2020, likely
due to the impact of the pandemic. In five years, the total
decline is 12%.
“Indiana’s sharp oneyear college-going decline
is alarming, and we have
to treat it as such. We know
individual lives and the
state’s economy depend
on and thrive with an educated society,” said Indiana
Commissioner for Higher
Education Chris Lowery,
who became Indiana’s seventh higher education commissioner in April. Lowery
calls for robust and thoughtful action to stem the decline.
“We must look beyond
the traditional approaches to
education for both youth and
adult learners. This demands
more intentional partnerships

with our higher education institutions and employers, as
well as strengthened policies
and programming aligned
to student success,” he said.
“We have a solid foundation upon which to continue
building, but it will take time
and focused effort to tackle
these challenges.”
The decline in the college-going rate in 2020-21
equates to about 4,000 fewer
high school graduates going
to college than the year before. This drop was absorbed
almost entirely by Indiana’s
public colleges as nearly the
same number of Indiana high
schoolers went to private or
out-of-state colleges as in the
previous year.
Even though the state’s
overall college-going rate
has declined, several factors
reveal a stronger likelihood
for students to go to col-

lege, including students who
are 21st Century Scholars.
The Scholars program is
Indiana’s early college promise program, founded in
1990, which allows incomeeligible students to enroll in
seventh or eighth grade and
earn up to four years of college tuition in Indiana for
free.
Eighty-one percent of
Scholars go to college, compared to the statewide average of 53%. Similar trends
exist for students earning
dual credit or Advanced
Placement credit while in
high school (62% go to college) and students earning
Academic Honors diplomas
(86%).
“Students who utilize
these opportunities while in
high school – dual credit or
the Academic Honors diploma – are far more likely than

their peers who aren’t taking
advantage to go to college
and to be successful. These
offerings hold promise and,
along with the 21st Century
Scholars program, provide a
proven pathway for student
success in college,” Lowery
said.
While the overall decline
impacted every student demographic, some student
groups experienced greater
effects from the pandemic,
and equity gaps have increased.
Black students saw the
largest decline in collegegoing rates before and during
the pandemic compared to
all other races and ethnicities (7% decrease), followed
closely by Hispanic and
Latino students at 6-percentage-point decline.
Low-income students also
saw a greater decrease in col-

lege-going rates compared
to their higher-income peers
(6% point and 4% declines,
respectively). Another concerning gap is the difference
in the college-going rates of
women and men. This is the
first time in recent history the
male college-going rate has
dropped to below half (46%).
Women are far more likely to
attend college (61%). There
is a special section in the
Commission’s report highlighting this issue.
“There are clear economic
benefits that come with greater levels of education. People
with a bachelor’s degree or
higher are more likely to be
employed and participating
in the workforce, and they
have significantly higher
wages and a greater overall
net worth,” Lowery said. “It
is critical that we ensure all
(See College Pg. 7)

President and CEO of
Lakeshore Public Media,
James A. Muhammad is
the newest member on the
Opportunities Council board
for One Region; an organization comprised of top executives from Lake, Porter, and
La Porte counties who work
together to envision a stronger future for the region.
“I’m excited to join fellow Northwest Indiana leaders in efforts to enhance and
strengthen our community
through One Region’s initiatives. This commitment

aligns with our mission at
Lakeshore Public Media as
well, and I’m excited to see
what we can accomplish together,” Muhammad said.
One Region is a socioeconomic investment organization created to align municipalities and key partners for
projects aimed to grow the
population, attract and retain
talent, and increase household income in Northwest
Indiana. One Region’s priorities focus on leveraging assets that are pre-established
or emerging in Northwest

Indiana.
“Members
collaborate
and share ideas that drive
One Region, so including
Lakeshore Public Media elevates our mission,” President
and CEO of One Region,
Marie Foster-Bruns, said.
“James is so knowledgeable
across so many topics which
can be seen time and time
again through his work. We
are about action and the pursuit of excellence, and so is
James.”
The Opportunities Council
works to convene, educate,

and advocate for the priorities with the greatest impact
on Northwest Indiana. The
priorities are highlighted
in the Propel concept, One
Region’s strategic framework for transforming the region from 2022-2024. Propel
launched with 550 elected
officials, community partners, and business leaders in
attendance including Senator
Todd Young, Congressman
Frank J. Mrvan, architect
Gordon Gill and Cordell
Carter, II from the Aspen
Institute.

“As time moves forward,
the region needs to move
with it. We find experts from
outside Northwest Indiana to
help us structure and coordinate our strategy, but we have
an amazing well of talent
here as well. When you connect them, that’s when sparks
fly,” Foster-Bruns said.
Efforts are centered on
creating transit-oriented development, establishing a
diversified, entrepreneurial
ecosystem, and cultivating
an identity for the region as
the Greater South Shore.

“The Greater South Shore
is the concept of connecting this broad identity for
Northwest Indiana with
South Bend and Chicago to
reflect the diversity and talent
we have and will continue to
grow,” Foster-Bruns added.
Lakeshore Public Media
has been a public broadcasting entity based in Northwest
Indiana for nearly 35 years.
Lakeshore Public Media
operates both Lakeshore
PBS and Lakeshore Public
Radio. The nonprofit orga(See Lakeshore Pg. 3)

Gap, The Association, The
Classics IV, The Vogues,
The Cowsills - Wednesday,
August 17
Small Town (A Tribute
to John Mellencamp) Thursday, August 18
• Carly Pearce - Friday,
August 19
• Vixen & Autograph Saturday, August 20
• Gospel Music Day featuring Fred Hammond Sunday, August 21
Two-time BMA nominee and Indiana natives, the Grammy- and CMA awardReverend Peyton’s Big Damn Band, will perform on winning artist Travis Tritt
August 6.
will perform on August 5.

For information, visit
www.indianastatefair.com

Just over half of Indiana’s high school grads went to college in 2020

Lakeshore Public Media President becomes newest member of One Region board

www.winfieldamerican.com
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Read about a nearby shipwreck and more with the Indiana
Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology
Read the latest addition
to ‘Highlighting Hoosier
Archaeological Sites: Examples from 92 Counties’
by going to the Northwest
Region of the Division of
Historic Preservation &
Archaeology’s
Storymap.
Archaeologist Cathy DraegerWilliams has written about
the Material Service shipwreck site (12LA641) in Lake

County, Indiana.
The Material Service, a
cargo barge built in 1929, was
innovative for its time because
of its design for successful
self-loading. The purpose of
this vessel was to transport
sand and gravel along canals
in the Chicago area. It continued to operate until the summer of 1936 when it sank in a
storm, and it still lies upright

along the bottom of Lake
Michigan in Indiana waters
outside of Chicago. The historic wreck was listed on the
National Register of Historic
Places in 2014, making it the second shipwreck listed in Indiana.
Take a virtual tour of the
wreck, see images of the vessel, as well as watch a video
of a dive at the shipwreck at
www.IndianaShipwrecks.org.

Creation Station is an exciting blend of storytelling,
arts, crafts, science, music,
and an opportunity to use
your imagination. Families
are invited to celebrate creation care with us this summer.
Join in the fun every
Thursday evening to get creative about the world we live

and love.
Creation Station is free
and is open to all ages, children, families, youth, parents,
guardians, grandparents and
the young at heart! Everyone
is welcome. Children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Gatherings
are
on
Thursdays from June 30 to
August 4, from 6 p.m. to 8

p.m. at Jerry Ross Elementary
School, located at 11319
Randolph Street.
Creation Station in sponsored by Winfield Interfaith
Association. Register online
at www.creationstationwinfield.weebly.com

(Lakeshore from Pg. 1)
nization’s mission is to enrich
the lives of Chicagoland and
Northwest Indiana residents
through lifelong learning, the
celebration of human diversity, and engagement in civic
concerns. More information including programming

schedules for Lakeshore PBS
and Lakeshore Public Radio
can be found online at www.
LakeshorePublicMedia.
org. For more details about
One Region, visit www.
OneRegionNWI.org.

Find yours and your family’s creativity at Creation
Station at Jerry Ross School this summer

“Like” the
Winfield American
on Facebook!

Lakefront Solutions LLC
Waterfront Specialists

• Seawalls
• Bank Stabilization
• Marine Construction
• Pile Driving
• Custom Waterfront Decks
• Excavation
• Demolition

Julie Sadler
Owner

lakefrontsols.com
lakefrontsolutionsllc@gmail.com

219.712.7515
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Obituary ~

Brandon Thomas Siminski
Brandon Thomas Siminski,
age 29, of Crown Point,
IN went to rest on June 12,
2022. He was a member of
Holy Spirit Catholic Church.
Brandon was a graduate of
Andrean High School, Class
of 2011, and completed his
nursing degree at Purdue
University, Class of 2015. He
played on the Andrean High
School baseball team winning the state championship
his junior year and was on
the wrestling team. Brandon
also played peewee football and soccer. He was an
Emergency Department nurse
at the University of Chicago
Hospital and University of
Illinois. Brandon also practiced nursing at Methodist
Hospital Southlake Campus,
Westville
Correctional
Facility and home health care.
He had a love for animals especially his own dogs and cat.
Brandon had great compassion for the elderly especially
Grandma Eleanor. His hobbies included fishing, golfing,
gaming and playing his guitar. Brandon was preceded in
death by his Grandma Eleanor,
Grandma Jenny, Grandpa
Chester, Grandpa Walter and
his cousin, Jimmy Zervos.
He is survived by his loving
parents, Thomas and Donna
Siminski; aunts and uncles:
Jim (Marie) Siminski, Mark
(Connie) Cuprinski, Andrea
(Larry) Dernay, Carolyn (Jim)
Zervos, Tina Nadolski and

Lori (Steve) Moore; cousins:
Sean, Chris, Ryan, Eric, Lexi,
Madison, Larry Jr., Adam,
Ryan, Diana and Alexandria.
Brandon also leaves behind
his closest friends (brothers),
Alex Aloia, Daniel Polster,
Ecson Martinez, Rob Horvat,
and Hunter Ruzbasan. A memorial visitation was held
on Saturday, June 18, 2022,
at Burns Funeral Home &
Crematory, 10101 Broadway,
Crown Point, IN. Donations
may be made to the family
to offset medical expenses.

Indiana campers reminded about the ‘firewood
rule’ by the Department of Natural Resources
During camping season, visitors to Indiana
Department of Natural
Resource properties can help
prevent the spread of invasive species by brushing up
on the DNR firewood rule.
The rule helps protect
Indiana’s trees from the 140
known pests and pathogens
that currently affect forests,
as well as pests we don’t
know about yet. Several
pests and pathogens are
transported through firewood
movement.
Under the rule, visitors
to state parks, reservoirs,
state forests, and state fish &
wildlife areas can bring firewood from home as long as
the bark has been removed.
Removing the bark minimizes the risk of accidental
infestation through firewood
movement, because insect

larvae live in sapwood under
the bark.
Campers may also bring
firewood into DNR properties, if it’s:
• Kiln-dried scrap lumber
• Purchased outside the
property and bears either a
USDA compliance stamp or
a state compliance stamp
• Purchased from the property camp store or on-site
firewood vendor and has a
state compliance stamp
Regardless of where visitors get their firewood, they
should burn it all at the
campsite before they leave.
In short, the firewood rule
means: Buy it with a stamp,
bring it debarked, burn it all.
The DNR asks members
of the public to keep an eye
on their local forests and natural resources for signs and
symptoms of trees or vegeta-

tion dying off for seemingly
no reason.
If you see signs of trees in
decline with no explanation,
call the DNR at 866-6639684 with the date and location.

For more about the rule see
www.firewood.dnr.IN.gov.

This week in history
June 26,1956

The U.S. Congress approved the Federal Highway
Act, which allocated more than $30 billion for the
construction of some 41,000 miles of interstate
highways.
Among the pressing questions involved in passing
highway legislation were where the highways should
be built, and how much of the cost should be carried
by the federal government versus the individual
states. Several competing bills went through Congress
before 1956.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower had first realized
the value of a national system of roads after
participating in the U.S. Army’s first transcontinental
motor convoy in 1919; during World War II, he had
admired Germany’s autobahn network. In January,
1956, Eisenhower called in his State of the Union
address for a “modern, interstate highway system.”
Highway construction began almost immediately,
employing tens of thousands of workers and billions
of tons of gravel and asphalt. The system fueled
a surge in the interstate trucking industry, which
soon pushed aside the railroads to gain the lion’s
share of the domestic shipping market. Interstate
highway construction also fostered the growth of
roadside businesses such as restaurants, hotels, and
amusement parks.
Legislation has extended the Interstate Highway
Revenue Act three times, and it is remembered by
many historians as Eisenhower’s, and one of America’s,
greatest domestic achievements.
www.history.com
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Gabis Arboretum at Purdue Northwest
announces summer concert lineup
Relax under the stars at
Gabis Arboretum at Purdue
Northwest this summer and
enjoy a great concert lineup
June 24, July 1, July 15,
August 12, and September
16.
The series includes nationally acclaimed tribute bands
playing favorite hits by Elvis,
The Beatles, and Cream as
well as original music by a
Chicago Blues Festival headliner and Chicago’s original
jam band, Mr. Blotto.
MegaBeatles will kick off
the series tonight at 7 p.m. on
June 24 by recreating the beloved music of The Beatles.
The band features members
of local groups Chris and Lou
and The Crawpuppies.
One week after the
MegaBeatles show, The
Music of Cream will take
stage at 7 p.m. on July 1
for their Disraeli Gears &
Clapton Classics tour. This
will be the last chance to see
this international touring
band before they go overseas. The Music of Cream
features family members
of Ginger Baker and Eric
Clapton. This concert will
be a salute to the most explosive supergroup in the hands

of those who knew them best.
The full 2022 Acorn
Concert Series schedule includes:
• June 24: MegaBeatles,
recreating the music of
The Beatles, start time 7
p.m. with opening acts The
Crawpuppies and Chris &
Lou
• July 1: The Music of
Cream, performing hits by
Eric Clapton, Blind Faith and
Cream, start time 7 p.m. with
opening act Lauren Dukes
• July 15: Toronzo Cannon,
a Chicago Blues Festival
headliner by night and CTA
bus driver by day, start time
6 p.m. with opening act
Planetary Blues Band
• Aug. 12: A Rock n’ Roll
Tribute from Elvis to The
Beatles featuring The
Neverly Brothers, start time
7 p.m. with opening act
Chris & Lou
• Sept. 16: Mr. Blotto,
Chicago’s original Jam

Band, start time 7 p.m. with
opening act Phantom Zone
“The Acorn Concert Series
has become one of our most
important fundraisers,” said
Stephanie Blackstock, executive director for Gabis
Arboretum. “The proceeds
from this series will support
the restoration of northern
Indiana’s natural landscape
and enhance our hands-on
education programs that
teach local youth about the
importance of conservation.”
WildRose Brewing and local food vendors will be on
site selling beer, wine and
food. No outside alcohol is
allowed.
All concert times are
Central Daylight Time and
gates open 30 minutes before show time. Concerts will
be held rain or shine. Ticket
prices vary per show and can
be purchased at www.pnw.
edu/gabis-concerts. Member
discounts are available.
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CURRENT!

Kessler
Family
Dental
Serving
the for
Community
for Over 30 Years
Serving
the Community
Over
30 Years

Kessler
Family
And Associate
Kessler Family
Dental
AndDental
Associates

And Associates Many New Services

•
Dentistry
• Implant
Many
New30
Services
Implant
Dentistry
Serving the
Community
for Over
Years
•
Sedation Dentistry
•
Sedation
Dentistry
Sedation
Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Offering
Now
Now Offering
• Cosmetic Dentistry
Dentistry
Cosmetic
Dentistry
Cosmetic •Dentistry
• Implant Dentistry
• Cosmetic
Family Dentistry
• Family Dentistry
• Family Dentistry
Dentistry
• Sedation Dentistry
•Family
Emergency
Dentistry
Family Dentistry
• Hours
New Extended Hours
• New Extended

New
Extended
Hours
• CosmeticNew
Dentistry
• New
Extended Hours
Extended
Hours

FREE CONSULTATIONS
• FREE
SECOND OPINIO
FREE CONSULTATIONS
• FREE SECOND
OPINIONS
FREE CONSULTATIONS
• FREE
SECOND OPINION
FREE CONSULTATIONS
• FREE SECOND
OPINIONS

Dr. Eli
Dr. Maya
Dr. Eli
Dr. Eric
Dr. Maya
Dr.
Elias
Macis
Dr.
Eric
Compton
Macis
Gendlin
Macis
Compton
Gendlin

Dr. Eric
Compton

“Best in
the Region”
7 Years in a Row!
Voted “Best in Voted
the Region”
7
in a Row!
9 Years

(219) 661-5085
(219) 661-5085

9161
E. 109th
Crown
(Located
in Plaza)
the Four Seasons P
9161 E. 109th Ave.
Crown
PointAve.
(Located
in Point
the Four
Seasons

Follow the Winfield American
on Facebook!

URN
BURNS
Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:

Celebrating Life

• A gift of love for your family
• Provides you with peace of mind
• Is a compassionate means of
helping your loved ones during one
of the most difficult times of life.

On-Premises
Crematory
Serving
Winfield/LOFS
Since 1985.

HOW ARE YOU SLEEPING?

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

Family
Family Owned
Owned for
for 104
114 Years
CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway
Crown Point

769-0044

HOBART

701 E. 7th Street
Hobart, IN

942-1117

If you or someone you know SNORES nightly
and has one or more of the following
symptoms, it’s best to see a doctor.
• REPEATED SNORING INTERRUPTED BY PERIODS OF SILENCE
• FALLING ASLEEP WHEN YOU SHOULDN’T AT WORK, WHILE DRIVING, ETC.
• RESTLESS SLEEP
• LOSS OF ENERGY, FATIGUE
• MORNING HEADACHES
• TROUBLE CONCENTRATING
• IRRITABILITY
• FORGETFULNESS
• SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION
• DEPRESSION

(These Are All Symptoms Of A Treatable
Sleep Disorder Known As Sleep Apnea.)

Board Certified Sleep Physician Emilio D. Soria, MD
Sleep Center Of Northwest Indiana
Accredited by A.A.S.M.
NOW OPEN
In Winfield Woods Medical
9150 E. 109th Ave., Suite A1 • Crown Point, IN 46307
Call: 219-940-9052
www.sleepcenternwi.net
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...sweating, sliding and sunning.

Summer is the season of swimming,...

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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Summer Is...

I love summer! I enjoy
cool, juicy watermelon,
sticky, dripping popsicles,
spicy, barbecued chicken,
crispy potato chips and
all the goodies in
picnic baskets.

Kids: color
stuff in!

2
1

5

ky
stic 4

I really like the summertime,
but sometimes it is too hot and 3
humid for me! On some days I
just feel like I’m melting away.
Before I do, read the clues to
fill in my puzzle about
9
summer. Notice that the
answers all begin with the
letter “s”! Even in the heat
on
as 11
e
s
I think I’m pretty clever!
sliding
13

1. ________ and tart
pink lemonade
2. ________ popsicle juice streaking down your arm
3. ________ hideaways under drooping tree branches
4. ________ reading clubs and programs at libraries
5. ________ for growing flowers, apples, pumpkins
6. ________ and splashing in the lakes
7. ________ at the top of a roller coaster
8. ________ suddenly springing up
9. ________ built at the beach
10. ________ stars and constellations in the night sky
11. ________ under the stars while camping
12. ________ turtles and snakes on rocks and logs
13. ________ grills cooking favorite foods
14. ________ crickets (rubbing their front wings together)
15. ________, spinning and swinging on
playground equipment

6

7

sizzling
super

8

ing
10

m
swim

12
storms

A Secret
Spot

t
secre
sleepin 15
g

screaming

Hot
Expressions

studying

sweet

14
g

singin

sunning

sandcastl

es

A. brags or doesn’t make sense
B. just okay, not very good
C. very exciting or successful
D. in trouble; someone is
angry with you
E. do something before
you lose the chance
F. has a quick temper; very angry

Match each expression
below to its meaning:
1. in hot water
2. full of hot air
3. hot under the collar
4. not so hot
5. red-hot
6. strike while the iron is hot

in the blanks with
Summertime Means... Fill
summery things:

3.

4. picking
5. chasing a

9

35

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

34 33

that glows in the dark
6. thunder
and

32

31

I‛m

during storms

A Lazy Summer Day...

Huh?

B
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B
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G
G
G
G
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B
B
B
B
B
B

B
G
G
G

Sorry, Gone

B B B
G G B
B B B
G G B
B B G B
G G G B

B
G
G
G
G
G

B
B
B
G

B
G
G
G
B G
B G

27

a t,
o
n
I‛m just le a
gt
n
i
t
go b
lit
m
t
cli
bu

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

I went to the
store. A cold
drink was my
mission.
But, a sign on
the door said...

28

29

30

B
B
B
B
B
B

B B B
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B G B
B G B
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G G G

Color Key: B = Blue G = Green

B
B
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B
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G
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G
G
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B
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G
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...

1.

Turtles sit in the sunshine to get the sun’s light and heat. It
is one way they regulate their body temperature. Basking in the
sun helps them to warm up. It also helps them digest their
___ ___ ___ ___ at a picnic
food more easily. Turtles can overheat if they
sit in the sun too long. Just like people, they
Yup! That
head to cool water or shade when hot!
warm sunshine
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
sure feels good!
18
17
16
19
fluttering by
15
20
1 2
3
14
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 45
21
4
in the backyard with friends 44
41
42
22
5 13
43
40
6
24
11
7
39 38
25
23
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
10
26
37 36 8
12
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Indiana accepted into national consortium on skills-based hiring practices

Indiana was recently
selected to participate in
the National Governors
Association (NGA) SkillsDriven State Community
of Practice. The NGA
Community of Practice will
convene multiple states
for in-depth, peer-learning
discussions on connecting
skills-based training and
promising practices in the development of Learning and
Employment Record (LER)
systems – which are digital
resumés that show individuals’ skills, educational expe(College from Pg. 1)

Hoosiers can access the opportunity that education and
training beyond high school
can provide.”
The Commission regularly releases recommendations as part of its data reports. Recommendations in
the 2022 College Readiness
Report include a call to
auto-enroll all eligible students into the 21st Century
Scholars program. Currently,
fewer than half of eligible
students enroll in the program, despite its proven
success at ensuring students
access and are prepared for
college.
The Commission also recommends increasing funding for the Frank O’Bannon
Grant, which annually helps
over 30,000 Hoosiers afford
college. Funding amounts
for the grant were cut significantly during the Great
Recession, and amounts
have not yet recovered. The
Commission calls for returning the grant amounts to the
inflation-adjusted pre-Great
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riences and work histories.
LERs may make career
pathways more accessible
and equitable by providing
jobseekers with detailed,
verified and secure records of
their skills, as well as educational experiences and work
histories. This information
can better match employers
with potential employees.
“An educated and skilled
talent pool is imperative to
meet Indiana’s current and
future workforce needs,”
said Indiana Commissioner
for Higher Education Chris

Lowery. “Learning and
Employer Record systems
are a win-win for the state’s
workforce. Hoosier workers
would receive ownership of a
verified, secure and detailed
record of their skills, degrees,
credentials and achievements. In turn, employers
gain transparent indicators of
job readiness of their current
workforce and applicants.”
Indiana has several initiatives already underway
that can speed the development of LERs in the state,
including the Commission’s

Indiana Credential Registry
and e-Transcript initiatives,
the Indiana Department of
Education’s
development
of the Indiana Graduates
Prepared to Succeed (GPS),
the
Indiana
Economic
Development Corporation’s
Workforce and Talent initiative, the Indiana Chamber
of Commerce’s Institute
for Workforce Excellence
and Western Governors
University’s
Indiana
Achievement Wallet.
The only Midwestern state
accepted into the cohort,

Indiana is joined by Alabama,
Arkansas,
Colorado,
Connecticut,
Kentucky,
Louisiana,
Oklahoma,
Virginia, Washington, and
Wyoming. Representatives
from the Governor’s Office,
Indiana Department of

Education, Indiana Economic
Development Corporation,
Western
Governor’s
University, and the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce
join the Commission in the
Community of Practice.

Recession levels of 200809, which would be a 35%
increase.
“Now is the time for action,” Lowery said. “Indiana
has proven programs and
policies that work to significantly move the needle on
postsecondary attainment.
Let’s use the proven tools and
resources we have available
to ensure Indiana’s students
are ready for life after high
school, that they know they
can afford it and that there
are good opportunities in this
state for when they graduate
with a certificate, certification or degree in hand.”
Other recommendations
include calls to dramatically
increase the number of students earning the Indiana
College Core (a 30-credithour block of general education credit that transfers
among Indiana’s public
institutions); increase the
availability and strategic use
of dual credit; require all
high school seniors file the
Free Application for Federal

Student Aid (FAFSA) to
qualify for financial aid;
consider revising the state’s
outcomes-based
funding
formula to build on recent
successes; and intentionally
communicate the value of
higher education, including

Indiana’s generous needbased financial aid (the state
provides up to $385 million
annually, making it first in the
Midwest and fifth in the nation in providing need-based
financial aid) and more.
Read the full Readiness

Report
at
www.che.
in.gov. Data come from
the Indiana Commission
for
Higher
Education,
Indiana Department of
Education and National
Student
Clearinghouse.
Policymakers, school administrators, higher education institutions, employers and others can visit the

Commission’s new, online
data dashboard to view and
analyze longitudinal data
by school, corporation and
county.
Explore resources available to help students plan,
prepare and pay for college
at www.LearnMoreIndiana.
org.
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General Classifieds

• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow & Ice Management
• Complete Landscape Services

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Submit your general classified ad or real estate classified
ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com.
Automotive Technician (Crown Point)
Compensation: $500 signing bonus! $15/$30 an hour,
based on experience. Full-time. Busy shop has an opening
for a full-time Automotive Technician. Should be familiar
with the repair of all brands of vehicles. Must have good
communication skills, organizational skills, and pride in
workmanship. Must have own tools and valid driver’s
license with good transportation. Call 219-663-1847
Fire Force Volunteers
Lakes of the Four Seasons Volunteer Fire Force, which
serves LOFS, Winfield, Winfield Township, and the
WPTFP district, is always in need of more dedicated
volunteers to join our ranks. Want to help your community
by giving back through service? Call 219-662-7576 or

Limit one (1) coupon per visit.
Must present coupon.
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 6/3/22

Expires 6/3/22

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
Clemons' Tree Experts

WE BUY
GOLD

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Serving
Northwest
for4550
Years
Serving
Northwest Indiana
Indiana for
Years
Always buying Coin Collections, Stamp Collections, Old Gold & Silver

Residential & Commercial Licensed * Bonded * Insured

219-663-3306

.999
Fine Coin &Knight
Coin & Jewelry
Knight
Jewelry
3434 Ridge Rd. • 237
Lansing,
IL • Hobart,
237 Main
Main St.
IN St. • Hobart, IN
(708) 895-9339
219-942-4341(219) 942-4341

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service

Place your ad in the
Winfield American
219-662-8888

On the web: www.knightcoin.com

Jeffrey A JAnowski

fine Jeweler

219.663.5108
1170 E Summit St.
Crown Point, IN 46307

Like Us!

Fine Custom Made Jewelry • Diamonds & Precious Gems
Remounting • Purchasing Gold & Precious Metals

WWW.BELUSHJEWELERS.COM

Classified ads can be
placed online at

www.facebook.com/WinfieldAmerican
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BEST Labor Rates • FREE Local Towing • FREE Loaner Vehicles
The current status of the
world’s coral reefs and the
WE DON’T JUST WORK ON CARS, WE FIX THEM!
PO
effects of climate change

MANAGED BY OWNER!

Contributed by the Editors
of E - The Environmental
Magazine
Coral reefs are being hit by
climate change in just about
every way possible. Wildfire,
drought and other land-based
climate disasters have captured global headlines, but
coral reefs have been bleaching at record levels, and as
such their future is uncertain.
The science of climate
change’s impact on coral reefs
is simple. As humans pump
greenhouse gasses into the
atmosphere, the ocean acts as
a carbon sink, absorbing carbon dioxide (CO₂) and dissolving it into acid. As a result,
ocean acidity has increased
by about 25% since the early
19th century, according to the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). That acidity
is incredibly harmful to coral
reefs. According to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association (NOAA), ocean
acidification “decreases growth
rates and structural integrity” of
coral skeletons, damaging their
ability to support the diversity
of life that makes up a reef ecosystem.
One of the most immediate
threats to coral is ocean temperature increases. Coral reefs exist
only in narrow bands of water
that stay within a moderate
temperature range, not too hot
or cold. Even moderate temperature increases can cause
thermal stress that contributes
to coral bleaching and infectious disease.
The ocean has warmed
1.3 degrees (F) since the
Industrial Revolution, meaning many reefs are stuck in
dangerously hot water. The
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WE CAN FIX ANYTHING!

• FREE RENTALS ON SITE
Nationwide Warranty • Price Match Guarantee
• CLAIM ASSISTANCE
• INSURANCE DIRECT REPAIR
www.crownpointautorepair.com
www.TomAndEdsAutobody.com • WRITTEN LIFETIME WARRANTY

Turning 65 or Older?

Get the best in Medicare
Supplement Insurance
SENIOR CARE

Insurance Services

Conveniently located in Merrillville,
Valparaiso, Schererville, and Munster.

Medicare Supplement Plans
219-736-7800
Medicare Part D-Prescription Drug Plans
Medicare Disability Plans
1-800-821-0604

www.scis.us • info@scis.us
219-736-7800
1-800-821-0604

Fred
M. Ulayyet
Fred M. Ulayyet

Licensed
Insurance
Agent
Licensed Insurance
Agent
Conveniently located in Merrillville, Valparaiso,
Schererville, and Munster
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• Free Estimates
• 3rd Generation of Ser vice
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