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Legacy grant helps LPM complete infrastructure upgrades
With final funds provided
by the Legacy Foundation,
Lakeshore Public Media
(LPM) recently announced
that it has completed the final
phase of its critical system
infrastructure upgrades.
In late 2020, the public
broadcaster began work to
implement the final step of its
two-stage plan to install electrical systems and equipment
upgrades that would provide
uninterrupted power in the
event of an outage.
With support from a grant
from the Legacy Foundation,
Lakeshore Public Media purchased three UPS systems
designated to power its critical components until the station’s generators can come
fully online. The grant also
helped to pay for the electri-

cal work needed to incorporate the systems safely into
the station’s current operations.
With the final phase complete, Lakeshore Public
Media should be able to
avoid interruptions to its onair programming due to sudden loss of electrical power.
The systems and new safeguards should also prevent
potential damage to its delicate infrastructure systems
from a power surge or a
power loss.
“We want to thank the
Legacy Foundation and everyone who has supported
Lakeshore to help us fund
these infrastructure improvements,” said James A.
Muhammad, President and
CEO of Lakeshore Public

Media. “We are confident
that we can now provide reliable, uninterrupted service
to people across Northwest
Indiana and Chicagoland for
years and years to come.”
In 2018, a violent storm
damaged the Lakeshore PBS
TV transmitter, knocking the
station off the air. Further
complications lead to ongoing outages that weren’t resolved until line repairs were
completed and a new transmitter was installed in June
2019.
In total Lakeshore Public
Media has committed almost $500,000 in equipment
and repairs over the last two
years, removing the old transmitter and accompanying
equipment and purchasing a
new solid-state transmitter.

Pictured left-to-right are Carolyn Saxton, President, Legacy Foundation; James
A. Muhammad, President and CEO, Lakeshore Public Media; and Kelly Anoe,
Vice President, Legacy Foundation.
The new system eliminates will be equipped for the next community-licensed, nonprofit TV and radio station,
single points of failure, oper- generation of broadcasting.
“It takes a large invest- and having partners like
ates on much less power and
will be ATSC 3.0 ready, so it ment in capital to operate a
(See LPM Pg. 2)

The number of Hoosiers
earning certificates has increased by 500% over the
last decade, according to
Indiana’s 2020 Certificates
Report by the Indiana
Commission for Higher
Education. This growth coincides with the state’s recent
emphasis on short-term credentials to get more Hoosiers
into high-demand, good paying jobs quickly—particularly in light of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Additionally, the increase
in Hoosiers earning postsecondary certificates is helping Indiana make progress
toward its big goal of at least

60% of working-age individuals with quality education and training beyond high
school by 2025—increasing
the state’s education rate by
nearly 10%, according the
Lumina Foundation’s latest
Stronger Nation report. At
48.5%, Indiana moved from
38th to 35th in the nation for
educational attainment earlier this year.
“While two- and four-year
degrees are the right fit for
many of Indiana’s learners,
a high-value certificate may
be the best option for others,
particularly those who are
looking to upskill to keep up
with an evolving economy,

or others who are looking
to change careers,” Indiana
Commissioner for Higher
Education Teresa Lubbers
said.
One option driving much of
the recent growth is Indiana’s
Next Level Jobs Workforce
Ready Grant, a program that
in most cases covers 100% of
tuition costs for workforce education and training in some
of the state’s highest-demand
industry
sectors—including Health & Life Sciences,
IT & Business Services,
Advanced
Manufacturing,
Transportation & Logistics,
and Building & Construction.
Since 2017, almost 18,000

Hoosiers have earned a
Workforce Ready Granteligible certificate and more
than 38,000 are enrolled in the
program today.
“The success of the
Workforce Ready Grant
has everything to do with
Indiana’s targeted approach
to funding high-value certificates,” Lubbers said. “By
focusing state resources to
support the sectors and programs we know will have
the greatest benefit for individual Hoosiers, in terms of
job placement and earning
potential, we also ensure the
greatest return on investment
to drive our economy forward

through and far beyond the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
Encouragingly, the highdemand sectors targeted by
Indiana’s Workforce Ready
Grant closely mirror the most
popular fields for all certificate earners. The No. 1 most
popular certificate in 2019
was business administration,
followed by nursing assistant,
clinical specialist, electrician
and medical assisting services.
The 2020 Certificates
Report shows that earning
potential varies by industry
sector and Hoosiers who are
strategic with their academic
program and stack degrees

over time are likely to see a
greater return on their investment.
Individuals who earn
certificates in certain highdemand sectors, such as
those targeted through the
Workforce Ready Grant, see
the greatest benefits in earnings. The median annual
wage gain for those with a
Workforce Ready Granteligible certificate is $6,800.
Data show certificate holders earn different wages depending on the field. A student
with a certificate in an engineering technology field, for
example, is expected to out(See Workforce Pg. 2)

Last year, nearly 1.8 million Hoosiers may have
missed out on free electronic tax filing by not taking advantage of the Indiana
Department of Revenue’s
Indiana free file (INfreefile)
program to file their individual taxes.
Indiana individual income tax return filers with
an adjusted gross income of
$72,000 or less may qualify
to file both their state and
federal taxes for no cost with
INfreefile. In partnership with
the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) and industry-leading
tax preparation software ven-

dors, INfreefile has been offering free online tax filing
services to Hoosiers for 18
years and uses the same electronic question-and-answer
style vendor software most
electronic filers pay to use.
“While nearly 60% of
Hoosier taxpayers qualified
for at least one INfreefile offer in 2020, only about 3%
took advantage of this filing option,” stated DOR
Commissioner Bob Grennes.
“We are always encouraging
Hoosiers to file electronically
– it’s the more secure filing
experience with significantly
fewer errors and refunds are

issued three times faster – and
INfreefile offers an additional
feature of being free.”
The four participating
2021 INfreefile vendors,
listed alphabetically, include
OLT; TaxAct; TaxSlayer; and
TurboTax.
Each participating vendor
has different free filing criteria, so Indiana filers should
do their research and choose
the best vendor to fit their
needs. To access INfreefile
software and a complete list
of qualifications by vendor,
visit DOR’s website at www.
freefile.dor.in.gov.

With over 1.2 million unemployment claims in 2020,
more Hoosiers than ever
will be including unemployment income for the first
time when filing their 2020
individual income tax return.
The Indiana Department of
Revenue (DOR) is reminding individuals that unemployment benefits are taxable
income on both state and federal returns.
All unemployment recipients who opted for paper
mailing will receive Form

1099G in the mail that includes the total taxable income the Indiana Department
of Workforce Development
(DWD) issued in a calendar year. Those unemployment recipients who opted
to go paperless or did not
receive Form 1099G in the
mail, can access their Form
1099G information through
DWD’s Uplink system. Any
unemployment
recipient
who may not have received a
Form 1099G can also use the
Uplink system to obtain their

required information.
Benefits received from the
following federal programs
implemented in 2020 are
considered taxable income:
• Federal Pandemic
Unemployment
Compensation
• Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment
Compensation
• Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance
• Lost Wages Assistance
Information on these pro(See Guidance Pg. 8)

Workforce credentials give Indiana big gains toward education

File your Indiana tax return for free Indiana DOR provides guidance for
filing unemployment taxes correctly

www.winfieldamerican.com

See Coupons Pg.7
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American Red Cross asks for help to replenish the local blood supply

The American Red Cross
is calling for donors of all
blood types, especially those
with type O blood, to race to
give blood and help refuel the
blood supply.
This spring, the Red
Cross is teaming up with
INDYCAR to urge people to
help keep the blood supply
on track by donating blood or
platelets.
Schedule a donation appointment by downloading the Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting www.
RedCrossBlood.org, calling
800-733-2767, or enabling

the Blood Donor Skill on any
Alexa Echo device.
Lake County
Crown Point
• 4/5/2021: 12:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m., Lakes of the Four
Seasons, 1048 N Lakeshore
Drive
• 4/11/2021: 8:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 218
South Court Street
Dyer
• 4/8/2021: 12:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m., Stardust Bowl III,
1330 Sheffield Avenue
Highland
• 4/6/2021: 1:30 p.m. - 6:30

p.m., Highland Parks &
Recreation Center, 2450
Lincoln Street
• 4/14/2021: 12 p.m. - 6
p.m., North Township, 2215
Ridge Road
Lowell
• 4/3/2021: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
American Legion Post 101,
108 1/2 E. Commercial
Merrillville
• 4/3/2021: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.,
Merrillville Blood Donation
Center, 791 East 83rd Ave
• 4/5/2021: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.,
Merrillville Blood Donation
Center, 791 East 83rd Ave
• 4/6/2021: 12 p.m. - 6

p.m., Merrillville Fire
Department-Taft St., 7905
Taft Street
• 4/9/2021: 12 p.m. - 5
p.m., Merrillville Donation
Center, 791 E. 83rd Ave
• 4/10/2021: 12 p.m. - 6
p.m., Southlake Mall, 2109
Southlake Mall
• 4/11/2021: 9 a.m. - 2
p.m., Merrillville Donation
Center, 791 E. 83rd Ave
• 4/12/2021: 12 p.m. - 5
p.m., Merrillville Blood
Donation Center, 791 East
83rd Ave
• 4/14/2021: 9 a.m. - 2
p.m., Merrillville Donation

Center, 791 E. 83rd Ave
• 4/15/2021: 10 a.m. - 3
p.m., Merrillville Donation
Center, 791 83rd Ave
Munster
• 4/10/2021: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 8955 Columbia Rd
Porter County
Chesterton
• 4/5/2021: 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.,
Franciscan Health Fitness
Centers Chesterton, 810
Michael Drive
Portage
• 4/2/2021: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
YMCA of Portage, 3100
Willowcreek Rd.

(Workforce from Pg. 1)
earn students in other fields by
thousands of dollars five years
after graduation.
One non-workforce-aligned
certificate makes up a significant portion of the state’s certificate earners: the Statewide
Transfer General Education
Core or “Transfer Core.” This
is a 30-credit-hour block of
college-level, general educa-

tion coursework that transfers
seamlessly from high school
to college as well as between
Indiana’s higher education institutions.
Indiana recently renamed
the Statewide Transfer
General Education Core (or
STGEC) the College Ready
Core to target high school
students, educators and families. Of the more than 5,300

of these certificates awarded
in 2019, nearly 1,300 of them
were awarded to high school
students. Earning a College
Ready Core in high school
helps students academically
prepare for college through
dual credit coursework and
can save them time and money when they get there.
Unlike the other certificates outlined in the 2020

Certificates Report, most of
which are designed to help
Hoosiers skill up and start
a new job fast, the College
Ready Core is designed to
help students build a solid
foundation for future postsecondary coursework as well
as to help them save time
and money through seamless
transfer to and among Indiana
colleges.

The Commission’s 2020
Early College Credit Report,
which will be released in a
few weeks, will have more
background and data on the
College Ready Core since its
creation by state lawmakers
in 2012.
Data in the 2020 Certificates
Report primarily come from
the Indiana Commission for
Higher Education, Indiana

(LMP from Pg. 1)
Legacy Foundation is vital
to our long-term ability to
effectively provide our service to the community,”
Muhammad
continued.
“Through Legacy’s ongoing
support, we are better positioned to continue to provide
engaging educational and
informational programming
and emergency alerts for
Northwest Indiana – where
we were created to serve.”
Lakeshore PBS signed on
the air November 1987 as
WYIN Channel 56, a community licensed public television station. The non-profit
organization continued to
upgrade the quality of station
production and broadcast
equipment over the years,
with revenue generated

through member contributions and support from local
businesses and organizations,
as well as state and federal
grants.
Over 30 years later, the station remains the sole televised
source for local information centered on Northwest
Indiana. Operating out
of its Merrillville studios, Lakeshore Public
Media is a member of the
Indiana Public Broadcasting
Stations, serving Indiana’s
second largest urban area
through their Lakeshore PBS
and Lakeshore Public Radio
service.
Lakeshore PBS broadcasts
its main channel over the air
on 56, on Comcast on 17 or
21 (HD Channel 239), on

Dish Network HD Channel
6320, AT&T U-verse HD
Channel 1056, Mediacom
Channel 16, and DirecTV on
56 and streaming live online
at www.lakeshorepbs.org.
Lakeshore Public Radio
can be heard on 89.1 FM and
streaming online at www.
lakeshorepublicradio.org.
Legacy Foundation invests in non-profit services
and capacity building efforts
throughout Lake County,
Indiana. Through the generosity of a wide base of
donors, Legacy Foundation
has awarded $40 million in
grants and scholarships to
non-profit organizations and
individuals since its founding
in 1992. Learn more at www.
legacyfdn.org.

Got stuff for the paper?

News and Event Submissions

Community events and news items should be submitted through our website at www.winfieldamerican.com. News and event items are published freeof-charge as editorial space and time permits. Submission does not guarantee
placement. For guaranteed placement of your community event promotion
please visit our website at www.winfieldamerican.com or call our office at
219-662-8888 to place a paid advertisement.

Classified Ad Placements

Place and pay for your classified ads online at
www.winfieldamerican.com.

winfieldamerican.com
Region Communications Inc.
7590 East 109th Avenue
Winfield, IN 46307

219-662-8888

Published every Friday throughout Winfield, Lakes of the
Four Seasons, and Winfield Township.
Advertising deadlines are Fridays at 3 p.m. for the following Friday’s edition. Editions published near major holidays deadline earlier; please call our office for information.

Mike Kucic............................................. Business Manager
Kimberly Piazza................................................. Production
Stephen Martin......................Contributing Photographer
Joseph S. Irak........................................ Corporate Counsel

• 4/8/2021: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
Neighbors’ Educational
Opportunites, Inc, 5201 US
6
• 4/9/2021: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
Ogden Dunes Volunteer Fire
Department, 111 Hillcrest
Road
• 4/12/2021: 11:30 a.m. - 5
p.m., St. Peter Lutheran
Church, 6540 Central Ave.
Valparaiso
• 4/2/2021: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
City Hall Valparaiso, 166
Lincolnway
• 4/14/2021: 1:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m., First Christian Church,
1507 Glendale Blvd.

Department of Workforce
Development, the Indiana
Department of Education, Ivy
Tech Community College and
Vincennes University.
To view all of the
Commission’s reports, visit
www.che.in.gov/reports.
Explore resources available
to help students plan, prepare
and pay for college at www.
LearnMoreIndiana.org.

• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow & Ice Management
• Complete Landscape Services

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
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Meals on Wheels launches new campaign; volunteers
needed throughout Lake and Porter counties
Meals on Wheels announced a new volunteer
campaign called ‘Spring into
Action’. Swing into Spring
by delivering meals to those
in your community. They
provide the meals. You provide the wheels. Be a part of
something bigger than yourself and discover how you
can become great by serving
others - with only an hour
and a half of your time as
little as twice a month.
The increased number
of clients and meals MOW
is serving means Meals

on Wheels of Northwest
Indiana urgently needs volunteer meal delivery drivers
throughout Lake and Porter
counties, with the most urgent need in Hammond,
Gary, Miller, Hobart, Lake
Station, Merrillville, Portage,
and Lowell.
Additionally,
volunteer
van drivers are immediately
needed to deliver food containers to designated locations.
All routes originate at our
Merrillville facility.
Volunteers are the heart

of Meals on Wheels. They
establish a relationship with
each client. Volunteers are
trained to deliver a personal
connection and wellness
check with every single
meal. Turn your compassion into action and become
part of the Meals on Wheels
team.
Register now for an upcoming volunteer driver
training
by
contacting
Charlie Misovye, Volunteer
Manager at 219-756-3663
or via e-mail to charlie@
mownwi.org. Attendance is

• Tree Trimming
and Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage
Clean-up
• Licensed, Bonded,
and Insured
• Call for a Free Estimate

We provide excellent care of your yard while safely
removing tough trees. We use protective yard mats
for our equipment, lower branches and logs with
ropes to reduce damage to your yard, and clean up
our mess as if we were never there.
Now serving Winfield, LOFS, and the surrounding areas!

Makecan’t
yourquestions?
financialthe
Have
IRA
You
predict
futuretalk.
asopriority.
Let’s
future,
plan for it.

limited. The first ten people
to complete their training
and first delivery route will
receive a McDonald’s $10
gift card.
Founded in 1977, Meals
on Wheels of Northwest
Indiana delivers 1,300 nutritious meals each day with a
wellness check and friendly visit to people in Lake,
Porter, Newton, and Jasper
counties.

Pat Hedge

Financial Advisor
10618 Randolph St
Crown
Point,
IN 46307
Winfield,
IN 46307
219-662-5999

URN
BURNS

Member SIPC

Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:

Celebrating Life

• A gift of love for your family
• Provides you with peace of mind
• Is a compassionate means of
helping your loved ones during one
of the most difficult times of life.

On-Premises
Crematory
Serving
Winfield/LOFS
Since 1985.

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

FamilyOwned
Owned for
for 113
Family
104 Years
Years
CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway
Crown Point

769-0044

HOBART

701 E. 7th Street
Hobart, IN

942-1117
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A year of college for $750 or less? It’s possible with the Indiana College Core

New data show that earning the Indiana College Core
in high school is associated
with significant cost savings
and student success, but too
few students have the opportunity to earn it. The Indiana
College Core is a 30-credithour block of general education college-level coursework that transfers seamlessly to all Indiana public
colleges and universities and
some private institutions.
“We are encouraged to see
growing numbers of Hoosier
students earning the Indiana
College Core in high school,”
Indiana Commissioner for
Higher Education Teresa
Lubbers said. “We know
those who earn the Core
save time and money and are
more likely to succeed in college. Working in partnership
with the Indiana Department
of Education, we can accelerate our efforts to make
sure more students and families know about the Indiana
College Core and to help
additional schools offer it to
their students.”

High school students who
earn the Indiana College Core
enroll in a series of dual credit
courses, which allows them to
earn high school and college
credit at the same time. Dual
credit courses are taught at a
high school by high school
teachers through a formal
agreement and partnership
between the high school and
the participating college or
university. The state provides
funding to schools for many
dual credit courses, including those that combine for the
Indiana College Core.
“The Indiana College Core
is one powerful example of
the way our state is blurring
the lines between high school,
college and careers for our
students,” said Dr. Katie
Jenner, Indiana Secretary of
Education. “As a state, we
must partner with schools to
ensure they have the tools,
resources and support needed
to make opportunities like the
Indiana College Core available for their students. Our
department remains committed to working with school

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS

SMALL FARM
FOR SALE
• Small Farm - 563 S. 500 W. Hebron
• Almost 20 acres, 15 farmable
• Garage & Pole Barn & Fishing Pond
• $215,000

leaders to identify barriers to
implementation and develop
creative solutions that get
us closer to our shared goal:
improved outcomes for students.”
The Indiana College Core,
formerly the Statewide
Transfer General Education
Core, was created in state
statute in 2012. The Indiana
Commission for Higher
Education unveiled the new
name for the STGEC with
the launch of the 2021 Early
College Report. The rebrand
and new name is designed to
better communicate the purpose of the Indiana College
Core and creates a new opportunity to share information about its benefits and
the need for expanded availability across Indiana high
schools.
Key findings about the
Indiana College Core from
the Commission’s 2021
Early College Credit Report
show:
• More students are earning
the Indiana College Core.
The number of high school

equivalent of one full-year
of college credits – at a cost
of no more than $750, a
fraction of the cost of college tuition.
• Substantial gaps exist
for students receiving the
Indiana College Core. Far
too few Indiana high schools
currently offer the Indiana
College Core: The commission estimates the Core is
currently available at just
one in five Indiana high
schools. Furthermore, students who earn the Indiana
College Core are more likely
to be White and come from
higher-income households,
compared to the overall high
school population.
To close equity gaps and
provide more quality early
college credit opportunities
for Hoosier students—including the Indiana College
Core—the state must ensure
more high school teachers
have the academic preparation and credentials required
to teach dual credit.
Beginning September 1,
2023, the Higher Learning

Commission is requiring high
school educators who teach
dual credit courses to meet
new requirements. Indiana
is providing free tuition for
teachers through Teach Dual
Credit Indiana and STEM
Teach Indiana to ensure there
are ample opportunities for
teachers—at no cost—to
become fully credentialed
and meet the HLC requirements. The Commission also
recently created and distributed the Learn More Indiana
Educator Guide, with the
goal of ensuring educators,
especially counselors, have
the information and tools
they need to help students
make wise decisions about
the Indiana College Core and
early college credit based on
their aspirations after high
school.
Read the full Early
College Credit report and
other Commission reports
at www.che.in.gov/reports.
Explore resources available
to help students plan, prepare
and pay for college at www.
LearnMoreIndiana.org.

WE CAN FIX ANYTHING!
• FREE RENTALS ON SITE
• CLAIM ASSISTANCE
24-Hour Towing (800)358-0122 • INSURANCE DIRECT REPAIR
www.TomAndEdsAutobody.com • WRITTEN LIFETIME WARRANTY
ng
owi
T
&

THE BEST IN NORTHWEST INDIANA & THE INDUSTRY!

CONTACT: gcpatrick@hotmail.com

Crown Point

Schererville

219-661-8877

219-322-5220

10730 Broadway

General Classifieds
Submit your general classified ad or real estate
classified ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com.
Uniroyal Laredo Tires, Great Condition
Three (3) Uniroyal Laredo tires for sale, great condition,
many, many miles of tread left on them. Size P245/70R16
Outlined White Letter. $50 each or $125 for all three.
219-662-8888.
Help Wanted – Automotive Technician
In an effort to increase our level of service to our
customers, Crown Point Auto Repair is adding
technicians to our team. If you know of, or have friends
or family that you feel would be a good addition to the
Crown Point Auto Repair team, have them stop in at
1510 N. Main Street, Crown Point, IN, and talk to Bill.
Or call the shop at 219-663-1847 or Bill’s cell at 708305-3666 for an appointment.
Help Wanted – Home and Office Cleaning
Crown Point and Munster. Permanent positions available
with an established home and office cleaning company.
We have openings for home cleaning positions weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and office cleaning positions early
evenings and Saturdays. Low stress, easy dress code,
active relaxed work. Valid driver’s license, reliable car
required. Must agree to a criminal background and drug
test. Earn $9 to $12 per hour with possible advancement
to trainer, estimator, and field supervision. We are hiring
for our Crown Point and Munster locations. For details
call Constant Clean Maid Service in Crown Point at
219-662-6243 or in Munster at 219-836-2650.
Fire Force Volunteers Requested
Lakes of the Four Seasons Volunteer Fire Force, which
serves LOFS, Winfield, Winfield Township, and the
WPTFP district, is always in need of more dedicated
volunteers to join our ranks. Want to help your
community by giving back through service? Please call
219-662-7576 and speak with Chief Gikas, or he may be
e-mailed at chief@lofsfire.com.

students earning the Indiana
College Core (established in
2012) has grown from 11 in
the graduating class of 2013
to 1,200 in the class of 2018
and over 1,600 in the class
of 2019.
• Students who earn the
Indiana College Core are
likely to enroll in college
and are successful when
they get there. About 94% of
Indiana College Core earners went on to attend college during the 2018-2019
academic year, and 70%
of Indiana College Core
earners met benchmarks
for early success in college.
Students demonstrating early college success 1) do not
require remediation in math
or English before beginning
college level work; 2) complete all courses they attempt
in their first year of college;
and 3) persist to their second
year of college.
• The Indiana College Core
offers significant cost savings for students and families. Students can earn the
Indiana College Core – the

1225 Birch Drive

Individual Tax
Preparation
Federal & State

99.00

$

(includes one state) *

additional $20 for each non-residential state

(Winfield and Lakes of the Four Seasons Only)

$250 value
•

Personalized tax service

•

Convenient consultation in your home

•

Pick up/Delivery service to your home

•

$10 Senior citizen discount (Age 64+)

•

Broad background in tax preparation

Call to arrange appointment:

(219) 718-7751
D. Jeffery Keiser, CPA
Registered Certified Public Accountant with the IRS
LOFS resident - 30+ years
*Additional fees may apply for
Sole proprietors & Supplemental Income
and Loss Schedules

Merrillville

3111 W.
Lincoln
Hwy
8130
Taney
Place

219-736-0722

This week in history
April 5, 1792
President George Washington exercised the
first-ever presidential veto of a Congressional bill
on this day in 1792. The bill introduced a new plan
for dividing seats in the House of Representatives
that would have increased the amount for northern
states. After consulting with his politically divided
and contentious cabinet, Washington, who came
from the southern state of Virginia, ultimately
decided that the plan was unconstitutional as it
provided for additional representatives for some
states, and would have introduced a number of
representatives higher than that proscribed by the
Constitution.
Thomas Jefferson wrote that votes for or against
the bill were divided along perfectly geographical
lines between North and South. Jefferson was able
to convince the president to veto the bill on the
grounds that it was unconstitutional and introduced
principles that were liable to be abused in the
future.
Jefferson suggested seat apportionment instead
be derived by arithmetical means “by which no
two men can ever possibly differ.” Washington’s
veto sent the bill back to Congress. Though
representatives could have attempted to overrule
the veto, Congress instead threw out the original
bill and instituted a new one that apportioned
representatives at “the ratio of one for every thirtythree thousand persons in the respective States.”
www.history.com
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We’re going to help hide eggs...

...for our cousins to hunt when they visit!

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

Annimills LLC © 2021 V17-13

Yay! Easter is almost here!
There’s so much to do that
my cousin Harry the Hare
is here to help me get ready.
What do you know about the
Easter holiday? Easter is an
important Christian holiday.
Christians believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God. Easter is the
celebration of his “new life after death.” It is a
time of great joy.
Families spend a lot of time getting ready:
cleaning, decorating, planning meals, and
getting their best clothes ready for church.
My crossword puzzle is about Easter and
what families are doing. Can you read the
clues to fill it in?

Easter Time:

Happy Easter!
s
dinner

Easter

chicks
lamb

11

baskets

bells

houses

eggs

chocolate

What are you doing
!?
in the nest? Huh? Huh? What
14 Keeping the
eggs safe, 9
of
course.

7

18

buns

1

t

19

friends

3 Cute
Easter
Eggs

5

4

clothes

ings

church

2. cleaning ______ and decorating
4. dying and decorating ______
6. baking hot cross ______
8. dressing in their best ______
10. going to ______ services
12. visiting ______ and relatives
14. hunting for ______ eggs
16. enjoying delicious ham ______
18. sending ______ and buying flowers
20. marching in an Easter ______

• In the first box, find 2 chicks that are exactly alike and positioned the same way.
• In the second box, find 2 baskets that are the same.
• In the third box, find 2 bonnets and then 2 eggs that are exactly the same in the pile.
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Study the items below in the boxes.
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“DoubleTake” of Easter Fun
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Can you make your way through the maze to “pick up” the 12 jelly beans that add up to the number
in the jar? You can use a calculator to help. You can pass through jelly beans, but you cannot “go
backwards” or cross your own path.

Jelly Bean Fun Count
Start Here! 57
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81

27

799

53
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44

36

888

77

90

947

97

56

900

133

895 jelly beans

Newspaper Fun! Created by Annimills LLC © 2021

16

13

78

parade
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1. the 40 days before Easter; for some people a time for prayer
and fasting; many people “give up something,” like desserts
3. many Easter services are held at this beginning of a new day
5. ring with joy
7. burn with bright light
9. Easter Bunny brings these, with treats in them...
11. with this kind of rabbit often in the middle
13. beautiful, white flower that stands for “new life after death”
15. soft, yellow baby animals also used as a symbol of new life
17. gentle animal sometimes used as a symbol of Jesus
19. dawning of a new day; can be a time for this

1

Kids: color
stuff in!
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Northwest Indiana Food Council among those selected for Indiana Grown grant
Indiana Grown has awarded five organizations with a
Food Council Development
Grant. A food council is a
community-based coalition
created to build a stronger
food system. Much of the
work done by these regional
organizations aligns with
Indiana Grown’s mission and
benefits farmers and producers statewide.
Among those selected
were the NWI Food Council,
with $25,000 granted to help
their mission in Lake, Porter,

Pulaski, Jasper, LaPorte,
Newton, and Starke counties.
“The awards will help with
the future success of food
councils and the work they
do for their communities,”
said Lt. Governor Suzanne
Crouch. “The Indiana Grown
program has come so far in
five years and its ability and
willingness to give back to
Hoosier communities speaks
volumes. I cannot wait to see
the tremendous impact made
by these food councils.”
Consumers are becoming

increasingly aware of their
local food systems and are
looking for ways to support
it. Indiana Grown’s goal in
awarding these grants is to
help regional food councils
develop their infrastructure
so Indiana farmers and producers have a greater market
for their products, Indiana
processors can utilize more
Indiana grown products
and more consumers learn
the importance of buying
Indiana grown products.
According to Indiana State

Department of Agriculture
Director Bruce Kettler grant
awardees will demonstrate
the major goals of Indiana
Grown.
“This funding provided by
Indiana Grown has the ability to increase market outlets
for farmers and create new
opportunities for community members to find locally
grown food,” Kettler said. “I
am looking forward to working with each of these councils to increase food processing, production and supply in

their areas.”
Heather Tallman, Indiana
Grown Program Director,
said this grant program
was made possible due to
COVID-19 causing the cancellation of many annual
Indiana Grown events, which
allowed for the redistribution
of the program’s funds.
“Working with communities to increase access to
the locally grown food market is one of my passions
and something the Indiana
Grown program does so

well,” said Tallman. “I am
excited to support these
councils in their regional
food systems to increase
their outreach and growth for
years to come.”
Find more information
about Indiana Grown at
www.IndianaGrown.org.
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St. Mary’s Orthodox Center
8600 Grand Boulevard - Merrillville

∂
Banquet Facility & Hall
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www.ptvm.com
219.730.4698

Funeral Home and Crematory

Family Owned for 113 Years

CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway
Crown Point

769-0044

Clemons' Tree Experts

HOBART

701 E. 7th Street
Hobart, IN

942-1117

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Residential & Commercial Licensed * Bonded * Insured

219-663-3306
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Northwest Indiana
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On the web: www.knightcoin.com
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Most pools at state parks to open Memorial Day weekend; lifeguards needed Unemployment insurance claimants
Most public swimming
pools located in Indiana State
Parks properties will open
Memorial Day weekend if
the required number of lifeguards can be recruited and
certified for each respective
park property.
Concession services will
also be open at those pools.
The openings follow last
year’s pool closures due to
COVID-19.
Lifeguards
are
being recruited for pools
at Brown County, Clifty
Falls, McCormick’s Creek,
Shakamak, Spring Mill,
Turkey Run, and Versailles
state parks, at Cagles Mill
Lake (Lieber State Recreation
Area), and for the aquatic
centers at Prophetstown and
O’Bannon Woods state parks.
Lifeguards are also being
recruited for the state park

beach at Indiana Dunes. As
their lifeguards return to
school, the pools and swimming at Indiana Dunes State
Park’s beach will likely close
in August or only operate on
weekends during that month.
The DNR welcomes back
lifeguards who worked before last year’s closures and
seeks to train new lifeguards.
Lifeguard training includes
virtual coursework followed
by a water skills assessment
test.
“Lifeguarding is a great
way to spend a summer and
find out what working at an
Indiana State Park is like,”
said Brandt Baughman, deputy director for operations for
State Parks, who began his
career as a lifeguard at Spring
Mill State Park.
Lifeguard positions are
open to applicants age 16 and

older. For more information,
contact the state park property nearest you that is listed
above. State Parks property
phone numbers are listed at
www.stateparks.IN.gov under “Find a park”.
The pools at Mounds and
Harmonie state parks will
not open this year. DNR is
evaluating whether reopening the existing aquatic facility at each is the best option
at those respective state parks
or if another type of water
feature for guests and the respective communities would
be more efficient and appropriate.
Beaches will open for
swimming on Memorial Day
weekend at Indiana Dunes,
Chain O’Lakes, Lincoln,
Ouabache, Pokagon, Potato
Creek, Summit Lake, and
Whitewater Memorial state

parks, at Starve Hollow
and Deam Lake SRAs, at
Brookville, Cagles Mill
(Lieber SRA), Cecil M.
Harden (Raccoon SRA),
Hardy,
Mississinewa,
Monroe,
Patoka,
and
Salamonie lakes, and at
Ferdinand State Forest.
The aquatic center at Abe
Martin Lodge at Brown
County State Park and the
pools at Clifty Inn (Clifty
Falls State Park), Potawatomi
Inn (Pokagon State Park),
Spring Mill Inn (Spring Mill
State Park), and Turkey Run
Inn (Turkey Run State Park)
will continue to remain open
for guests at each inn while
in compliance with any
COVID-19 restrictions.

Garden enthusiasts, local officials and community volunteers
are invited to attend Purdue
Extension’s Grass to Garden
signature program this spring.
Realizing that every garden
project is unique, the Grass to
Garden program guides participants through the stages of developing a community garden.
From teaching how to grow

plants to strengthening agriculture
and community development efforts, the program gives attendees
the tools needed to improve access to local, nutritional foods.
Purdue Extension educators
from Lake, Porter, LaPorte and
St. Joseph counties are hosting
the Grass to Garden program
from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. CT each
Tuesday in April beginning April

6 and ending April 27.
Participants may choose between a virtual class or in-person
classes held at Pinney Purdue
Agricultural Center in Wanatah
and the Gary,Area Career Center.
Register at www.cvent.
com/d/gjqmmk by Friday, April
2. The cost of the course is $20.
Contact Rebecca Koetz, at busser@purdue.edu for information.

(Guidance from Pg. 1)
grams can be found on the
U.S. Department of Labor’s
website. Remember, if applying for the Indiana Earned
Income Tax Credit, unemployment income is not included in the earned income
calculation. However, taxpayers may be able to reduce or
even eliminate any state tax
due on their unemployment
compensation through the unemployment compensation
deduction. More information
on this can be found in the IT40 booklet.

If customers find a fraudulent unemployment claim
has been filed in their name,
they need to visit the DWD’s
website immediately to file a
report. Their website can also
help taxpayers learn how to
spot identity theft and provides information on how
to contact the Indiana State
Police, the Federal Bureau
of Investigations, the Federal
Trade Commission and other
agencies to report these claims.
If you are ready to file your
taxes with DOR and believe
you are a victim of identity

theft, follow these steps:
• Fill out the IRS ID Theft
Affidavit.
• Email the IRS ID Theft
Affidavit and a copy of
the fraudulent 1099G to
DORITCInfo@dor.in.gov.
• File your taxes and be sure
to include all valid sources of
income.
For more information
on unemployment claims
and filing state taxes, visit
DOR’s website at www.
dor.in.gov and click on the
‘Unemployment Benefits and
Taxes’ button.

urged to check in regarding
American Rescue Plan Act
Hoosiers receiving unemployment insurance benefits can visit the Indiana
Department of Workforce
Development’s website to
find information about how the
American Relief Plan Act might
affect their benefits.
The information includes
changes to program dates and
benefit levels for the Pandemic
Emergency Unemployment
Compensation,
Pandemic
Unemployment
Assistance,
Federal
Pandemic
Unemployment Compensation,
and Mixed Earners Unemployment Comp-ensation

programs.
ARPA, signed by President
Biden on March 11, extends the federal program
from week ending March
20 through the week ending
Sept. 4. The latest federal
weekly benefit was set to expire on March 14.
Visit
www.in.gov/dwd/
indiana-unemployment/arpa
for the ARPA Notices.
Visit www.unemployment.
in.gov and link to the FAQs
for DWD’s Frequently Asked
Questions on unemployment,
including the ARPA changes.

Community-based gardening with Purdue
Extension; registration deadline today
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www.crownpointautorepair.com
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

www.crownpointautorepair.com

CROWN
Winfield American POINT AUT
O
Vote

Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20
d BEST in th

5 Years in

e Region!

a Row!

POT
HOLESPECIAL
PATROL
BRAKE

99

$ and95
FREE Inspection
Evaluation
(Regular $139 )
your Vehicle
Repair
Per axle,on
includes
pads orwith
shoes,
parts and labor
additional services may be required.
fromWinfield
any damage
done.
American
PLUS 10% OFF any repair needed
95

Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/2/21
5/1/20

POT HOLE PATROL

Must Present Coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 5/1/20

Winfield American

FREE Inspection and Evaluation
on your Vehicle with Repair
from any damage done.
PLUS 10% OFF any repair needed

FREE
FREE
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