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The U.S. is facing a severe 
housing shortage as the num-
ber of homes for sale hits new 
lows, driving up home prices 
and making homeownership 
less affordable. At the same 
time, buyers are eager to take 
advantage of record low in-
terest rates. However, finding 
an affordable home in many 
parts of the country is incred-
ibly challenging. According to 
the latest data from the Census 
Bureau, the homeowner va-
cancy rate—the share of own-
er-occupied housing units that 
are vacant and for sale—is 
just 1%.

Since reaching a record 
high of 2.9% in 2008 in the 
midst of the Great Recession, 
the homeowner vacancy rate 
in the U.S. has trended down-

ward. After diving to 0.9% 
last spring in the early stages 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the homeowner vacancy rate 
has inched back upwards. The 
low rate indicates a housing 
shortage at the national level, 
but tracking the homeowner 
vacancy rate at the metro level 
can help identify cities with 
bigger supply-demand imbal-
ances. Changes in homebuyer 
preferences have resulted in 
large changes in vacancy rates 
year-over-year for some met-
ros. The current shift towards 
working from home—and a 
shift in preferences away from 
crowded cities—has spurred 
demand for homes in smaller 
cities and towns.

Even before the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, the construction 

industry was struggling to fill 
a severe housing shortage. 
The pandemic has only made 
this more challenging as con-
struction in many parts of the 
country has faced stoppages, 
and the price of materials has 
increased. The number of 
new housing units authorized, 
housing starts, and new hous-
ing units completed fell drasti-
cally during the 2008 housing 
market collapse. While these 
numbers have been steadily 
climbing since 2012, they 
remain well below the lev-
els seen in 2005. The current 
supply of new homes has not 
been able to keep pace with 
demand.

While the U.S. is grappling 
with a serious housing short-
age nationally, the severity of 

the housing shortage varies 
widely by location due to fac-
tors such as affordability and 
local job market conditions. 
Overall, the Western U.S. has 
lower homeowner vacancy 
rates, indicating a lower stock 
of available homes, com-
pared to the eastern half of 
the country. Louisiana and 
North Dakota have the high-
est homeowner vacancy rates 
in the U.S., at 2.0% and 1.9%, 
respectively. At the opposite 
end of the spectrum, Oregon 
and Utah, both with home-
owner vacancy rates of 0.2%, 
have the lowest share of va-
cant homes in the country.

To determine the states 
with the highest (and lowest) 
homeowner vacancy rates, 
researchers at Porch analyzed 

data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s Current Population 
Survey/Housing Vacancy 
Survey and Building Permits 
Survey as well as home price 
data from Realtor.com. The 
researchers ranked states ac-
cording to homeowner vacan-
cy rates in the fourth quarter 
of 2020. In the event of a tie, 
rates from previous quarters 
were used. Researchers also 
calculated the total housing 
units authorized in 2020, the 
median home price, and the 
homeownership rate.

The analysis found that in 
Indiana, 75% of households 
are owner-occupied. In Q4 
2020, Indiana reported a 
homeowner vacancy rate of 
1%. Here is a summary of the 
data for Indiana:

• Homeowner vacancy rate 
Q4 2020: 1%
• Total housing units autho-
rized in 2020 (per 10K resi-
dents): 36
• Median home price: 
$199,950
• Homeownership rate: 75%

For reference, here are the 
statistics for the entire United 
States:
• Homeowner vacancy rate 
Q4 2020: 1%
• Total housing units autho-
rized in 2020 (per 10K resi-
dents): 44
• Median home price: $346,162
• Homeownership rate: 65.8%

For more information, a 
detailed methodology, and 
complete results, you can find 
the original report on Porch’s 
website at www.porch.com

The Purdue University 
Northwest Department of 
Political Science, Economics 
and World Languages has 
announced the creation of a 
future endowed scholarship, 
a planned gift, to benefit un-
dergraduate political science 
majors.

The Donald and Ruth 
Reichert Scholarship in hon-
or of Professor Doris Pierce 
has been established by 
Donald and Ruth Reichert of 
Elizabethtown, Ky., to pro-
vide future scholarships to 
undergraduate students ma-
joring in political science. 
The gift honors Donald’s 
former mentor and the cou-
ple’s friend, Doris Pierce.

“I wanted to give back to 
the institution that gave me 

my real start in life,” ex-
plains Reichert, who grew 
up in the Hessville area of 
Hammond. “I especially 
wanted to honor my first po-
litical science professor and 
later lifelong friend, Doris 
Pierce.”

Pierce, PNW professor 
emerita of Political Science, 
taught at the former Purdue 
University Calumet from 
1962 to 1994. Pierce held 
both a doctorate in political 
science and a juris doctorate 
degree and taught classes in 
local and urban politics and 
public law at the Hammond 
campus for 32 years. She 
headed the Department 
of History and Political 
Science from 1986 until her 
retirement in 1994.

Reichert, a retired Army 
Lt. Col., grew up just a 
few miles from PNW’s 
Hammond campus and al-
ways knew he would attend 
the university. “I had applied 
and been accepted to three 
other universities but ulti-
mately knew I would choose 
Purdue Northwest,” states 
Reichert. This decision 
would precipitate his meet-
ing Pierce, who fostered his 
interest in state and local 
government.

“Doris had a degree in law 
but was interested, just as I 
was, in state and local gov-
ernment,” states Reichert. 
“Doris was a tough but fair 
grader, and until I graduated 
and knew her personally, I 
never knew her political per-

suasion. In her classes she 
would listen to every argu-
ment and never put down a 
student for a political belief 

that was out of the ordinary.”
Reichert was so im-

pressed by the political sci-
ence professor he took five 

of her classes. He credits 
Pierce with helping build his 
foundation in political sci-

Research reveals that Indiana has a 1% homeowner vacancy rate

Couple establishes political science scholarship to honor retired PNW professor

Doris Pierce, Professor 
Emerita of Political Science 

at PNWDonald and Ruth Reichert

April has been proclaimed 
Safe Digging Month in the 
state of Indiana and Nipsco 
is reminding customers and 
contractors to always call 
811 at least two business 
days prior to starting any 
digging project. Making this 
free call will ensure the dig 
site is marked with paint or 
flags where the approximate 
underground public utility 
lines are located.

Calling 811 is critical for 
your safety and can reduce 
the risk of serious injury. 
It’s also the law. Not calling 

could result in fines up to 
$10,000 and the cost to re-
pair any damages.

Last year, Nipsco reported 
over 969 instances where 
diggers struck their gas lines. 
Of those, 40 percent occurred 
because the person digging 
did not know, or failed to call 
811. There is a 99% chance 
that there will not be any 
damage when completing a 
project if you call 811 prior 
to digging.

Whether you’re install-
ing a mailbox, planting trees 
or performing any other 

outdoor digging project, 
NIPSCO encourages you to 
take the following steps:
• Always call 811 or enter a 
request online at 811NOW.
com two business days be-
fore the start of any digging 
project.
• Tell neighbors, coworkers, 
family and friends about 811 
if they discuss their plans for 
an outdoor home improve-

ment project with you.
• Plan ahead – Indiana 811 is 
always open. Just make sure 
you call at least two business 
days in advance of your proj-
ect start date.
• Avoid starting projects un-
til you’re sure all lines have 
been marked. When you call 
811, you will hear a list of 
companies that should re-
spond.
• Choose another location 
on the property for a project 
if the original planned site is 
near utility line markings.
• If your excavation is within 

two feet of any marked facil-
ity, only use hand tools or 
vacuum excavation with ex-
treme caution.
• If you have hired a contrac-
tor to complete your project, 
confirm that he or she has 
made a call to 811 before 
doing any digging. Don’t al-
low work to begin if the lines 
aren’t marked.
• After the site has been accu-
rately marked, it is safe to be-
gin digging carefully around 
the marked areas.
Nipsco Recognizes Safe 
Digging Month

Digging without knowing 
the approximate location of 
underground utilities can re-
sult in damage to gas, elec-
tric, communications, water 
and sewer lines, which can 
lead to service disruptions 
and serious injuries.

By calling 811, a trained 
utility line locator will visit 
the dig site to mark the ap-
proximate location of under-
ground public utility lines 
with paint or flags. Each 
color of paint and/or flag 
represents a unique type of 

Nipsco recognizes safe digging month and reminds customers to call 811

(See Nipsco Pg. 8)
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ence that helped contribute 
to his 40-year success with 
the U.S. Army. Reichert at-
tended the Hammond cam-
pus for two years. As there 
was no ROTC program on 
the Hammond campus at that 
time, he transferred to Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, 
where he graduated in 1972.

“This is an extraordinary 
contribution to the univer-
sity and a vote of great con-
fidence in the department of 
Political Science by one of 
its distinguished alumni,” 
says Richard Rupp, PNW 
interim department chair of 
Political Science, Economics 

and World Languages. “The 
Reicherts’ planned gift will 
provide scholarships to 
Purdue Northwest students, 
many of whom are first-
generation college students 
and will benefit greatly from 
their generosity.”

“My wife and I are happy 
to be able to honor Doris 
with this endowment to help 
future political science stu-
dents at Purdue Northwest,” 
states Reichert.
The renewable scholarship 
will be awarded at a future 
date, to an undergraduate 
student attending PNW and 
majoring in political science. 
Recipients will be selected 

based on financial need.
Purdue University North-

west is a premier metropoli-
tan university dedicated to 
empowering transformation-
al change in our students and 
in our community. Located 
in Northwest Indiana, near 
Chicago, PNW values aca-
demic excellence, supports 
growth, and celebrates diver-
sity. For more information 
visit www.pnw.edu.

The Indiana Housing and 
Community Development 
Authority recently an-
nounced that the deadline 
for Indiana homeowners to 
submit new applications for 
mortgage assistance through 
Indiana’s Hardest Hit Fund is 
May 3.

“I encourage any Indiana 
homeowner having dif-
ficulty paying their mort-
gage payment to visit 
www.877gethope.org or call 
1-877-GET-HOPE,” said 
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch. 
“From there, homeowners 
will be connected with one of 
our housing counselors who 
can help determine available 
options and if they qualify for 
assistance through Indiana’s 
Hardest Hit Fund.”

Indiana was one of 19 
states that received money 
from the U.S. Department of 
Treasury to help homeown-

ers avoid losing their homes 
to foreclosure because of the 
2009 housing crisis. To date, 
Indiana’s HHF has provided 
more than $182.7 million 
of assistance to over 11,300 
Indiana homeowners.

“Early in the COVID-19 
pandemic we spoke with 
the U.S. Department of 
Treasury to request the abil-
ity to help Indiana homeown-
ers financially impacted by 
COVID-19 using our remain-
ing HHF dollars,” said Jacob 
Sipe, Executive Director of 
IHCDA. “With their approv-
al, we have been able to help 
Hoosier homeowners remain 
stably housed through the 
ongoing public health emer-
gency.”

The U.S. Department of 
Treasury has set a June 30, 
2021 deadline for HHF dol-
lars to be expended by states. 
The May 3 deadline is nec-

essary to ensure there is suf-
ficient time for new applica-
tions to be reviewed and a 
determination made prior to 
the deadline.

Indiana is expected to 
receive more than $40 mil-
lion from the new federal 
Homeowner Assistance Fund 
to provide mortgage assis-
tance to eligible homeown-
ers financially impacted by 
COVID-19. This funding is 
through the American Rescue 
Plan Act signed into law on 
March 11.

After the May 3 HHF ap-
plication deadline passes, 
homeowners will be given 
an opportunity to sub-
scribe and receive updates 
about the new Homeowner 
Assistance Fund, and other 
assistance resources should 
they become available, at: 
www.877gethope.org.

Application deadline to apply for Indiana’s 
Hardest Hit mortgage assistance fund is May 3

The Lake County Board 
of Commissioners, through 
the Lake County Highway 
Department, has announced 
that the intersection of 109th 
Avenue and Colorado Street 
will be closed for intersection 
improvements. The closure 
will be in effect from 7 a.m. 
Monday, April 12 through 
5 p.m. Monday, April 26, 
weather permitting.

The Lake County Highway 
Department’s suggested de-
tour routes are:
• Westbound: At 109th 
Avenue and State Street, take 

State Street south to 117th 
Avenue; take 117th Avenue 
west to Iowa Street; take 
Iowa Street north back to 
109th Avenue.
• Eastbound: At Iowa Street 
and 109th Avenue, take Iowa 
Street south to 113th Avenue; 
take 113th Avenue east to 
Benton Street; take Benton 
Street north back to 109th 
Avenue.
• Southbound: At Colorado 
Street and 101st Avenue, take 
101st Avenue east to Arizona 
Street; take Arizona Street south 
to 109th Avenue; take 109th 

Avenue east to State Street; 
take State Street south to 117th 
Avenue; take 117th Avenue west 
to Iowa Street; take Iowa Street 
north to 109th Avenue.

During the periods of con-
struction, you may encounter 
some minor inconveniences. 
However, every effort will 
be made to minimize these 
inconveniences. Detour signs 
will be set up to help you nav-
igate around the project.

If you have any questions, 
contact the Lake County 
Highway Department at 219-
663-0525. 

Lake County Highway Department announces 
109th Avenue road closure beginning Monday
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Individual Tax
Preparation 

 Federal & State  

$99.00
(includes one state) * 

additional $20 for each non-residential state 
(Winfield and Lakes of the Four Seasons Only) 

$250 value    

Call to arrange appointment: 

(219) 718-7751     
D. Jeffery Keiser, CPA  
Registered Certified Public Accountant with the IRS 

LOFS resident - 30+ years
 *Additional fees may apply for

Sole proprietors & Supplemental Income
and Loss Schedules

•	 Personalized tax service

•	 Convenient consultation in your home

•	 Pick up/Delivery service to your home 

•	 $10 Senior citizen discount (Age 64+)

•	 Broad background in tax preparation
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The Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Orchestra and 
Music Director and Conductor 
Kirk Muspratt are ‘Bringing 
Back the Music’ with a Spring 
Concert Series. The series 
consists of concerts held at the 
Auditorium at Living Hope 
Church, located at 9000 Taft 
Street, on the Crown Point-
Merrillville border. 

The concerts are all 70 
minutes with no intermission. 
Both in-person and virtual 
tickets will be available to all 
events.

In-person tickets will be 
limited with general admis-
sion, socially distanced seat-

ing. Temperatures will be 
taken at the venue upon entry 
and masks must be worn for 
the duration of the perfor-
mance and at all times while 
on church property.

Virtual ticket buyers will 
receive a private link to watch 
the performance live the night 
of the show, then a follow up 
link will be sent to a recorded 
version of the concerts to be 
enjoyed for one month. In-
person ticket buyers will also 
receive the recorded link. 
Brass Quintet
Travel the world with a lively 
collection of Brass music fea-
turing Jazz, Movie, Classical, 

Americana and more. Friday, 
May 14, 7:30 p.m. Tickets on 
sale April 12.
Chamber Orchestra – The 
Return of Kirk
Maestro Muspratt returns to 
conduct this small orchestra 
through a mix of folk, dance, 
ballet, opera, movie and patri-
otic music. Friday, June 18, at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets on sale May 
17.

In-person tickets are $30 
per person and virtual tick-
ets are $15. For more infor-
mation about repertoire and 
to buy tickets visit www.
NISOrchestra.org.

Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra 
conducting Spring Concert Series

As Tax Day nears, fami-
lies and individuals across 
the country are taking a 
closer look at their financ-
es. During this time, the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
encourages people to proac-
tively plan for the financial 
impact of Alzheimer’s – one 
of the most expensive dis-
eases in the country. About 
110,000 Hoosiers are living 
with Alzheimer’s and another 
215,000 family members are 
serving as unpaid caregivers.

To help Hoosiers plan for 
the future, the Alzheimer’s 
Association Greater Indiana 
Chapter is hosting a two-part 
virtual program on legal and 
financial planning April 21 
and April 28 at 5 p.m. CT.

Disease-related costs can 
jeopardize a family’s fi-
nancial security, and many 
families and caregivers make 
enormous personal and fi-
nancial sacrifices. The 2021 

Alzheimer’s Association 
Alzheimer’s Disease Facts 
and Figures report found 
some staggering results:
• In 2020, the lifetime cost of 
care for a person living with 
dementia was $373,527.
• Average out-of-pocket costs 
for health care and long-term 
care services not covered 
by Medicare, Medicaid and 
private insurance exceed 
$10,000 annually.
• Nearly half (48%) of care 
contributors must cut back 
on their own expenses – in-
cluding basic necessities 
like food, transportation and 
medical care – to afford de-
mentia-related care, and 43% 
cut back on savings.
• Nearly two out of three 
people incorrectly believe 
that Medicare helps pay for 
nursing home care, or were 
unsure whether it does.

“After a diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s or another de-

mentia, families can feel over-
whelmed,” said Julie Collins, 
Alzheimer’s Association 
Greater Indiana Chapter pro-
gram manager for Northwest 
Indiana. “Understandably, 
these important issues are of-
ten pushed aside, but planning 
for the future can actually 
help reduce stress on both the 
person with the disease and 
their family members.”

Topics covered during 
the two-part program will 
include tax deductions and 
credits, legal documents and 
what they mean, how to find 
legal and financial assistance, 
practical strategies for mak-
ing a long-term care plan and 
government programs that 
can help pay for care.

Registration is free 
and available at www.bit.
ly/NorthernLAF or the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
24/7 Helpline at 800-272-
3900.

Alzheimer’s Association hosts virtual legal 
and financial program for Northwest Indiana

Treasurer of State Kelly 
Mitchell recently announced 
that the number of funded 
accounts in the state’s tax-
advantaged CollegeChoice 
529 education savings plans 
has surpassed 400,000. This 
milestone marks a net in-
crease of more than 136,000 
accounts since her tenure be-
gan in November 2014.

During this same period, 
assets have grown by $3.3 
billion to $6.2 billion, and 
the average account balance 
has risen to over $15,000, up 
from just under $11,000.

“400,000 is another tre-
mendous milestone in a 
program that has grown by 
leaps and bounds during my 
seven years in office,” said 

Treasurer Mitchell. “We con-
tinue to receive overwhelm-
ingly positive feedback from 
parents and students around 
the state, and I am so proud 
of the work being done by the 
Indiana Education Savings 
Authority.”

CollegeChoice 529 pro-
vides families with flexibility 

Indiana’s CollegeChoice 529 savings plans 
surpass 400,000 accounts, reports treasurer

(See 529 Pg. 8)
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ADVANCED CONCEPTS  DENTAL
Complete Family, Cosmetic, and Implant Dentistry Nextdoor.com

Neighborhood
Favorite Dentist

Our Amazing Family...Caring for Yours!

“The Softer Side of Dentistry”

Visit us online today!

www.ADCSmiles.com

* NEW   PATIENT   SPECIAL *

99$ EXAM, X-RAYS* &
REGULAR CLEANING*
*Ask for details.

FREE
2ND OPINIONS

FREE
CONSULTATION

IMPLANTS, INVISALIGN

Beautiful
Healthy Smiles
For the Whole Family!

106 Indian Boundary Road  *  Chesterton, IN 46304  *  (219)926-7595
10780 Randolph Street  *  Crown Point, IN 46307  *  (219)663-6878

3410 Willowcreek Road  *  Portage, IN 46368  *  (219)763-6878

Dr. Danny Hayes and Associates

Sheila Ann O’Toole, age 85 
of Merrillville, passed on 
March 24, 2021 peacefully in 
her sleep. Sheila was born in 
East Chicago on May 7, 1935 
to Bern and Leota O’Toole. 
She was raised in Highland, 
Indiana, and graduated from 
Griffith High School, class 
of 1953, and went on to re-
ceive a bachelor’s degree 
from Purdue University in 
1957. She was a member of 
the Alpha Xi Delta sorority 
at Purdue and was an active 
alumnus at the time of death. 
Sheila retired after a suc-

cessful career from Illinois 
Bell/AT&T after more than 
25 years and subsequently 
made her home in northwest 
Indiana where she enjoyed 
her many friends and family. 
She loved gardening and was 
a long-time member of the 
Brantwood Garden Club and 
achieved the status of Master 
Gardener. She also loved 
collecting teddy bears and 
was affectionately known 
as “SheBear.” Sheila is sur-
vived by her three children: 
Sue (Jim) of Coatesville, 
Pennsylvania, John (Jane) of 

Crown Point, Indiana, and 
Jim (Deb) of Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Michigan. Sheila also 
leaves behind 12 grandchil-
dren: Ashley, Riane (Brett), 
Peter (Abi), Erica (Nick), 
Alicia, Rachel (Eric), Kristi 
(Brandon), Alexandra (Leif), 
Daniel, Jacob, Jamie, Jacey 
and 8 great-grandchildren. 
The visitation took place on 
Saturday, April 3, 2021 at 
Burns Funeral Home, 10101 
Broadway, Crown Point, IN. 
www.burnsfuneral.com.

Timothy F. Bugno, Sr., age 
56, of Merrillville, went 
home to rest in the arms of 
Jesus Wednesday, March 24, 
2021. He is survived by his 
loving mother Joyce, children 
Tim Jr. (Jenn) and Michael 
“Tyler”, granddaughters 
Monroe and Harper; sister 

Christine (Eric) Buchmeier. 
He was preceded in death by 
his father Frank M Bugno. 
Tim was well-liked and will 
be greatly missed by many 
friends and co-workers. He 
was retired from People’s 
Gas, Chicago, IL and most 
recently worked part-time at 

Car Quest. A visitation took 
place on Monday, March 29, 
2021 at Burns Funeral Home, 
10101 Broadway, Crown 
Point, IN. Funeral was held 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 509 
W Division Rd, Valparaiso 
IN. www.burnsfuneral.com.

~ Obituary ~ Sheila Ann O’Toole~ Obituary ~ Timothy F. Bugno, Sr.

Indiana native and Vande-
rbilt University Women’s 
Basketball Coach Stephanie 
White knows a thing or two 
about what it takes to be an au-
thentic leader who can build a 
team of champions. During an 
upcoming webinar hosted by 
NWIIWA, the former WNBA 
coach plans to share what 
she’s learned throughout her 
professional athletic career 
with attendees from all kinds 
of different industries.

Those wishing to attend the 
virtual event can register at 
www.nwiiwa.org. Tickets are 
free for members and $25 for 
non-members.

Coach White’s event is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 
14 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. She plans to discuss topics 
including authentic leadership, 
empowering those around you, 
and what she’s learned about 
managing millennials.

White is in her fifth season 
at the helm of the Vanderbilt 
women’s basketball program. 
She arrived at Vanderbilt after 
spending two seasons as the 
head coach of the WNBA’s 
Indiana Fever, and was an as-
sistant coach prior to that. She 
took the Fever to the playoffs 
in each season, including a trip 
to the WNBA finals in 2015, 

becoming the first rookie coach 
in league history to lead a team 
to the finals.

White, who played five sea-
sons in the WNBA, was an as-
sistant coach with the Chicago 
Sky from 2007 to 2010. While 
coaching in the WNBA, White 
served as a college basketball 
analyst for ESPN and the Big 
Ten Network. She also covered 
the NBA’s Indiana Pacers for 
FOX Sports Indiana.

As a collegiate player, 
White enjoyed a very success-
ful career at Purdue University, 
where she led the Boilermakers 
to the 1999 NCAA champion-
ship as a senior.

Pro basketball coach to speak virtually 
next Wednesday at empowerment event

The Crown Point Commu-
nity Foundation is accepting 
grant applications online. 
Grants from the CPCF’s 
Unrestricted Funds will be 
made to nonprofit organiza-
tions and community proj-
ects which serve the South Lake 
County area. Fields of inter-
est which will be considered for 
funding include Animal Related, 
Arts and Culture, Community 
Improvement, Economic 

Development, Education, 
Environmental, Food/Nutrition/
Agriculture, Health and Human 
Services, Housing and Shelter, 
Public Safety, Recreation, 
Religion Related, and Youth 
Development. 

Eligible organizations may 
apply for grants on the CPCF 
online grant platform. Grant 
applications will be accepted 
through June 1, 2021. To ap-
ply for a grant visit www.cpcf-

grants.communityforce.com.
The CPCF awards grants 

from the unrestricted commu-
nity funds held in the CPCF 
Unrestricted Fund three times 
a year. The three application 
cycles are February 1, June 
1, and September 1. Only one 
grant application per organiza-
tion or agency will be eligible 
within a 12-month period. The 
CPCF Grant Committee re-
views all applications.

Applications now available online for the next 
Crown Point Community Foundation grant cycle
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Read Right!  Read Left!

Newspapers!

     We read English words and sentences from left to right.
The languages of Arabic and Hebrew are read from right
to left.  
     Here are some fun English words that can be read in
both directions and still have meaning for us. Study the 
words and fill in the vowels that make sense:

1. k __  __ p = p __  __ k

2. st __ p = p __ ts

3. p __ ls = sl __ p

4. t __ p = p __ t

5. st __ r = r __ ts

6. l __ v __ = __ v __ l

7. n __ w = w __ n

8. n __ t = t __ n

9. s __ w = w __ s

10. r __  __ d = d __  __ r

11. b __ t = t __ b

12. m __ __ d = d __ __ m

     We read using our eyes. We use the 
alphabet. People who cannot see well or are 
blind can read Braille, a system of raised dots, 
with their fingers. People who are deaf may 
read lips or fingers spelling out hand signals, 
in addition to the printed word. 

labels     
maps
charts     
flyers
letters     
books
diaries    
plays

Learn to Read!  Read to Learn!

1.) We read using the letters of the _____.
2.) When we read ______ we are able to share stories.
3.) We read for fun and to ______.
4.) We read signs by seeing the words or ______.
5.) We read words, ______ and paragraphs.
6.) We read using our ______.
7.) Some people, who cannot see well or are blind, may 
     read using ______, a system of raised dots.
8.) We learn new words and ______ when we read.  
9.) We read from the left side to the ______.
10.) We can read about places we can  
        ______ to and places we might not.
11.) We read music by reading the ______.
12.) People who are deaf may read finger______, or hand 
       signals as well as the printed word!

     There are 3 letters in my puzzle. Connect  
dots in the first one by following the numbers.
Then, follow the alphabet in the middle one.
Finally, connect the numbered dots of the
last letter to see the word we use the most.

A Recipe for Reading!

newspapers
magazines
instructions
scrapbooks

announcements
bulletin boards
invitations
directions

We Read:
I love puzzles!

1

2 3

4

5
6 7

8

9 10

11
12

eyes

right

alphabet

learn

aloud

sentences ideas
travel

pictures

notes

Braille

spelling

?TFEL OT THGIR MORF DAER UOY NAC

CAN YOU READ FROM LEFT TO RIGHT?

Books!

  I love 

to read!

What Word Do We 
   Use the Most?

1 2

3
4

5

67

8

910

1 2

3
4

5 6

78

9 10

1112

13

A

B
C

D E

F

G
H

IJ

KL

M

N

...about 
reading!

  Do you know what word is used 
the most in written materials?

                                 
         

A L K H N S E T I S B E W N B F E
 S B I B Q S I S

W N I R T O P V B G A E S Z U G T
 L B Y U W I M E

J E R T G L A P Q O T N H C Y U S
 E B I L U G A L

A N E W S P A P E R S N I P A E W
 T V Y L I N E C

I U X D C O M I C S Q Y Q T L V B
 T S O E U S N I

D I X O I Q T W S P O D M X C A T
 E R B T B U I T

V N S K O O B P A R C S Q B U I Y
 R E V I L K S R

X S F V D B U I V O W E R I O N G
 S Y B N P L N A

F T I N V I T A T I O N S J L L B
 L L F B P O O A

R R U I O Y R T E O P V B I O P S
 T F N O V B I S

B U B S D F G H S T N E M E C N U
 O N N A S P T L

C C O O M V O I U D G S M M V N J
 U W P R T B C W

X T S O O M P S X M N E W A J U R
 T S O D R P E A 

Q I B P U K X E S F G I V N P L A
 B E L S A P R T

N O U R I S S P V B I R X P O S W
 T Y Y S H K I N

Y N S Y T L E I S L H A P R Y U C
 N S T D C O D I

W S M B P O L C C P G I I N O T I
 C E S P D I O Z

M A G A Z I N E S O T D I W S O A
 Z S L O B M Y S 

B P W T Y V A R P O N M O I L M E
 X B I N V E S Q    

recipes   
poetry
symbols  
signs
notices   
websites
articles   
comics

Y
C

x
 We enjoy
reading on 
  our new 
   tablet.

Reading gives 
 us such joy!

A B C D E

     Read the clues about reading 
to fill in the crossword puzzle:

We’re 
nuts...

z
...

...
  We’ll help 
you to learn 
how to read!

Read for fun!

Read to learn!
     Chatter’s recipe 
for reading is not a 
secret. Find and circle 
all of these items that 
we read every day:
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

  Read to enjoy and explore! Read to learn and understand!



CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway

Crown Point
769-0044

HOBART
701 E. 7th Street

Hobart, IN
942-1117

Family Owned for 113 Years
Funeral Home and CrematoryB SU R N

WWW.BELUSHJEWELERS.COM

Jeffrey A JAnowski
fine Jeweler

219.663.5108
1170 E Summit St.

Crown Point, IN 46307

Fine Custom Made Jewelry • Diamonds & Precious Gems
Remounting • Purchasing Gold & Precious Metals

Like Us!
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE

WE BUY
GOLD

Serving Northwest Indiana for 45 Years
Always buying Coin Collections, Stamp Collections, Old Gold & Silver

On the web: www.knightcoin.com

.999 Fine
3434 Ridge Rd. • Lansing, IL

(708) 895-9339

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. • Hobart, IN

(219) 942-4341

Serving Northwest Indiana for 50 Years

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. • Hobart, IN

219-942-4341

219-663-3306

Clemons' Tree Experts

Residential & Commercial

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service

Licensed * Bonded * Insured

St. Mary’s Orthodox Center
8600 Grand Boulevard - Merrillville

Banquet Facility & Hall
Accommodating up to 240 for your special occasions.

www.ptvm.com
219.730.4698

∂

Expires 5/7/21Expires 5/7/21

Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public Accountants

Expires 4/15/21Expires 4/15/21

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC! 

Located inside Lakes of the 
Four Seasons
1054 Sunnyslope Drive
219-988-2282

Dine-In or Carry Out
Excludes already discounted items.
Coupons MUST be cut from
newspaper, not copied.
One coupon per purchase.
Expires 2-28-21

FREE 20 OZ. POP
with any large pizza purchase

Expires April 30, 2021

FREE Side Salad with the
           Purchase of Any Entree

Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public AccountantsStephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public Accountants

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC! 

Located inside Lakes of the 
Four Seasons
1054 Sunnyslope Drive
219-988-2282

Dine-In or Carry Out
Excludes already discounted items.
Coupons MUST be cut from
newspaper, not copied.
One coupon per purchase.
Expires 2-28-21

BUY ONE GET HALF OFF
any menu item between
11 am – 3 pm Tuesday through Friday

Expires April 30, 2021

Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public AccountantsStephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public Accountants

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon.Must present coupon.
Not valid with any other offer. Not valid with any other offer. 
Expires 5/7/21Expires 5/7/21

Seasons Lakehouse is Located inside LOFS 
1048 North Lakeshore Drive

219-988-2582
Dine-In Only, Valid Wednesday & Thursday, 
under $8 value, restrictions apply, cannot be 
combined with any other coupon or offer. 
Expires 2/28/2021

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC! BUY ONE GET ONE

1/2 OFF ENTREE
FREE Appetizer with Purchase

of 2 Entrees
(Dine-in Only, Valid Wednesday 
and Thursday only, Cannot be 
combined with any other coupons 
or offers, restrictions apply,
Expires 4/30/2021)

Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public AccountantsStephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public Accountants

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC! 

Located inside Lakes of the 
Four Seasons
1054 Sunnyslope Drive
219-988-2282

Dine-In or Carry Out
Excludes already discounted items.
Coupons MUST be cut from
newspaper, not copied.
One coupon per purchase.
Expires 2-28-21

FREE 20 OZ. POP
with any large pizza purchase

Expires April 30, 2021

FREE Kids Meal with
            Adult Entree Purchase

Stephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public AccountantsStephano’S 
pizza
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
219-663-6656

any Medium Pizza!

$3 OFF

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer
Expires:  5/3/19

any Large Pizza!

$4 OFF
any Family Pizza!

$5 OFF

Expires 4/15/20

John Tylicki CPA     Walter Cook, III
7199 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410

Certified Public Accountants

• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow & Ice Management

• Complete Landscape Services
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

The Indiana Chamber an-
nounced the ‘Coolest Thing 
Made in Indiana’ competi-
tion to celebrate the state’s 
long manufacturing history. 
Companies entered in the 
tournament will face off in 
a single-elimination bracket 
format.

“While Indiana is known 
for its sports prowess, agricul-
ture and Hoosier Hospitality, 
we’re also the most manufac-
turing-intensive state in the 
nation,” says Kevin Brinegar, 
Indiana Chamber president 
and CEO. “This competition 
is a fun way to celebrate our 

manufacturers and pair that 
with our affection for tourna-
ment basketball.”

The program kicks off in 
October, but businesses can 
register now to be notified 
when they can officially en-
ter. To participate, a company 
does not need to be headquar-
tered in Indiana, but the prod-
uct entered must be manufac-
tured in the state. Companies 
are limited to having one 
product nominated.

“We want to hear from 
companies that make all 
kinds of things,” Brinegar 
adds. “Businesses who have 

been around for decades or 
budding entrepreneurs. Our 
goal is to showcase the wide 
variety of manufacturing ef-
forts taking place in the state 
that have helped our economy 
thrive.” 

Winners will be chosen 
through public fan voting, 
with the products receiv-
ing the highest votes in each 
matchup moving to a subse-
quent round. The number of 
votes received will be reset at 
the beginning of each round.

All companies in the tour-
nament field will receive rec-
ognition. Those reaching the 

Final Four will receive prizes 
– with the champion earning 
a trophy, a feature article in 
the Indiana Chamber’s state-
wide BizVoice magazine and 
an invitation to appear on the 
Indiana Chamber podcast, 
among other benefits.

Indiana joins fellow 
Midwestern states Illinois, 
Kansas, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin in recognizing its 
manufacturers with a ‘Coolest 
Thing Made in’ competition. 

Learn more about the 
‘Coolest Thing Made in 
Indiana’ contest at www.indi-
anachamber.com/coolestthing.

‘Coolest Thing Made in Indiana’ competition recognizes manufacturing tradition



SMALL FARM 
FOR SALE

• Small Farm - 563 S. 500 W. Hebron
• Almost 20 acres, 15 farmable

• Garage & Pole Barn & Fishing Pond
• $215,000 

CONTACT: gcpatrick@hotmail.com
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(Pandemic from Pg. 1)

(529 from Pg. 4)

On this day in 1770, the British government 
moved to mollify outraged colonists by repealing 
most of the clauses of the despised Townshend 
Act. Initially passed in 1767, the Townshend 
constituted an attempt by the British government 
to consolidate fiscal and political power over the 
American colonies by placing import taxes on 
many of the British products bought by Americans.

Colonial anger culminated in the deadly Boston 
Massacre on March 5, 1770. Also on March 5, 
Townshend’s successor (Townshend died soon 
after proposing the act), Lord Frederick North 
asked Parliament to repeal the Townshend Acts 
except for the duty on tea; he considered all the 
duties bad for trade and, thus, expensive for the 
British empire. 

Charles Townshend, the chancellor of the 
Exchequer, was notoriously conservative in his 
understanding of colonial rights. The chancellor 
also undermined the colonial judiciary by increasing 
the power of the British navy’s vice-admiralty courts 
over American colonists and initiating an American 
Board of Customs Commissioners charged with 
enforcing his new import taxes.

Riotous protest of the Acts often invoked the 
phrase “no taxation without representation.” 
Colonists eventually decided not to import British 
goods until the act was repealed and to boycott 
any goods that were imported in violation. The 
Townshend Act was repealed on April 12, 1770.

www.history.com

This week in history
April 12, 1770

General Classifieds
Submit your general classified ad or real estate 
classified ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com. 
Duplex For Rent
Spacious Living Room, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Kitchen 
with appliances, Laundry Room and 2 Car Garage. No 
Pets $1,600/mo. + Security Deposit 219-746-4965 (982)
Uniroyal Laredo Tires, Great Condition
Three (3) Uniroyal Laredo tires for sale, great condition, 
many, many miles of tread left on them. Size P245/70R16 
Outlined White Letter. $50 each or $125 for all three. 
219-662-8888. 
Help Wanted – Automotive Technician
In an effort to increase our level of service to our 
customers, Crown Point Auto Repair is adding 
technicians to our team. If you know of, or have friends 
or family that you feel would be a good addition to the 
Crown Point Auto Repair team, have them stop in at 
1510 N. Main Street, Crown Point, IN, and talk to Bill. 
Or call the shop at 219-663-1847 or Bill’s cell at 708-
305-3666 for an appointment. 
Help Wanted – Home and Office Cleaning 
Crown Point and Munster. Permanent positions available 
with an established home and office cleaning company. 
We have openings for home cleaning positions weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and office cleaning positions early 
evenings and Saturdays. Low stress, easy dress code, 
active relaxed work. Valid driver’s license, reliable car 
required. Must agree to a criminal background and drug 
test. Earn $9 to $12 per hour with possible advancement 
to trainer, estimator, and field supervision. We are hiring 
for our Crown Point and Munster locations. For details 
call Constant Clean Maid Service in Crown Point at 
219-662-6243 or in Munster at 219-836-2650. 

           (219) 661-5085 

Kessler Family Dental And  Associates  
Serving the Community for Over 30 Years 

Now Offering 

• Many New Services  
• Sedation Dentistry 
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Family Dentistry 
• New Extended Hours  

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS  

9161 E. 109th Ave.  Crown Point  (Located in the Four Seasons Plaza) 

Dr. Eric 
Compton

Dr. Maya 
Gendlin

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS

Implant Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry

Family Dentistry
New Extended Hours

Dr. Eli 
Macis

Voted “Best in the Region” 7 Years in a Row!

CROWNPOINT AUTOVoted BEST in the Region!5 Years in a Row!

www.crownpointautorepair.com

Nationwide Warranty • Price Match Guarantee
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m.  -  5:30 p.m.

            1510 North Main Street

BEST Labor Rates • FREE Local Towing • FREE Loaner Vehicles

219-663-1847

SPRING TUNE-UP PACKAGE
 $50 OFF

Must present coupon. Most vehicles, some restrictions apply. See store for details. Expires: 5/1/20

MANAGED BY OWNER!

Must present coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield     American

(Regular $13995)

FREE 
Emission/Check Engine Light Diagnosis

Up to 1 hour (w/repairs)

Winfield     American

Must Present Coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield     American

FREE Inspection and Evaluation
on your Vehicle with Repair

from any damage done.
PLUS 10% OFF any repair needed

Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. 
See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

POT HOLE PATROL“We’re OPEN and Here to Help!”
• Due to the current pandemic surrounding us,
   restricting you to your home, we offer:
• FREE Local Pick Up and Delivery of your Vehicle!
• Offering communication and payment over the phone
  & 30-60 days same as cash to qualified customers!

WE VALUE ALL OUR CUSTOMERS!

10% OFF
BRAKE SPECIAL

$9995
Per axle, includes pads or shoes, parts and labor

additional services may be required.
Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield     American

Let us scan your vehicle for any trouble codes, install new spark 
plugs, ignition wire, PCV valve, fuel filter, air filter, and fuel 

system service. (Prices may vary per vehicle.)

WE DON’T JUST WORK ON CARS, WE FIX THEM!

5/9/21

5/9/21

5/9/21

5/9/21

CROWNPOINT AUTOVoted BEST in the Region!5 Years in a Row!

www.crownpointautorepair.com

Nationwide Warranty • Price Match Guarantee
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m.  -  5:30 p.m.

            1510 North Main Street

BEST Labor Rates • FREE Local Towing • FREE Loaner Vehicles

219-663-1847

SPRING TUNE-UP PACKAGE
 $50 OFF

Must present coupon. Most vehicles, some restrictions apply. See store for details. Expires: 5/1/20

MANAGED BY OWNER!

Must present coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield     American

(Regular $13995)

FREE 
Emission/Check Engine Light Diagnosis

Up to 1 hour (w/repairs)

Winfield     American

Must Present Coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield     American

FREE Inspection and Evaluation
on your Vehicle with Repair

from any damage done.
PLUS 10% OFF any repair needed

Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. 
See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

POT HOLE PATROL“We’re OPEN and Here to Help!”
• Due to the current pandemic surrounding us,
   restricting you to your home, we offer:
• FREE Local Pick Up and Delivery of your Vehicle!
• Offering communication and payment over the phone
  & 30-60 days same as cash to qualified customers!

WE VALUE ALL OUR CUSTOMERS!

10% OFF
BRAKE SPECIAL

$9995
Per axle, includes pads or shoes, parts and labor

additional services may be required.
Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield     American

Let us scan your vehicle for any trouble codes, install new spark 
plugs, ignition wire, PCV valve, fuel filter, air filter, and fuel 

system service. (Prices may vary per vehicle.)

5/9/21

underground utility. The color 
code guide can tell you which 
colors indicate which type 
of utility and where to avoid 
digging. The utility flags may 
be removed once the project 
is fully complete. See the 
complete color code guide at 
www.nipsco.com/811.

Nipsco utilizes two out-
side companies to assist 
with marking underground 
facilities for customers — 
GridHawk and Utiliquest. 
Thanks to an enhanced offer-
ing, Nipsco customers will 
now receive an electronic 
confirmation that their re-
quested project area has been 
located.

For more information 
about 811, visit www. nipsco.
com/811.

Winfield Jerry Ross Community Advocates for Education is hosting a public online auction. 
Starting Wednesday, April 28 at 4 p.m. through Thursday, April 29, ending at 8 p.m. Located on 
www.Facebook.com/groups/WinfieldJerryRossCAFEOnlineAuction

Pick up for winners will be Friday, April 30 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Jerry Ross Elementary School.

Jerry Ross C.A.F.E. online auction to be held April 28 and 29
and choice when it comes to 
saving for education after 
high school. Funds can be 
used at any eligible school 
or qualified apprenticeship 
program, both in- and out-
of-state. Accounts grow tax-
deferred and distributions are 
tax-free as long as the money 
is withdrawn to pay for quali-
fied education expenses like 
tuition, books, computers, 
equipment and fees.

Indiana taxpayers may also 
be eligible for an annual state 
income tax credit of 20 per-
cent of contributions to their 
CollegeChoice 529 accounts, 
worth up to $1,000 each year 
($500 for married couples fil-
ing separately).

“We know that the flex-
ibility of CollegeChoice 529 
is just one of the reasons 
families invest with us. The 
fact that dollars saved can be 
used for practical qualified 
expenses like registered ap-
prenticeships and certificate 

programs, as well as tradi-
tional college, means a lot to 
Hoosiers. You’re not locking 
your dollars into a program, 
but opening the door for 
your child’s potential,” said 

Marissa Rowe, executive di-
rector of the program.

For more information, visit 
www.collegechoicedirect.
com/plans


