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Northwest Indiana
sailor serving in
more ways than one
aboard combat ship
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Centier Bank wins statewide
awards for community service

Northwest Indiana native
and Culinary Specialist
1st Class Corey Mace,
from Portage, seasons
potato wedges aboard
Independence-variant
littoral
combat
ship
USS Charleston (LCS
18). Charleston, part
of Destroyer Squadron
Seven, is on a rotational
deployment operating in
the U.S. 7th Fleet area
of operation to enhance
interoperability with partners and serve as a
ready-response
force
in support of a free and
open Indo-Pacific region.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist
2nd Class Adam Butler)

Centier Bank, headquartered in Merrillville and with
a branch office in Winfield,
and Community First Bank
of Indiana, have been bestowed with the Indiana
Bankers Association C2C
(Commitment to Community)
Awards in their respective asset sizes for outstanding community service performed
during 2020. Community
First Bank of Indiana won in
the category of banks with assets below $500 million, and
Centier Bank won in the category of banks with assets of
$500 million and above.
Peoples Bank, headquartered in Munster and also with
a branch in Winfield, was also
nominated.
The awards were present(See Centier Pg. 4)

Amber Van Til of the Indiana Bankers Association
presents the IBA 2020 Commitment to Community
Award to Timothy V. Coleman, representing Centier
Bank. The bank won in the category of banks with
assets of $500 million and above.

FAFSA state financial aid open for filing for 2022-23 school year

Hoosier students and families are encouraged to file the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA), which
is now open for the 2022-23
school year.
The Indiana Commission
for Higher Education reminds Hoosiers that filing the
FAFSA by April 15, 2022 is
imperative for securing money for college and accessing
some of the $390 million in
state financial aid and billions of dollars in federal aid
available for learners.
“Regardless of family income, filing the FAFSA is
an important first step for

anyone interested in education and training beyond
high school,” said Indiana
Commissioner for Higher
Education Teresa Lubbers.
“It’s surprising how much
money is left on the table each
year because many Hoosiers
assume they don’t qualify for
state or federal financial aid.
There is a significant amount
of funding available to help
with the cost of college,
but you must at least have a
FAFSA on file to use it.”
Filing the FAFSA is required for many of Indiana’s
scholarship and grant opportunities, such as the Frank

O’Bannon Grant and the Next
Level Jobs Workforce Ready
Grant, and many colleges require a completed FAFSA to
award merit and need-based
scholarships. Regardless of the
degree being pursued – including short-term certificates, associate and bachelor’s degrees
and higher – students should
file the FAFSA to potentially
qualify for available financial
aid.
Currently, there are nearly
15,000 high school seniors
who qualify for Indiana’s early-college promise program,
the 21st Century Scholars
program. Completing the

FAFSA on time is a necessary step for Scholars to earn
the full scholarship amount
of up to four years of college
tuition.
Students can file the
FAFSA online at www.
FAFSA.gov. The first step for
students who have not previously filed the FAFSA is to
create a Federal Student Aid
(FSA) ID. Then, each student
will need:
• Social Security number
• Alien Registration number
(for non-U.S. citizens)
• Federal income tax returns,
W-2s and other records of
money earned from 2020

• Bank statements and records of investments (if applicable)
• Records of untaxed income
(if applicable)
Improvements to simplify
and shorten the FAFSA are
coming for the 2023-24 academic year, however this year
filers will notice a new look
to the form, making it easier
to navigate and get assistance. The U.S. Department
of Education provides email
and live chat assistance for
FAFSA filers as well as a
helpline at 800-4FED-AID.
Hoosier families can also access free FAFSA help through

INvestEd Indiana at www.investedindiana.org.
The Next Generation
Hoosier Educators Scholarship opened October 1 and
provides up to $7,500 per
year of college (up to $30,000
total) for top performing
Hoosier students who commit to teaching in Indiana for
five years after earning their
degrees. The deadline to apply is January 31, 2022.
For questions about state financial aid, students can contact the Indiana Commission
for Higher Education by
phone at 888-528-4719 or via
email at awards@che.in.gov.

Uesco Cranes, an Alsip,
Illinois-based
overhead
cranes manufacturer, donated $3,610 to Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater Northwest
Indiana at a check presentation ceremony. Uesco Cranes
president Ryan Marks said
the funds were raised as part
of the company’s 100-year
celebration and will support the youth development
organization’s work in the
Region.
“I live in Northwest
Indiana and am fortunate to
have a family of my own. As
a parent who goes to work
every day, it’s important to

me for there to be the kinds
of after-school services Boys
& Girls Clubs offer,” Marks
said. “Kids are lucky to have
somewhere like BGC, and
anything our organization
can do to help with that is a
blessing. We could not think
of a better way to celebrate
100 years of business than
coming together and donating to such a great cause.”
Boys & Girls Clubs
President and CEO Ryan
Smiley thanked Marks and
Uesco Cranes employees for
their generosity and congratulated them on 100 years.
“For them to reach out to

us with a donation like this
is an honor,” Smiley said.
“Using their hundredth-anniversary celebration as a way
to raise funds speaks to the
kind of organization they are,
and we are grateful to have
them as a friend.”
Uesco Cranes was founded in 1921 and remains family-owned and operated. The
company’s OEM products
include single girder, double
girder, top running and under running overhead crane
systems, single and double
girder dual motor gantry
cranes, and complete runway
systems.

Uesco Cranes president Ryan Marks (right) presents Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Northwest Indiana president and CEO Ryan Smiley with a check for $3,600.

Donation of $3,600 made to Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana

www.winfieldamerican.com
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It ’s a South Shore Holiday Tradition!

Lakefront Solutions LLC
Waterfront Specialists

• Seawalls
• Bank Stabilization
• Marine Construction
• Pile Driving
• Custom Waterfront Decks
• Excavation
• Demolition

HOLiDAY
POPS
Ch
your oose
s
onli eats
ne!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10

Three Performances! 7:30pm
THE AUDITORIUM AT LIVING HOPE CHURCH
9000 Taft Street, Merrillville/Crown Point

Featuring
Emily Birsan, soprano
Kate Tombaugh, mezzo
James Judd, tenor
Evan Bravos, baritone

Julie Sadler
Owner

lakefrontsols.com
lakefrontsolutionsllc@gmail.com

219.712.7515

Kirk Muspratt, Music Director & Conductor

Tickets are $35 - $75
$10 Students

219/836.0525 • WWW.NISORCHESTRA.ORG
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“’A Christmas Story’ Comes Home” Tickets available for ‘America’s Crossroads’
college football bowl game in Hobart
exhibit now open through January 2 The Hillsdale College turning to the America’s cascrossroadsbowl.com or

The
South
Shore
Convention and Visitors
Authority has unwrapped the
annual “’A Christmas Story’
Comes Home” exhibit at the
Indiana Welcome Center in
Hammond. It will run through
January 2. The exhibit is free
and open to the public daily
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. with
special hours for events and
holidays.
The exhibit will showcase
all seven animated window
displays; each depicting a
classic scene from the holiday
movie, ‘A Christmas Story’.
The scenes include: Higbee’s
Department Store; A Hero’s
Dream; Flick’s Tongue and
the Triple Dog Dare; It’s
a Major Award; Santa’s
Mountain at Higbee’s; The
Bumpus Hounds; and The
Parker Living Room.
Visitors are welcome to
relive their own childhood
memories of Santa and that
long-sought-after Christmas
present
while
strolling
through the exhibit, admiring the decorated Christmas
trees or visiting with Santa.
In addition to the exhibit and
photos with Santa, visitors are
welcome to take their own
photos at the photo opportunities including the bronzed
Flick outside of the Indiana
Welcome Center.
Photos with Santa
Families are welcome to
schedule a visit with Santa
on select days leading up
to Christmas. Scheduling is
open now. Each session is
five minutes and includes a
printed photo with Santa. The
cost is $10 and $6 for each
additional photo.
This year Santa will not
be atop the replica Santa’s
Mountain, but instead will be
located inside the theatre at
the Indiana Welcome Center.
Guests will be at least six feet
from other guests during their
wait and Santa will have a
glass barrier separating him
from guests. Appointments
will be scheduled online only.
A scheduling link can be
found at www.achristmasstorycomeshome.com.

Santa will be available
for photos on the following
days from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.:
November 26, 27 and 28.
December 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19,
21, 22, and 23.
Holiday for Heroes
First responders (police,
fire, EMT), Hoosier Helpers
and active and retired military
are invited to visit the popular
“’A Christmas Story’ Comes
Home” exhibit and visit with
Santa on December 9 from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Photos with
Santa must be scheduled online before arrival.
All is Calm
Santa invites families with
special needs to come visit on
December 15 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. and again from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m. The exhibit will be
sensory-friendly and Santa
will accommodate guests
with limited accessibility.
Photos with Santa must be
scheduled online before the
(Centier from Pg. 1)

ed during the IBA Mega
Conference in Indianapolis.
The Association created
the C2C Awards in 2018 to
celebrate exceptional bank
outreach and to raise public awareness of the diverse
ways that banks support the
communities they serve.
Twenty-two banks submitted nominations for the 2020
C2C awards, providing a
sampling of statewide community service performed

event.
Guests to the Indiana
Welcome Center are required
to wear masks (all adults and
children who are old enough
to walk). Hand sanitizer stations will be available to
guests as they visit the exhibit, Santa (select days) and
gift shop. Six-foot markers
will be placed on the floor
throughout the exhibit so
visitors can enjoy the exhibit
safely.
Please
visit
www.
AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
for additional details. The
Indiana Welcome Center is
located at 7770 Corinne Drive
in Hammond. The Welcome
Center gift shop offers an
array of movie memorabilia
including the infamous leg
lamp. Follow on Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/
AChristmasStoryComesHome.

Crossroads Bowl for a second time after finishing third
in GLVC play in 2021. The
Bulldogs, who also claimed
wins in three of their final four
contests this season, captured
the 2019 bowl title with a 21-7
win against Ohio Dominican.
The America’s Crossroads
Bowl is one of four NCAA
Division II bowl games sponsored nationally in 2021 and is
conducted in partnership with
the South Shore Convention
& Visitors Authority and City
of Hobart.
Tickets are available for
$12 for adults, $7 for students
and seniors, and $5 for veterans, active military and first
responders. Children 4 and
under are free. Tickets can
also be purchased in groups
of 15 or more for a discounted
rate.
Regular ticket purchases
can be made at www.ameri-

on the Facebook page for
America’s Crossroads Bowl.
Group tickets are available
by calling Heather Becerra at
219-301-7756.

by the 120+ member banks
of the IBA. Nominations
stories are posted on IBA
social media under hashtag
#C2CAwards.
IBA President and CEO
Amber Van Til said: “The
Indiana Bankers Association
appreciates all the nominations for the 2020 C2C
Awards. Each nomination
tells the winning story of
banks’ commitment to the
communities they serve.”

Make your
financial
Looking
for the
right
future aadvisor?
priority.
financial

You can’t predict the
future, so plan for it.
Pat Hedge

Financial Advisor
10618 Randolph St
Crown
Point,
IN 46307
Winfield,
IN 46307
219-662-5999

Member SIPC

Emergency
physicians ramp
up efforts to
address vaccine
hesitancy

Misinformation
about
Covid-19, vaccines and treatments is rampant and putting
lives at risk in communities
with low vaccination rates.
The American College of
Emergency Physicians is addressing vaccine hesitancy
head on by mobilizing doctors on a multi-state satellite
media tour to give everyone
facts they can trust and answer
common questions about the
vaccines.
“Misinformation is fueling
vaccine hesitancy in many
states but there’s a moun(See Vaccine Pg. 5)

Chargers and Truman State
University Bulldogs have
been selected to participate in
the second annual America’s
Crossroads Bowl on Saturday,
December 4, in nearby
Hobart.
Hillsdale (6-5, 5-2) and
Truman State (8-3, 4-3) will
represent the Great Midwest
Athletic Conference and Great
Lakes Valley Conference, respectively, in the contest held at
Brickyard Stadium at 1 p.m. CT.
The Chargers finished
tied for second in the Great
Midwest standings. Hillsdale
finished the season winners in
three of its last four contests,
including a victory at Great
Midwest champion Findlay
and a season-closing victory
against Ohio Dominican, the
league’s inaugural bowl representative at the America’s
Crossroads.
Truman State will be re-

BURN
URNS
Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:

Celebrating Life

• A gift of love for your family
• Provides you with peace of mind

• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow & Ice Management
• Complete Landscape Services

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

• Is a compassionate means of
helping your loved ones during one
of the most difficult times of life.

On-Premises
Crematory
Serving
Winfield/LOFS
Since 1985.

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

FamilyOwned
Owned for 113
Family
104 Years
Years
CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway
Crown Point

769-0044

HOBART

701 E. 7th Street
Hobart, IN

942-1117
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Emergency physicians suggest tips to protect holiday travelers from flu, Covid
The busiest travel days
of the year are here, and
the American College of
Emergency Physicians is
urging anyone visiting family
or friends during the holiday
season to take all available
steps to avoid getting sick
with Covid-19 or the seasonal flu.
“Many people are excited
about their first chance in a
long time to come together,”
said Gillian Schmitz, MD,
FACEP, president of ACEP.
“But we are still in a pandemic and Covid cases can spike
because of holiday gatherings, especially in households with somebody who is
unvaccinated.”
Covid cases are now surging in more than 20 states,
particularly in northern parts
of the country where colder
weather is likely to send people inside where it is easier to
transmit the virus. With the

expected increase in holiday
travelers, emergency physicians advise gathering with
health and safety top of mind.
For those hosting or attending holiday celebrations:
• Get your flu and Covid
shot. Getting vaccinated
is the strongest protection
available against severe
illness, hospitalization,
or death from Covid. The
Covid-19 vaccines are safe
and effective, and recommended for everyone ages
five and older. As the winter
chill sets in, emergency physicians are also concerned
about Covid mixing with the
seasonal flu, so getting a flu
shot in addition to a Covid
vaccine will give everyone a
better chance to stay healthy
and avoid hospitalization.
• Cover your face when in
public. Even if you’re vaccinated, health officials recommend you wear a mask while

(Vaccine from Pg. 4)
tain of real world and clinical evidence that proves the
vaccines are safe and effective,” said Jennifer L.
Stankus, MD, JD, FACEP,
chair of the Emergency
Medicine Foundation Board
of Trustees. “We have to help
people understand —before
they have an emergency
—that the vaccines offer
the best protection we have
against severe illness, hospitalization, and death.”
The October campaign
featured
Jessica
SolisMcCarthy, MD, FACEP, a bi-

lingual emergency physician
in San Antonio, Texas, and
Ryan Stanton, MD, FACEP,
an emergency physician in
Lexington, Kentucky. These
ACEP experts were featured
more than 2,000 times online,
on television, and on radio
programs across the country.
Emergency physicians are
still available for interviews
in English and Spanish.
More information about
the virus and vaccines is
available at www.emergencyphysicians.org/article/
covid19/Covid-19-VaccineInformation-Center

in public, indoor spaces, especially where there are high
numbers of cases in the community. That choice can also
increase protection for those
at high risk of severe illness,
such as the unvaccinated or
anyone with a weakened immune system.
• Make smart travel choices.
The CDC advises that those
who are not fully vacci-

Kessler Family Dental And Associates

Serving the Community for Over 30 Years
• Many New Services
Implant Dentistry
• Sedation Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Now Offering
Cosmetic Dentistry
Cosmetic •Dentistry
• Family Dentistry
Family Dentistry
• New Extended Hours
New Extended Hours

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS
FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS

Dr. Maya
Gendlin

Dr. Eli
Macis

Dr. Eric
Compton

nated delay their travel plans.
Holiday travelers can protect
themselves and each other
by following local safety
guidelines, social distancing, and covering their face.
Many travelers should also
consider getting tested before
they leave for a trip and once
they return.
• Prioritize safety as a host
or houseguest. To reduce

the risk of spreading the virus, small groups gathering
outside are safer than those
inside. Some hosts may feel
more comfortable confirming the vaccination status
of house guests before they
arrive. Those who are sick or
have symptoms should not
host or attend a gathering.
“As people move about
the country and the winter

sets in, responsible steps to
lower your health risks can
help keep Covid and flu off
your holiday guest list,” said
Dr. Schmitz. “However, if
there is a medical emergency
you can be sure that an emergency physician will be ready
to treat you 24/7, even on the
holidays.”

HOW ARE YOU SLEEPING?

If you or someone you know SNORES nightly
and has one or more of the following
symptoms, it’s best to see a doctor.
• REPEATED SNORING INTERRUPTED BY PERIODS OF SILENCE
• FALLING ASLEEP WHEN YOU SHOULDN’T AT WORK, WHILE DRIVING, ETC.
• RESTLESS SLEEP
• LOSS OF ENERGY, FATIGUE
• MORNING HEADACHES
• TROUBLE CONCENTRATING
• IRRITABILITY
• FORGETFULNESS
• SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION
• DEPRESSION

(These Are All Symptoms Of A Treatable
Sleep Disorder Known As Sleep Apnea.)
Voted “Best in the Region” 7 Years in a Row!

(219) 661-5085

9161 E. 109th Ave. Crown Point (Located in the Four Seasons Plaza)

Board Certified Sleep Physician Emilio D. Soria, MD
Sleep Center Of Northwest Indiana
Accredited by A.A.S.M.
NOW OPEN
In Winfield Woods Medical
9150 E. 109th Ave., Suite A1 • Crown Point, IN 46307
Call: 219-940-9052
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Recycling & Waste Reduction
District spotlights seasonal
leaves cleanup practices
To rake or not to rake? It’s
the question at hand when the
leaves start to fall.
“Leaves are rich with so
many nutrients. As the seasons start to change many residents take to raking. It’s important to note that leaves can
easily be mulched down with
lawn mowers. Leaves are incredibly beneficial for nutrient absorption into yards and
lawns across the area,” said
Keri Marrs Barron, executive
director of the Recycling &
Waste Reduction District of
Porter County.
For residents interested in
raking, bagging, and transporting leaves from lawns
there are several options for
quick and easy disposal across
the District’s three main compost sites.
The Recycling & Waste
Reduction District of Porter
County provides three main
compost sites across Porter
County with locations in

"Like" the
Winfield
American
on Facebook

www.facebook.com/WinfieldAmerican

Boone Grove, Valparaiso, and
Portage.
Local residents are encouraged to utilize sites in proper
disposal of leaves, branches,
brush, seasonal pumpkins and
gourds collected from residential yards and neighborhoods.
For more information on
acceptable recycling items
and educational programming, contact the Recycling
& Waste Reduction District
of Porter County at 219510-1124 or visit www.
PorterCountyRecycling.org.

Online and hard copies of 2022 Indiana State
Parks special events calendar now available
Advance copies of the
2022 Indiana State Parks
special events calendar are
available in PDF format by
emailing
specialevents@
dnr.IN.gov. You can request
a hard copy by calling 317232-4140.
This calendar offers a
high-level listing of events
and dates for the entire year
for those who are planning
vacations and weekend trips
to coincide with their favorite
activities.
Events on the 2022 calendar range from winter bald
eagle watches and full moon

hikes in several locations to
dates for Easter egg hunts,
paddling events, fireworks,
organized runs and walks
like Volksmarches, holiday
buffets at inns, and fall festival weekends at DNR properties across the state.
Individual events with additional details will also be
posted by properties on the
DNR calendar, which you
can see at www.calendar.dnr.
IN.gov or by visiting www.
interpretiveservices.IN.gov.
Events are also posted at
nature centers and park gates.
Some state parks also offer

• Tree Trimming
and Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage
Clean-up
• Licensed, Bonded,
and Insured
• Call for a Free Estimate

We provide excellent care of your yard while safely
removing tough trees. We use protective yard mats
for our equipment, lower branches and logs with
ropes to reduce damage to your yard, and clean up
our mess as if we were never there.
Now serving Winfield, LOFS, and the surrounding areas!

periodic electronic newsletters with event details. A list
of these is at www.public.
govdelivery.com/accounts/
INDNR/subscriber/topics,
where you can select individual parks under ‘State Parks’.
“In addition to these special events, our interpretive
naturalists offer a wide range
of daily hikes, talks, and
other outdoor experiences
to introduce and connect
Hoosiers to our natural and
cultural resources throughout the year,” said Ginger
Murphy, deputy director of
Indiana State Parks.

For camping reservations,
visit
www.Camp.IN.gov
(available 24 hours) or call
866-622-6746 between noon
and 8 p.m. Reservations can
now be made year-round up
to six months in advance to
ensure that you have your favorite campsite.
For reservations at Indiana
State Park Inns, visit www.
IndianaInns.com or call 877563-4371.

General Classifieds

Submit your general classified ad or real estate classified
ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com.
Automotive Technician (Crown Point)
Compensation: $500 signing bonus! $15/$30 an hour,
based on experience. Full-time. Busy shop has an opening
for a full-time Automotive Technician. Should be familiar
with the repair of all brands of vehicles. Must have good
communication skills, organizational skills, and pride in
workmanship. Must have own tools and valid driver’s
license with good transportation. Call 219-663-1847.
Handyman Services: LOFS & Winfield
Carpentry, decks, deck repair, windows, doors, drywall,
painting, floors remodeling, repairs, and more! Call Gregg
219-286-2523. Over 30 years experience! (1,011)
Uniroyal Laredo Tires, Great Condition
Three (3) Uniroyal Laredo tires for sale, great condition,
many, many miles of tread left on them. Size P245/70R16
Outlined White Letter. $40 each or $100 for all three. 219662-8888.

November 26, 2021

7

Largest six-month increase in traffic fatalities ever recorded in the first half of 2021

The Indiana Criminal
Justice Institute awarded
$6.5 million in traffic safety
grants to more than 200 police departments throughout
the state. The departments
will use the funds to conduct
overtime patrols and carry out
strategies to address reckless
driving in Indiana.
Nationwide, last year saw a
drastic increase in the number
of traffic fatalities, despite having fewer drivers on the road.
Tragically, 2021 is shaping
up to be even worse, according to a report just released by
the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.

In the first half of 2021,
an estimated 20,160 people
died in traffic crashes across
the U.S., which is 3,140 more
or an 18.4% increase compared to the same time last
year. According to NHTSA,
that’s the largest six-month
increase ever recorded in the
reporting system’s history.
In Indiana, traffic fatalities
remain high and continue to
exceed pre-pandemic levels.
As of early October, a total of 683 people have been
killed in crashes, preliminary
data shows. Although this is
around the same rate as in
2020, it represents a marked

increase (8%) from 2019.
If the pace continues and
with the holiday travel season
ahead, Indiana could surpass
900 traffic fatalities by the
end of the year – one of the
highest in the past decade.
“This should be a wake-up
call for everyone in Indiana,”
said Devon McDonald, ICJI
Executive Director. “Lives are
being lost at an alarming rate
because people are choosing
to speed and ignore the rules
of the road. The reckless driving has to stop. Enough is
enough.”
Early estimates from
NHTSA and the criminal

Crown Point will receive
$451,255 in a state matching
grant to steer toward muchneeded road improvement
projects, according to State
Rep. Julie Olthoff (R-Crown
Point).
Olthoff said 218 towns,
cities and counties throughout Indiana received a combined total of over $101 million through the Community
Crossings Matching Grant
program. Olthoff supported
legislation establishing the
program in 2016 and its expansion in 2017. The Indiana
Department of Transportation
oversees and distributes these

grants twice each year.
“Improving local infrastructure will always be a
priority and the Community
Crossings program ensures
even smaller and more rural communities get the help
they need,” Olthoff said.
“Completing road and bridge
projects are vital to economic
development efforts and will
allow communities to stretch
their dollars further and use
them elsewhere.”
As part of the program,
Lake County also received
$1 million in state matching
grants for local road projects.
Olthoff said communi-

ties can use these funds for
road and bridge preservation,
road reconstruction, intersection improvements, guardrail
replacements and signage.
Smaller municipalities must
provide a 25% match in local funds, while large communities must provide a 50%
match. State law requires that
50% of the available matching
funds be awarded annually to
communities within counties
with a population of 50,000 or
fewer.
More information about the
program and recipients can be
found online at www.in.gov/
indot/communitycrossings

State grants gives Crown Point green
light for local road improvements

justice institute suggest that
many of the same risky driving behaviors that contributed
to 2020 being one of the deadliest years on record continue
to persist. Those are higher
average speeds in conjunction
with declining seat belt use
and driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Robert Duckworth, ICJI
Traffic Safety Director, said
that most traffic fatalities, if
not all, are preventable.
“Every driver needs to examine the choices they are
making and commit to safe
driving before they get behind
the wheel,” Duckworth said.

“We could put a stop to this
crisis today if everyone chose
to slow down, drive sober,
wear a seat belt and pay attention to the road.”
To address reckless driving,
departments will use the funding to conduct ‘zero tolerance’
overtime patrols and sobriety
checkpoints, most of which
will take place during dedicated enforcement periods
throughout the year. The first
one, starting in the next couple
of weeks, is the Safe Family
Travel campaign designed to
cut down on impaired driving
and promote seat belt use during the holiday season.

As part of a new initiative,
several departments received
funding this year to deploy
visible speed enforcement
teams in an effort to reduce
speed-related fatalities and
collisions. With multiple officers working together, this
strategy involves using a police “spotter” or stationary officer watching for violations
who can radio to their partner
if speeding is detected.
“High-visibility enforcement works,” McDonald
said. “People are less likely to
speed and drive dangerously
when law enforcement is
present.”

A total of 893 wild deer
in Indiana were tested for
chronic wasting disease
(CWD) through the end of
the 2020-21 deer season, an
increase from the 823 tested
in 2019.
“While CWD has been
found in the neighboring
states of Illinois, Michigan,
and Ohio, we have not detected CWD in Indiana to
date,” said Mitch Marcus,
DNR fish and wildlife health
supervisor.
CWD is a neurologic disease that affects white-tailed
deer. The disease is always
fatal to deer and is transmit-

ted directly through body
fluids, such as feces, saliva,
blood, and urine, or indirectly
through the contamination of
soil, plants, and water.
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, there have been
no cases of CWD in humans. In areas where CWD
is known to be present, the
CDC recommends that hunters have deer tested before
eating the meat.
Although DNR collects
wild deer samples for CWD
testing throughout the year,
Moriah Boggess, Indiana
DNR deer biologist, empha-

sized that most deer health
samples are collected from
hunter-harvested deer during
the fall.
Any deer hunters who had
their harvest sampled for
CWD during the 2020-21
deer season can check sample
results at www.reportsickanimal.dnr.IN.gov/search.
For information related
to CWD surveillance in
Indiana, see www.on.IN.
gov/cwd. Information about
2021-22 CWD monitoring
efforts during the deer hunting seasons will be available
on the website later this year.

Hunters spur increase in number of
deer tested for chronic wasting disease

15% ONE
Off AllGET
Entrees
BUY
ONE

OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC!

Wednesdays
& OFF
Thursdays
3 OFF
5 OFF
1/2
OFF4 OFF
ENTREE
3 OFF
4
5 OFF
$

$

$

$

any
Medium only,
Pizza! cannot
any Large
Pizza!
(Dine-in
be used
on

$

$

any Family Pizza!
Thanksgiving

any Medium
Pizza!
any Large Pizza!
Certified
Public Accountants

any Family Pizza!

Day, cannot be combined
with
any
other
Limit
one (1)
coupon
per visit.
Certified Public Accountants
Stephano’S
Dine-In Only, Valid Wednesday
&
Thursday,
Must present
coupon.
Notcoupon
valid per visit.
Seasons Lakehouse is Located inside LOFS coupons
Limit
one (1)
or
offers,
must
be
Seasonal
with any other
offer
pizza
Must
present be
coupon.
Expires Not
4/15/20valid
under
$8
value,
restrictions
apply,
cannot
1048 North Lakeshore Drive
Expires:
5/3/19
John
Tylicki
CPA
Walter
Cook,
III
with any apply.
other offer
10703
Randolph
• Winfield
cutout
notStreet
awith
copy,
other
restrictions
combined
any
other
coupon
or
offer.
Expires:
5/3/19
7199
Broadway
•
Merrillville,
IN
46410
John
Tylicki
CPA
Walter
Cook,
III
219-663-6656
10703 Randolph Street • Winfield
Valid
11/1/2021-11/30/2021)
Expires
2/28/2021
7199
Broadway
• Merrillville, IN 46410
219-663-6656

219-988-2582

Stephano’S
pizza

Expires 4/15/20

Limit one (1) coupon per visit.
Must present coupon.
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 12/3/21

Expires 12/3/21

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
St. Mary’s Orthodox Center
8600 Grand Boulevard - Merrillville

∂
Banquet Facility & Hall

Accommodating up to 240 for your special occasions.

www.ptvm.com
219.730.4698

Clemons' Tree Experts

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Residential & Commercial Licensed * Bonded * Insured

219-663-3306

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service

Jeffrey A JAnowski

fine Jeweler

219.663.5108
1170 E Summit St.
Crown Point, IN 46307

Like Us!

Fine Custom Made Jewelry • Diamonds & Precious Gems
Remounting • Purchasing Gold & Precious Metals

WWW.BELUSHJEWELERS.COM

YOUR AD HERE
CALL
219-662-8888

WE BUY
GOLD

Serving
Northwest
for4550
Years
Serving
Northwest Indiana
Indiana for
Years
Always buying Coin Collections, Stamp Collections, Old Gold & Silver

.999
Fine Coin &Knight
Coin & Jewelry
Knight
Jewelry
3434 Ridge Rd. • 237
Lansing,
IL • Hobart,
237 Main
Main St.
IN St. • Hobart, IN
(708) 895-9339
219-942-4341(219) 942-4341
On the web: www.knightcoin.com

8

November 26, 2021

Some state park properties to
temporarily close for deer hunts

Select Indiana State Park
properties will close temporarily for a controlled deer
management hunt. The hunt
is on Monday, November 29,
and Tuesday, November 30.
The participating state park
properties will close to the
general public on the evening
before the hunt.
Participating state park
properties are Indiana Dunes,
Tippecanoe River, Turkey
Run, Chain O’Lakes, Clifty
Falls, Fort Harrison, Lincoln,
Ouabache, Pokagon, Potato
Creek, Shakamak, Spring

Mill, Summit Lake, Versailles,
and Whitewater Memorial
state parks, as well as Cave
River Valley Natural Area and
Trine State Recreation Area.
These state park properties
will re-open the morning after
the two-day hunt. All other
Indiana state park properties
will be open and operate under normal hours.
Indiana DNR biologists
evaluate which state park
properties require a deer
management hunt each year
based on habitat recovery
and previous harvest rates

employee surveys.
Companies must have at
least 15 employees in Indiana
to be eligible. Out-of-state parent companies are also eligible
to participate if at least 15 fulltime employees are in the state.
The process is as follows:
Employers complete a questionnaire and employees fill
out an anonymous engagement and satisfaction survey.
All companies that apply will
receive a thorough report
analyzing strengths and opportunities for improvement

in their workplace culture.
Winners are chosen in four
groups: small companies of
between 15 and 74 U.S. employees; medium companies
of between 75 and 249 U.S.
employees; large companies
of between 250 and 999 U.S.
employees; and major companies with 1,000 or more U.S.
employees.
The application deadline is
Friday, December 3. To apply,
visit www.bestplacestoworkindiana.com.
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November 27, 1942
Guitar legend Jimi Hendrix was born in Seattle.
Hendrix grew up playing guitar, imitating blues
greats like Muddy Waters and early rockers. He
joined the army in 1959 and became a paratrooper
but was honorably discharged in 1961 after an injury
that exempted him from duty in Vietnam.
In 1964, he moved to New York and played in
coffeehouses, where bassist Bryan Chandler of
the British group the Animals heard him. Chandler
brought him to London in 1966, where they created
the Jimi Hendrix Experience with bassist Noel
Redding and drummer Mitch Mitchell. The band’s
first single, “Hey Joe,” hit No. 6 on the British pop
charts, and the band became an instant sensation.
In 1967, they made their first U.S. appearance at
the Monterey Pop Festival. Hendrix made a splash
by burning his guitar and was quickly established as
a rock superstar.
After the band dissolved, Hendrix made his famous
appearance at Woodstock, playing a masterful,
intricate version of “The Star Spangled Banner.”
Later that year, he put together a new group called
the Band of Gypsies, which debuted on New Year’s
Eve in 1969.
Hendrix, one of the most innovative guitar players
of the rock era, established an advanced recording
studio in New York called the Electric Lady. Hendrix
died in London in September, 1970, following a drug
overdose. He was 27.
www.history.com
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at each park. The state parks
are home to numerous natural communities that serve
as significant habitat. The
deer management hunts help
control browsing by deer to a
level that ensures habitat for
native plants and animals.
Only individuals selected
from the draw may participate at any site.
A full report on the 2020
deer management hunts is
at www.stateparks.IN.gov/
files/sp-DeerRMRR.pdf. The
2021 report will be available
in March 2022.

Applications sought for ‘Best Places to
Work in Indiana’ program
Hoosier companies can
now apply for the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce’s annual Best Places to Work in
Indiana program.
The Indiana Chamber
marks the 17th year of the
program with a new partner
performing the company evaluations and administering the
selection process – Workforce
Research Group. The awards
will continue to honor top
organizations in the state as
determined through employer
reports and comprehensive
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