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(See Music Pg. 3)

Elementary music teach-
ers play an important role 
in shaping a child’s musical 
interests and talents. Across 
Crown Point Schools, seven 
dedicated elementary mu-
sic teachers each bring their 
unique passions and teaching 
styles to their classrooms. 
While teachers begin with a 
shared foundational curricu-
lum, their personal interests 
help grow students’ abilities 
to understand, appreciate, 
and develop connections to 
music. No matter which el-
ementary building you might 
visit, CPCSC music class-
rooms are full of laughter, 
movement, music making, 
and singing.

Jennifer Myers - Jerry Ross
At Jerry Ross Elementary, 

Mrs. Myers loves teaching 
what might be parents’ least 
favorite topic: the recorder. 
She admits it’s an unexpect-
ed passion. “Recorders get a 
bad rap for having a not so 
pleasing sound,” she said. 
“But when everyone is play-
ing them gently, with correct 
finger placements, notes, 
rhythms, and articulation of 
each note, the sound can be 
impressive considering the 
typical recorder sound most 
people associate with.” For 
most of the students, this is 
their first experience playing 
a musical instrument with 
the goal of playing melodies. 

It’s typically the first time 
most of them try to become 
better musicians, tackling 
harder pieces as they learn 
and grow. Myers uses a pro-
gram called Recorder Karate 
which provides background 
music to go along with the 
songs the students learn. By 
the end of the program, stu-
dents play their most difficult 
piece, “When the Saints Go 
Marching In.” “It’s awesome 
when the students accom-
plish that one,” Myers said.
Alex Drakulich - Winfield

Mr. Drakulich at Winfield 
Elementary introduces a 
unique twist to traditional 
music instruction. In the sec-
ond half of class, he teaches 

an “artist of the month,” 
delving into the history and 
impact of famous musicians 
like Dolly Parton, Fleetwood 
Mac, and more. Students 
watch a video about the art-
ist, and Drakulich teaches 
basic history about the mu-
sician or group. The class 
discusses how a particular 
song might reflect some-
thing from the artist’s life or 
time period. When students 
study Creedence Clearwater 
Revival, they learn to sing 
the song Fortunate Son and 
practice keeping a beat on 
drums. When they learn 
about Tina Turner and her 
song Proud Mary, they have a 
dance along. Other Winfield 

teachers bring the artist of the 
month to their classrooms by 
playing music during work 
time or transitions in class. 
“I like that learning about 
these artists creates commu-
nity,” he said. “Not just here 
in our school, but at home for 
families. Students can often 
connect with their parents in 
a shared music experience.”

Krista Woodhull - Lake 
Street

Miss Woodhull makes her 
classroom a special place 
by bridging classical with 
contemporary. “I love talk-
ing about composers of all 
kinds,” she explained, “but 
the ones that I talk about 

the most are those the kids 
have heard before but may-
be don’t know the name of 
the composer or what they 
look like.” Woodhull in-
cludes composers like John 
Williams (Star Wars, Harry 
Potter, and Jurassic Park) 
and Lin Manuel Miranda 
(Moana, Encanto, and Vivo.) 
Older students at Lake Street 

complete a project where 
they use musical instruments 
alongside silenced movie 
clips to create their own 
soundtracks. “They can total-
ly change the whole emotion 
of the scene with their mu-
sic,” said Woodhull. “We talk 

Elementary school music teachers work to make each school unique

Crown Point Community 
School Corporation an-
nounced that three Crown 
Point High School teach-
ers are recipients of the 2024 
Lilly Endowment Teacher 
Creativity Fellowship Pro-
gram (TCFP). Ryan Collier, 
Matthew Barno, and Eric 
Beard will each receive a grant 
of up to $15,000 to support a 
personal project of exploration 
and renewal.

According to their website, 
TCFP supports Indiana educa-
tors by providing resources for 
them to take time for meaning-
ful renewal. The Endowment 
believes that through new 
experiences, exploration and 
reflection educators can gener-
ate renewed energy in their ca-
reers, innovative approaches to 
teaching and educational lead-

ership, and thoughtful ways to 
encourage students’ creative 
thinking.

Eric Beard will spend three 
weeks on the coast of north-
ern California and Oregon 
to study literature, engage in 
mindfulness activities, and 
explore nature. The experi-
ence will include a five-day 
yoga and meditation retreat 
in Big Sur, California, before 
traveling up the west coast. 
Additionally, Beard will re-
search two influential authors 
that first inspired him to teach 
English—Jack Kerouac and 
Ken Kesey. This includes see-
ing the Ken Kesey collection 
housed at the University of 
Oregon and a San Francisco 
museum dedicated to 
Kerouac’s work along with 
other Beat writers.

Matthew Barno’s trip fo-
cuses on traveling the great 
roads of the past and present. 
Barno will travel Route 66 
all the way to Santa Monica, 
California. During these two 
weeks, he will stop at historic 
landmarks related to Route 66 
as well as his own historical 
interests. He also hopes to try 
regional cuisines and dine at a 
few classic diners while stop-
ping at as many Route 66 tour-
ist attractions as possible. For 
the second leg of the trip, he 
will travel the Pacific Coastal 
Highway and stop at various 
locations related to surfing 
history, American history, or 
regional areas of interest. For 
the final leg, he will make his 
way home from Seattle, stop-
ping at major national parks 
and national landmarks. The 

entire trip will take a little 
over a month to complete 
and he plans to document it 
through photography.

Ryan Collier will begin his 
project with a ten-day trip to 
Wyoming to experience life 
on a working cattle ranch, 

including an overnight cattle 
drive. Over the 2024-25 win-
ter break, he will experience 
a weeklong dog-sledding 
adventure in Minnesota, 
learning to snow-shoe and 
cross-country ski. In March 
of 2025, he will learn to snor-

kel while visiting the Florida 
Keys. As a culmination of 
these experiences, he will 
take a short backpacking trip 
through the Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore in the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan 

Three Crown Point High School teachers receive Lilly Awards

Officials from Winfield 
Township and the West 
Porter Township Fire 
Protection District have 
taken initial steps to form 
a more integrated partner-
ship and establish a new Fire 
Territory. The new territory 
will cover all of unincorpo-
rated Winfield Township and 
the West Porter Township 
Fire Protection District, serv-
ing more than 11,000 people 
across an approximately 
20-square-mile area.

Representatives from 
both participating units of 
government cited the ris-
ing costs of providing Fire 

and Emergency Medical 
Services, as well as a decline 
in active volunteers, as rea-
sons for exploring the cre-
ation of a Fire Territory. 

“We are incredibly pleased 
to announce this new partner-
ship because we know this is 
the best way to ensure

high-quality and life-
saving Fire and EMS ser-
vices for our residents,“ said 
Cody Reynolds, the Winfield 
Township Trustee.

Both the Township and 
District will consolidate with 
the Lakes of the Four Seasons 
Volunteer Fire Force, which 
has been providing fire pro-

tection for Lakes of the Four 
Seasons, Winfield Township, 
the Town of Winfield, and 
the West Porter Township 
Fire Protection District for 
the past several decades. The 
new Territory will be known 
as the Four Seasons-Winfield 
Fire Territory and will pro-
vide full-time fire and ambu-
lance services. 

“This proposal means that 
every one of our neighbors is 
guaranteed full-time services 
24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. As a retired member of 
the Fire Force myself, I truly 
appreciate what this means in 
terms of increased services 

for our community, “stated 
Brad Zupan, President of the 
West Porter Fire Protection 
District Board.

The new Territory’s full 
operational budget is de-
signed to be phased in over a 
three-year period in order to 
lessen any property tax im-
pact to residents. Under the 
current plan, residents will 
see an increase in the num-
ber of full-time Firefighter/
Paramedics from two per 
shift in 2025 to six per shift 
by 2027. These full-time po-
sitions will be supplemented 
by part-time positions, as 
well as volunteer members. 

“While two full-time posi-
tions per shift may not sound 
like a lot to some, we have to 
remember that we currently 
have none,” said LOFS Fire 
Force Chief Kevin Heerema. 
“At the rate our call volume 
has increased in recent years, 
relying solely on a volunteer 
force is simply no longer sus-
tainable,” he continued. “I 
appreciate the receptiveness 
and willingness of the cur-
rent members of the Winfield 
Township government and 
the West Porter Board to cor-
rect this decades-old issue.”

A series of joint public 
hearings for the Winfield 

Township and West Porter 
Township Fire District 
Boards will be held on 
February 27 and March 12 at 
the Four Seasons Volunteer 
Fire Station located at 745 
West 275 South, Hebron to 
discuss the formation of the 
new Fire Territory. The pub-
lic hearing on February 27 
will begin at 7 p.m., while 
the hearing set for March 12 
will start at 7:30 p.m. These 
meetings will be followed 
by a final joint meeting on 
March 20 at 7 p.m. for both 
Boards to adopt the neces-
sary ordinances, resolutions, 

Winfield Township and West Porter Township Fire District take steps to form fire territory

(See Fire Pg. 4)
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GET YOUR BODY
COMPOSITION TEST TODAY!

Now offering Inbody 770 scans.
Mention this ad and

get 10% OFF your first scan!
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Individual Tax
Preparation 

 Federal & State  

$99.00
(includes one state) * 

additional $20 for each non-residential state 
(Winfield and Lakes of the Four Seasons Only) 

$250 value    

Call to arrange appointment: 

(219) 718-7751     
D. Jeffery Keiser, CPA  
Registered Certified Public Accountant with the IRS 

LOFS resident - 30+ years
 *Additional fees may apply for

Sole proprietors & Supplemental Income
and Loss Schedules

•	 Personalized tax service

•	 Convenient consultation in your home

•	 Pick up/Delivery service to your home 

•	 $10 Senior citizen discount (Age 64+)

•	 Broad background in tax preparation

$125.00

$15

Additional fee for each non-residential state

(Teachers from Pg. 1)

CROWNPOINT AUTOVoted BEST in the Region!5 Years in a Row!

www.crownpointautorepair.com

24-hour Drop-off 
Nationwide Warranty

Price Match Guarantee
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m.  -  5:30 p.m.

            1510 North Main Street

BEST Labor Rates • FREE Local Towing • FREE Loaner Vehicles

Have an Extended Warranty?
Bring it to us!

219-663-1847

WE DON’T JUST WORK ON CARS, WE FIX THEM!

Must present coupon. Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 3/5/21

Winfield     American

(Regular $13995)

FREE 
Emission/Check Engine Light Diagnosis

Up to 1 hour (w/repairs)

GOT HEAT?
FREE Diagnosis                                                                                        

Let CPAR Diagnose your heat problem at no charge and
get 10% off any necessary repairs.

Winfield     American
Must present coupon. Most vehicles, some restrictions apply. See store for details. Expires 3/5/21

Must Present Coupon. Most Vehicles, 
some restrictions apply. See Store for 

Details. Expires 3/5/21

Winfield     American

Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires 3/5/21

Lube, Oil & Filter Club
$11995

($100 SAVINGS!)

Includes:
4 Lube, Oil and Filter Changes
2 Vehicle Courtesy Checks
2 Tire Rotations
2 Complete Vehicle Inspections
Lube, Oil & Filter Club

Expires 3/4/22

MECHANICWANTED!See our classified ad in this week’sWinfield American

Expires 3/4/22

Expires 3/4/22

Expires 3/4/22

Expires 3/3/23

1510 North Main Street

WE DON’T JUST WORK ON CARS, WE FIX THEM!

Expires 12/6/21

MECHANICWANTED!See our classified ad in this week’sWinfield American

Expires 12/6/21

Expires 12/6/21

Expires 12/6/21

219-663-1847

Expires 3/3/23

Expires 3/3/23

Expires 3/3/23

Expires 3/1/24

Expires 3/1/24

Expires 3/1/24

Expires 3/1/24

(Music from Pg. 1)

Expires 3/23/24

Expires 3/23/24

Expires 3/23/24

Expires 3/23/24

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Submitted by the Editors 
of E - The Environmental 
Magazine

Given the escalating envi-
ronmental challenges facing 
our planet, directing some of 
our New Year’s aspirations 
toward eco-conscious en-
deavors can make a tangible 
difference. Luckily there are 
lots of ways to put your re-
solve to work for the planet.

For starters, one of the 
most impactful resolutions 
is to adopt a more mindful 
approach to consumption. 
Commit to reducing waste 
by embracing practices like 
reusing, repurposing and re-
cycling. Shift to buying re-
usable items and those with 

minimal packaging. Support 
brands committed to sus-
tainable practices. Minimize 
your use of single-use plas-
tics, another way to make a 
big impact without much ef-
fort. Choose stainless-steel 
water bottles, cloth shopping 
bags and glass food contain-
ers. Say no to plastic straws, 
cutlery and excessive pack-
aging whenever possible.

Making more sustainable 
food choices is yet another 
way to make 2024 greener 
than 2023. Adopting a more 
plant-based diet or reduce 
meat consumption to signifi-
cantly reduce environmental 
impact. Pledge to support lo-
cal, organic and sustainably 

sourced foods. Also, strive to 
reduce food waste by plan-
ning meals, composting or-
ganic waste and supporting 
initiatives that redistribute 
surplus food to those in need.

Another resolution that 
of us can make is to reduce 
personal carbon emissions. 
Embrace alternatives to fos-
sil fuel-based transporta-
tion by walking, cycling, 
carpooling or using public 
transit. Also, consider invest-
ing in energy-efficient appli-
ances, using renewable en-
ergy sources, and supporting 
initiatives that offset carbon 
emissions. While they might 
not be top of mind, chang-
ing up daily habits can also 

reduce your carbon footprint 
and overall environmental 
impact. Conserve water by 
fixing leaks, taking shorter 
showers and using water-
saving appliances. Grow 
your own food, support lo-
cal biodiversity by planting 
native species, and priori-
tize eco-friendly practices in 
your daily routine.

Another way to create 
positive change is to speak 
out more for environmen-
tal policies and initiatives. 
Support community groups 
and environmental orga-
nizations, and join in local 
clean-up efforts or conser-
vation projects. Engage in 
discussions, educate others, 

and advocate for sustainable 
practices in your workplace, 
schools and social circles. 
Spread awareness about en-
vironmental issues and in-
spire others to take action. 
Share information on social 
media, organize educational 
events, or start a community 
garden or recycling program. 
Encourage friends, fam-
ily and colleagues to join in 
your eco-friendly endeavors, 
fostering a collective effort 
toward a greener future.

Making a resolution is 
just the first step—com-
mitment is key to achiev-
ing lasting change. Progress 
may require adjustments 
and perseverance, but every 

step contributes to a health-
ier planet. By incorporating 
these resolutions into your 
New Year’s goals, you be-
come an active participant in 
the global movement toward 
environmental stewardship. 
Together, let us embark on 
this journey to protect and 
preserve the natural world 
we all call home. Cheers to 
a more sustainable, eco-con-
scious year ahead!

2024 New Year’s Resolutions to keep to help the environment

about how movies would 
be different if there was no 
music in the background.” 
Students often ask about 
composers for other mov-
ies or TV shows they love, 
which creates a foundation 
to learn about classical com-
posers like Tchaikovsky and 
Beethoven. 
Kelly Walton - Timothy Ball

At Timothy Ball Ele-
mentary, Mrs. Walton trans-
forms music performances 
into interactive experiences, 
blurring the lines between 
the stage and the audience. 
Emphasizing that mu-
sic is meant to be shared, 
Walton incorporates sing-
ing, dancing, and audience 
participation in what she 
calls INFORMances. “Our 
programs are more like ev-
eryone having a giant music 
class together,” she shared. 
“The grade level giving the 
performance demonstrates 
the activity they are learning, 

then the audience gets to do 
it with them.” By inviting 
guests to participate, Walton 
fosters a sense of commu-
nity, promoting that music 
is a common experience, not 
just a performance. “I think 
this involves parents in a dif-
ferent way with their child. 
It gets people out of their 
comfort zones and makes a 
fun talking point at family 
gatherings.”
Laurie Heridia - Solon 
Robinson

Mrs. Heridia works hard 
to create an inclusive class-
room environment at Solon 
Robinson Elementary. “I’ve 
been intentional this year 
about incorporating silent 
movement at the start of each 
lesson for all grades,” she 
said. “Some of our students 
with sensory struggles are 
able to have a quiet time to 
focus on moving their bod-
ies within their own space.” 
This practice sets the envi-
ronment for the rest of class. 

All Solon students also learn 
a song in honor of Disability 
Awareness Month every 
March. Students learn to sing 
it through both vocalization 
and sign language. Several 
grade levels include this 
song in their Spring perfor-
mances. Heridia recognizes 
that music can be a tool for 
students to shine and find a 
temporary reprieve from ac-
ademics in an environment 
that celebrates differences.
Brooke Robinson - 
Eisenhower

Mrs. Robinson at Eisen-
hower Elementary teaches 
an immersive ballet unit tied 
to the third-grade’s field trip 
to The Nutcracker. To help 
students understand the ath-
leticism of the performers 
and the strict specifications 
of dance matched to the mu-
sic, students try some of the 
moves themselves, includ-
ing their own 360 jumps. 
Students begin to understand 
how acting involves not just 

the voice, but the body. “We 
learn about the dedication 
of the dancers, directors, 
and technical staff - how 
their work must be precise, 
timely, and consistent,” said 
Robinson. “We listen and 
identify points in the music 
where we hear certain effects 
created by the composer: 
the Mouse King’s heartbeat, 
the first snowflakes falling 
from the clouds, toy sol-
diers marching into the liv-
ing room of Clara’s house, 
and more.” To wrap up the 
unit, students discuss how 
the skills and training to co-
ordinate a successful ballet 
performance carry into many 
other areas of life.
Christine Santaguida - 
MacArthur

At MacArthur Elementary, 
Mrs. Santaguida creates 
a moving tribute at the 
school’s Veterans Day pro-
gram. Incorporating various 
music genres, the program 
honors veterans while also 

sharing military history. This 
year’s performance included 
Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
troops with a flag ceremony, 
which was a suggestion from 
a student. “It’s fun having a 
front row seat as our students 
take ownership of their pro-
grams,” Santaguida said. At 
the end of the program, stu-
dents celebrated visiting vet-
erans by creating an honor 
tunnel. Veterans were invited 
to walk through the tunnel as 
students thanked them and 
waved red, white, and blue 
streamers. “My favorite mo-
ment was when a 90 year 
old great-grandfather was 
wheeled through the honor 
tunnel,” said Santaguida. 
“Students were saying things 
like ‘Thank you for your ser-
vice!’ and ‘We love you!’”

during the summer of 2025 to 
process his experiences and 
reflect on the journaling that 
he will have done throughout. 
Collier says the trip will help 
teach him to find peace in un-
familiar environments, better 
connecting with students who 
may have their own struggles.

Crown Point High School 
serves approximately 3,000 
students in grades 9-12 from 
the communities of Cedar 
Lake, Crown Point, and 
Winfield.
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Fred M. Ulayyet
Licensed Insurance Agent

Turning 65 or older?
BEST IN MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT

• Medicare Supplement Plans
• Medicare Part D • Prescription Drug Plans

• Medicare Disability Plans 
• Medicare Advantage Plans

CROWN POINT  • 10841 Broadway 
(Near Strack & Van Til)

MERRILLVILLE
7998 Broadway

(Near Walter E. Smithe Furniture)

VALPARAISO
2505 LaPorte Avenue

(Next to Five Guys)

SCHERERVILLE
1505 U.S. Hwy. 41
(Near Strack & Van Til)

MUNSTER
8213 Calumet Avenue

(Near Chipotle)

Proud To Be Local Since 1987
www.SCIS.us

info@scis.us
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WE CAN FIX ANYTHING!

• FREE RENTALS ON SITE
• CLAIM ASSISTANCE
• INSURANCE DIRECT REPAIR
• WRITTEN LIFETIME WARRANTY

24-Hour Towing (800)358-0122
www.TomAndEdsAutobody.com

Crown Point
10730 Broadway
219-661-8877

Merrillville
3111 W. Lincoln Hwy
219-736-0722

Schererville
1225 Birch Drive
219-322-5220

THE BEST IN NORTHWEST INDIANA & THE INDUSTRY!

& Towing

8130 Taney Place

An estimated 65 million people tuned in to Steven 
Spielberg’s Oscar-winning Holocaust drama Schindler’s 
List on NBC.

Schindler’s List told the true story of a wealthy 
German industrialist who helped a group of Polish Jews 
escape the Nazi concentration camps during World War 
II. Spielberg shot the great majority of the film in black 
and white, which only increased the shocking impact of 
its content. At the Academy Awards that year, the film 
won Oscars in seven categories, including Best Director 
and Best Picture.

NBC broadcast the film in its three-and-a-half-hour 
entirety, uncut and uninterrupted by commercials, as 
per Spielberg’s request. The network made some effort 
to warn viewers about the film’s mature content, airing 
a message from Spielberg himself cautioning that the 
content was not appropriate for young viewers. Still, 
the number of viewers who watched Schindler’s List at 
home that night was more than double the number who 
watched it in the theater when it was released in 1993.

Controversy arose when Republican Senator Tom 
Coburn blasted NBC, saying it had taken network 
television “to an all-time low, with full-frontal nudity, 
violence, and profanity” and that it should not have 
aired the movie “on a Sunday evening during a family 
time.” Coburn brought on a firestorm of negative 
publicity with his remarks, drawing criticism from fellow 
conservatives, such as William Bennett and Jack Kemp.

www.history.com

This week in history
February 23, 1997

and agreements to establish 
the new Fire Territory. 

If approved by March 31, 
2024, both entities will have 
met the state requirements 
for the formation of a new 
Fire Territory and The Four 
Seasons – Winfield Fire 
Territory would officially be 
established on July 1, 2024.

At this time, the Town of 
Winfield has elected not to 
participate in this joint ven-
ture.

“While our goal was al-
ways to find a solution that 

was agreeable to all three 
parties - Winfield Township, 
the West Porter Fire District, 
and the Town of Winfield 
- we have been unsuccess-
ful to date,” added Trustee 
Reynolds. “Even though the 
new Territory will not in-
clude the Town of Winfield, 
we will keep the lines of 
communication open with 
the hope that the Town 
eventually joins the new 
Territory.”

(Fire from Pg. 1)

Indiana will play a piv-
otal role in hosting eclipse 
enthusiasts as they flock to 
the Hoosier State to catch a 
glimpse of the first total so-
lar eclipse in seven years on 
Monday, April 8. The eclipse 
will be visible over a large 
portion of the state, with 
the path of totality spanning 
from Evansville to the out-
skirts of Fort Wayne, enter-
ing southwest Indiana at 3:01 
p.m. EDT/2:01 p.m. CDT 
and exiting to the northeast 
at 3:12 p.m. EDT/2:12 p.m. 
CDT.

Other parts of the state 
will experience a partial 
eclipse of at least 90% total-
ity from approximately 1:30 
p.m. EDT/12:30 p.m. CDT 
to 4:30 EDT/3:30 CDT.

Nearly 4 million Hoosiers 
live within the path of total-
ity, with hundreds of thou-
sands of people expected to 
visit Indiana for the event. 
Increased traffic and conges-
tion are also expected as resi-
dents and tourists alike make 
their way to viewing destina-
tions. Areas near the eclipse 
centerline are anticipated to 

see the greatest influx of visi-
tors, including Vincennes, 
Bloomington, Franklin, and 
Bluffton. Indianapolis and 
Evansville are also included 
in the path.

To ensure a smooth trip, 
the Indiana Department of 
Transportation (INDOT) and 
Indiana State Police (ISP) 
urge drivers to plan ahead 
and prepare for potential 
travel impacts before, during 
and after the eclipse.
Before the eclipse
• Research your viewing 
site, considering accessibil-
ity, parking and crowd size. 
Check INDOT TrafficWise 
on the mobile app or at 
511in.org to plan your route 
and monitor traffic condi-
tions. Plan to arrive to your 
destination early.
• Anticipate increased traffic 
and congestion, especially in 
areas in or near the path of 
totality.
• Reach your destination 
safely -- buckle up and put 
your phone down while 
driving.
• Pack plenty of snacks and 
water, as well as charging 

cables for electronics and 
mobile devices, in the event 
you or your group become 
stranded.
• Make sure your vehicle 
has a full tank of gas and top 
off fluids before you head 
out in case you’re stuck in 
traffic for a long period of 
time. Use this eclipse-ready 
checklist for more road trip 
essentials.
• Don’t forget your solar 
eclipse viewing glasses! You 
will need specially designed 
glasses to avoid damage to 
your eyes.
During the eclipse
• Avoid travel during the 
eclipse or in the main path if 
possible.
• Exit the roadway to stop 
and view the solar eclipse. 
Do not stop along highways 
or park on the shoulder for 
viewing.
• Do not take photos or vid-
eos while driving. Indiana is 
a hands-free state. Holding 
mobile devices such as 
smartphones or tablets while 
driving is prohibited by state 
law.
• Do not wear eclipse glasses 

while driving.
• Turn on your headlights. 
Do not rely on automatic 
lights.
• Watch for pedestrians, 
especially along secondary 
roads.
After the eclipse
• Plan your post-event trans-
portation method well in 
advance. If celebrating, en-
sure everyone has a safe and 
sober way to return home. 
Designate a sober driver or 
arrange for alternate trans-
portation.
• Exercise patience when 
leaving your viewing loca-

tion as traffic may be heavy. 
Follow instructions from law 
enforcement or emergency 
personnel and be considerate 
of fellow drivers.
• Stay put and stick around 
to avoid the post-event rush.
• Clean up after yourself and 
dispose of trash in desig-
nated receptacles, or take it 
with you.
• Once again, check INDOT 
TrafficWise on the mobile 
app or at 511in.org to plan 
your route and monitor traf-
fic conditions.
• INDOT will limit road clo-
sures and restrictions where 

possible on state routes to 
help with traffic flow sur-
rounding the eclipse. View 
current construction and 
maintenance activities on 
INDOT’s TrafficWise map 
or the free mobile app.

Visit the sites below and 
follow INDOT and ISP on 
social media for more infor-
mation regarding the total 
solar eclipse in Indiana.
www.eclipse2024.in.gov
www.visi t indiana.com/
eclipse2024
www.greatamericaneclipse.
com/indiana-2024-eclipse
www.science.nasa.gov

INDOT, ISP encourage drivers to plan ahead for upcoming solar eclipse
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HOW ARE YOU SLEEPING?

•

•

•

•

•

•

 REPEATED SNORING INTERRUPTED BY PERIODS OF SILENCE

 FALLING ASLEEP WHEN YOU SHOULDN’T AT WORK, WHILE DRIVING, ETC.

 RESTLESS SLEEP

 MORNING HEADACHES

 IRRITABILITY

 DEPRESSION

(These Are All Symptoms Of A Treatable 
Sleep Disorder Known As Sleep Apnea.)

Board Certified Sleep Physician Emilio D. Soria, MD
Sleep Center Of Northwest Indiana

Accredited by A.A.S.M.

NOW OPEN
In Winfield Woods Medical

9150 E. 109th Ave., Suite A1 • Crown Point, IN 46307
Call:  219-940-9052

If you or someone you know SNORES nightly 
and has one or more of the following
symptoms, it’s best to see a doctor.

•
•
•
•

 LOSS OF ENERGY, FATIGUE
 TROUBLE CONCENTRATING
 FORGETFULNESS
 SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION

www.sleepcenternwi.net

           (219) 661-5085 

Kessler Family Dental And  Associates  
Serving the Community for Over 30 Years 

Now Offering 

• Many New Services  
• Sedation Dentistry 
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Family Dentistry 
• New Extended Hours  

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS  

9161 E. 109th Ave.  Crown Point  (Located in the Four Seasons Plaza) 

Dr. Eric 
Compton

Dr. Maya 
Gendlin

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS

Implant Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry

Family Dentistry
New Extended Hours

Dr. Eli 
Macis

Voted “Best in the Region” 7 Years in a Row!

10/30/23, 11:46 AM Mail - Winfield Family Dental - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADg5N2M4Y2M0LWEyYzQtNDE5Yy04YmM3LTMwZDUwMjczODJmMQAQAMEJdIPnCiNDlqxmjGsXvD… 1/1

Doctor pic

Jeanette Botts <jeanette_b_hlp@yahoo.com>
Mon 10/30/2023 11:44 AM
To: Winfield Family Dental <omwinfielddental@p1dp.com> 

Sent from my iPhone

10    

• Implant Dentistry
• Sedation Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Family Dentistry
• Emergency Dentistry
• New Extended Hours

Winfield Family Dental
Serving the Community for Over 30 Years

(formerly Kessler Family Dental)

New location in the
Winfield Woods Building
9150 East 109th Ave. Ste. 3B

Crown Point, IN 46307
(Directly Across from LOFS Entrance)

Dr. Eric Compton, Dr. Vivienne Zhang, Dr. Elias Macis

9 3 0 1  C O N N E C T I C U T
D R .  C R O W N  P O I N T ,
I N  4 6 3 0 7

9 3 0 1  C O N N E C T I C U T
D R .  C R O W N  P O I N T ,
I N  4 6 3 0 7

N E W  H O U R S

Monda y - S a t u r d a y

1 1AM - 7PM
C l o s e d  S u n d a y

Monda y - S a t u r d a y

1 1 A M - 7 P M
C l o s e d  S u n d a y

W a i t  m i n u t e s ,  n o t  h o u r s !W a i t  m i n u t e s ,  n o t  h o u r s !

( 2 1 9 ) 7 5 6 - 2 1 0 0( 2 1 9 ) 7 5 6 - 2 1 0 0

U R G E N T  C A R EU R G E N T  C A R E



African and American Folktales
     Many parents and grandparents tell folktales to 
the children in their family. Storytellers spin them 
for listeners of all ages. A folktale may have:
1.  ________  solved
2.  ________  of things that are hard to understand
3.  ________  for an unkind person
4.  ________  learned
5. a ________  for a good person
6.  ________  who can overcome anything
7.  ________  spells
8.  ________  animals

                                        In America, we are 
                              lucky to have folktales from
around the world. As people come here to
live, they bring stories they have 
heard and shared before. These 
stories tell about life and nature.
African Americans have a wealth 
of folklore from Africa to share 
with their families and others.  
Some also share stories from their 
history as slaves and free people
in America. Most slaves were not
taught to read or write, so they 
told tales of Africa as well as new 
stories of life as experienced here.
     Many of these stories have 
been collected and written 
down. The tales in children's 
story books are 
beautifully 
illustrated for all 
to enjoy. Ask  
a librarian for 
help in finding 
some of these 
folktales...
you'll be glad 
you did!

1 2
3

4

5
6

7

8

heroes

lessons

explanations

reward

talking

punishment

problems

magical

6. tricky, greedy, lazy
7. proud, cruel
8. sneaky, clever
9. honorable, swift
10. patient, plotting

1

2
3

4

5
6

78

9

10

C

O

O

O

S

H A

A

I

E

1. stubborn, fearful
2. misleading, gets others 
    to do what he wants 
3. timid, loyal
4. playful, clever
5. wise, brave

warthog

chameleon

crocodile
monkey

tortoise

spider

lion

cheetah

jackal

snake

  Folktales often use animals 
to make a point. The animals 
are used to show what
                 people are like or
                 how they behave. 

            Which animals 
may be used to stand 
for these traits?

                A cat may
              be sneaky.
   A dog may be too  
trusting and get tricked.

     What is your 
favorite folktale?  
Did you hear it 
from your parents 
or grandparents?

  This animal is often 
seen in folktales.
Sometimes
he is hiding.
He is small, but
fast and clever!

__ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
U   I    F U   B  M   L   J    O   H F    H  H   T

  Draw another animal often found in
folktales.  What is he like?

1. Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale  
    by John Steptoe.
2. A Story A Story by Gail E. Haley.
3. Anansi the Spider Man by Philip M. Sherlock.
4. Jump! The Adventures of Brer Rabbit 
    by Joel Chandler Harris.
5. The Tales of Uncle Remus told by Julius Lester.
6. The People Could Fly told by Virginia Hamilton.
7. Nelson Mandela’s Favorite African Folktales 
    by Nelson Mandela.

4

5

6

7

8

9

1012

13
14

15

16
17

18

19 20

21

22

23

24
25

26

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

__   __   __   __   __   __
__   __   __   __   __ 

__ __ __ __ :

Bzzz
i  n

A West African Tale: by Verna Aardema
 4.   In the legend of John Henry,
     it is said that he was born with 
     and died with, this in his hand:

  John Henry: An American Legend by Ezra Jack Keats

M M H A E R

by Robert 
San Souci

Find a Favorite Folktale!
B   B   R   A   T   I

Check out these cool folktales:

o            u   i        o
W +

’

3.    This magical folktale has a chicken house full of these. 
    To find out what, fill in each blank with the letter 
    of the alphabet that comes before the one given.

1 2
3

11
1.   This folktale explains why an insect does what
    it does! Study the pictures and letters to help 
    you fill in the title.

This animal is:
1. ______________________________
2. ______________________________
3. ______________________________

Which Folktale?

Unscramble 
   the word.

Follow the dots 
      to see what 
       John Henry
                  held:

      These animals – but not alligators – live in 

#1

    #2
Africa. In stories they may be magical or dishonest.

LC

D IEO C
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ew

sp
ap

er
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 ©
 2
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2. In the tale, Beautiful Blackbird: by Ashley Bryan,
          a bird paints a touch of his beautiful  

color onto other birds’ feathers.

b
l a

c k

Annimills LLC © 2021 V17-8

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

...folktales from around the world.Contact your library to borrow...
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February 23, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                     7

Place your classified 
ads at

www.winfieldamerican.com

Advertise in the 
Winfield American 

219-662-8888

Limit one (1) coupon per visit. Limit one (1) coupon per visit. 
Must present coupon.Must present coupon.
Not valid with any other offer. Not valid with any other offer. 
Expires 3/2/24Expires 3/2/24Expires 3/2/24Expires 3/2/24

Your Business
Card Here 

219-662-8888 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE

WWW.BELUSHJEWELERS.COM

Jeffrey A JAnowski
fine Jeweler

219.663.5108
1170 E Summit St.

Crown Point, IN 46307

Fine Custom Made Jewelry • Diamonds & Precious Gems
Remounting • Purchasing Gold & Precious Metals

Like Us!

WE BUY
GOLD

Serving Northwest Indiana for 45 Years
Always buying Coin Collections, Stamp Collections, Old Gold & Silver

On the web: www.knightcoin.com

.999 Fine
3434 Ridge Rd. • Lansing, IL

(708) 895-9339

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. • Hobart, IN

(219) 942-4341

Serving Northwest Indiana for 50 Years

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. • Hobart, IN

219-942-4341
219-663-3306

Clemons' Tree Experts

Residential & Commercial

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service

Licensed * Bonded * Insured

Submit your general classified ad or real estate classified 
ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com. 
Fire Force Volunteers 
Lakes of the Four Seasons Volunteer Fire Force, which 
serves LOFS, Winfield, Winfield Township, and the 
WPTFP district, is always in need of more dedicated 
volunteers to join our ranks. Want to help your community 
by giving back through service? Call 219-662-7576 or 
e-mail to chief@lofsfire.com.

General Classifieds

• Interior / Exterior Painting
• Residential / Commercial

• Free Estimates
• 3rd Generation of Service

• Licensed  & Insured
• Serving Winfield & LOFS!

Call Brian at
219-306-6648!

• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow & Ice Management

• Complete Landscape Services
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Dr. Dan Galloway (72), of 
Crown Point, passed away 
with loved ones by his side 
on February 6th, 2024. He 
was born on January 19, 
1952, to Grover and Mildred 
Galloway in Benton, IL. 
After graduating from 
Portage High School, Dan 
worked as a paramedic 
while attending college at 
Indiana University. Upon 
completing graduate work 
at Penn State in medical 
genetics, he attended medi-
cal school at Midwestern 
University Chicago College 
of Osteopathic Medicine. 
Dan dedicated himself to 
serving his community in 
both family and emergency 
medicine. Dan earned ac-
colades from the Indiana 
Osteopathic Association 
(IOA) where he served as 
past president and member 
of the board of directors. 
This group was instrumental 

in advocating for and estab-
lishing Marian University 
College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, the first osteo-
pathic medical school in 
Indiana. Dan also received 
the J.B. Kinsinger award, 
the IOA’s highest to mem-
bers for outstanding service 
to the osteopathic profession 
and the community in 2005. 
He married the love of his 
life, Christine (Ostrowski) 
Galloway, on July 9, 1977, 
and they were blessed with 
three daughters, Jennifer, 
Kimberly, and Lauren, who 
all followed in their father’s 
footsteps and also pursued 
careers in service to others. 
Dan retired in 2022 after 
a 40 year career in clinical 
medicine. He enjoyed travel-
ing the world with his wife, 
family, and friends, espe-
cially if it involved cruises. 
Music was another passion 
of Dan’s. He was skilled 

at singing, playing guitar, 
and the ukulele. He proudly 
passed along his love of clas-
sic rock and the Beatles to 
his children and grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Mildred 
and Grover Galloway; his 
brother, Jim Galloway; his 
brother-in-law, Jim Daily; 
and his mother and father-in-
law, Stanley and Stephanie 
Ostrowski. He is survived by 
his wife, Christine Galloway; 
his daughters, Jennifer 
(Andy) Bien, Kimberly 
(Matt) Lichtenfeld, and Dr. 
Lauren (Brian) Brankle; 
his seven grandchildren: 
Annabel, Olivia, Kailey, 
Amelia, Madalyn, Bryce, 

and Adeline; his sister, 
Debbie Galloway and her 
family; and his sister-in-law 
and brother-in-law, Irene and 
Craig Hart and their family. 
Dan lived life to the fullest 
and will always be remem-
bered for his genuine com-
passion, his ability to bring 
joy and laughter into any 
room, and the love he shared 
with family and friends. 
Visitation will took place 
from 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
on Friday, February 16th at 
Burns Funeral Home, 10101 
Broadway, Crown Point. 
The funeral service was held 
on Saturday, February 17th 
at Burns Funeral Home at 
10:00 a.m. Burial will follow 
at Calumet Park Cemetery 
in Merrillville, IN. In lieu 
of flowers, please make a 
memorial contribution to 
either the Motyka Dannin 
Osteopathic Educational 
Foundation through the IOA 
at www.inosteo.org or the 
Peyton Manning Children’s 
Hospital Foundation at www.
give.stvincent.org. www.
wwwburnsfuneral.com.

Obituary ~ Dr. Dan Galloway
Indiana educators are en-

couraged to apply for the 
2024 Natural Resources 
Teacher Institute (NRTI), 
which will be held June 24-
28 at the Forestry Training 
Center at Morgan-Monroe 
State Forest.

Hosted by the Indiana 
DNR Division of Forestry 
and Purdue University 
Forestry and Natural 
Resources Extension, this 
week-long immersive profes-
sional development program 
will provide educators with 
the knowledge, skills, and 
tools to effectively teach their 
students about forest ecology, 
research, and management in 
Indiana. There is no cost to 
participants, and meals and 
housing are also provided.

Daily activities include 
visiting public and private 
forest sites, touring forest in-
dustry facilities, and explor-

ing forestry research through 
the Hardwood Ecosystem 
Experiment.

Up to 18 educators will 
be accepted to participate. 
Participants must be avail-
able to attend all days of the 
program and fully participate 
in activities.

Participants will earn 30+ 
Professional Growth Points, 
as well as receive Project 
Learning Tree and Leopold 
Education Project curriculum 
materials, a forestry tool kit, 
Indiana-specific field guides, 
and a stipend for developing 
and implementing a lesson 
plan.

Learn more at www.dnr.
IN.gov/forestry/programs/
education/nrti. To request 
an application, contact Lexi 
Eiler, forestry education spe-
cialist, at leiler@dnr.IN.gov 
or 317-234-5143.

Forestry educational opportunity 
available to teachers



Market swings making you uneasy? 
Let's talk.
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BURNSURN
Funeral Home and Crematory

Pre-planning is:
• A gift of love for your family

• Provides you with peace of mind

• Is a compassionate means of 
helping your loved ones during one 
of the most difficult times of life.

Family Owned for 104 YearsOn-Premises 
Crematory

Serving 
Winfield/LOFS 

Since 1985.

CROWN POINT
10101 Broadway

Crown Point
769-0044

HOBART
701 E. 7th Street

Hobart, IN
942-1117

Celebrating Life

BURNS
Funeral Home & Crematory

CROWN POINT • HOBART

Family Owned for 114 Years116

 

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

Coyotes are on the move, 
and Indiana residents might 
see them more, but this 
should not be a cause for 
alarm.

Coyotes are common ev-
erywhere in the state, even in 
urban areas. Coyotes become 
more active during winter, 
and the bare vegetation this 
time of year increases the 
chance of catching a glimpse. 
Young coyotes leave their 
parents to find a new home, 
making them more likely to 
be seen during winter. And in 
January, coyotes will be look-
ing to breed, making them 
even more active. Seeing 
more coyotes does not mean 
they are increasing in num-
ber.

Where people are, coyotes 
follow. Coyotes like to eat 
animals and plants that thrive 
around yards and homes, in-
cluding rabbits, mice, fruit, 
and squirrels. They thrive 
around people because of the 
abundant food that comes 
with human development.

Coyotes are a common 

member of Indiana’s urban 
wildlife community, as are 
raccoons, red foxes, and 
opossums. Coyotes are also 
an important member of 
Indiana’s wildlife commu-
nity, helping control rodent 
populations and cleaning up 
carrion.

Coyotes typically weigh 
between 20-30 pounds and 
are similar in height to a 
German Shepherd. Winter 
fur, which is thicker, makes 
coyotes appear bigger than 
they actually are, potentially 
causing concern.

To reduce the possibil-
ity of pets having a negative 
interaction with coyotes or 
any other wildlife, keep pets 
leashed, in a kennel with a 
secure top, or indoors.

Problems between coyotes 
and people are uncommon. 
Follow these tips for making 
your property less attractive 
to coyotes:
• Clean up fallen fruit from 
trees or gardens.
• Keep garbage secure.
• Make sure pet food and 

treats are not left outside.
• If you see a coyote around 
your yard, take down bird-
feeders; coyotes could be 
attracted to the rodents eat-
ing the seeds.
• Never intentionally feed a 
coyote, which could result in 
its losing its fear of people.

Making a coyote feel un-
welcome around people can 
help maintain its natural fear 
of humans, but never cor-
ner or chase a coyote – you 
should always allow it to 
have a clear escape path to 
get away from you. If you 
see a coyote and want it to 
go away, try to make it un-
comfortable, yell; wave your 
arms; spray it with a hose; 
throw tennis balls or small 
stones at it, but don’t throw 
anything that could be food, 
like apples; or carry a jar of 
coins to shake or a small air 
horn to make noise.

Learn more about coy-
otes at www.wildlife.
IN.gov/5688.htm.

Increase in Indiana’s winter coyote 
sightings is no cause for alarm

Sixth graders at St. Mary 
Catholic Community School 
in Crown Point recently im-
mersed themselves in a cap-
tivating conclusion to their 
ecology unit. They delved 
into the fascinating world 
of Barn Owl pellet dissec-
tion. The air in the classroom 
buzzed with excitement and 
curiosity as they were ready 
to unravel the mysteries hid-
den within these compact, 
regurgitated masses.

These young scientists 

carefully dissected the pel-
lets and sifted through the 
seemingly nondescript pel-
lets, unveiling the remains 
of the Barn Owl’s last meals. 
The classroom became a hub 
of scientific discovery as the 
students uncovered an array 
of skeletal treasures – tiny 
skulls of rodents and delicate 
beaks of smaller birds. The 
intricacies of the food chain 
came to life before their eyes, 
as they pieced together the 
puzzle of the Barn Owl’s diet 
and its crucial role in the lo-
cal ecosystem. “Mrs. Sarabia 
utilizes a great balance of 
‘hands on’ learning to make 
science interesting and rel-
evant for her students,” said 
Principal Tom Ruiz.

For more information visit 
www.school.stmarycp.org.

St. Mary students participate in interesting 
‘hands on’ science lesson

LaShawn Walker and Liam 
Parker found excellent ex-
amples of small rodent 
(vole) skulls.

DeSean Torres and Gwen 
Patti meticulously dissect-
ing an owl pellet so as to 
not break the tiny bones 
within.

Wayne D. Kroner, Sr., age 77 
of Crown Point, IN (LOFS), 
passed away on Monday, 
February 5, 2024. He was 
born on March 8, 1946, in 
Chicago, IL, to William S. 
and Margaret Kroner. Wayne 
was a graduate of Gage Park 
High School in Chicago, 
(January class of 1965). After 
graduation, he worked for 
Frito-Lay for 44 years before 
retiring in 2008. He enjoyed 
his senior golf group along 
with camping where he en-
joyed traveling around the 
country with his RV fam-
ily and friends, enjoying the 
west the most. Wayne was a 
member of the Lake of the 
Four Seasons Lions Club 
since 1985, where he served 
in many different capaci-
ties, including President. He 
also received the prestigious 

Melvin Jones Award in 2011. 
Wayne always enjoyed help-
ing with all the projects, 
especially cooking for the 
dinners and knew his way 
around the kitchen. He was 
also a member of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society of 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
helping with the food bank 
which he enjoyed. Wayne 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, William S. and 
Margaret Kroner, his only 
brother, William F. Kroner. 
He is survived by the love 
of his life, his high school 
sweetheart, Linda, who he 
married in July of 1965. 
They were blessed with 3 
amazing children: Kimberly 
(Mark), Wayne, Jr. (Rebecca) 
and Keith (Jeanelin). Wayne 
is also survived by 7 grand-
children: Macy (Nick), Kiana 

(Jake), Wade (Paige), Jordan, 
William, Skylar, and Trent. 
Along with that legacy are 8 
great grandchildren. And, we 
cannot forget his beloved fur 
baby, Bella. A memorial visi-
tation will take place at Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church, 7667 
E. 109th Avenue, Winfield, 
on Saturday, February 24, 
2024, from 9 a.m. until 
time of memorial service 
at 10 a.m. Rev. Thomas E. 
Mischler officiating. In lieu 
of flowers, the family kindly 
requests donations to LOFS 
Lions Club or the St. Vincent 
de Paul of Holy Spirit for 
the food pantry. Wayne will 
be deeply missed by all who 
knew him and loved him. His 
memory will live on in his 
children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren. Such 
an amazing legacy he leaves 

behind. Wayne will forever 
be cherished in our hearts 
and so deeply missed. Burns 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 
Crown Point, IN, entrusted 
with arrangements. www.
burnsfuneral.com

Obituary ~ Wayne D. Kroner, Sr.
Our chapter is LOFS 

LIONS and our motto is 
‘WE SERV’E. We serve the 
communities of LOFS (Lake 
and Porter County), Winfield 
Township, and West Porter 
Township. 

Consider joining our chap-
ter. We welcome you to visit 
us at our general meetings, 
which are usually held 6:30 
p.m. the second Wednesday 
of each month at the LOFS 
Lakehouse Restaurant. 

Board Meetings are held the 
first Wednesday and a social 
gathering is usually held the 
fourth Wednesday of the month. 

Contact any Lion mem-
ber or one of the present of-
ficers: Yolanda Hernandez, 
President. Tom Snowden 1st 
Vice. Danny Moynihan, 2nd 
Vice. Jeanette Titoff, Secretary. 
Chuck DeLasCasas, treasurer. 

We hold several fundrais-
ers throughout the year and 
donate to community food 
banks, Fire Stations and more. 

This year we received 
enough funds to offer six 
$1000 scholarships to students 
from Crown Point and Boone 
Grove High Schools! Our 
aim is To Serve!

LOFS Lions Club looking for more volunteers 
to help serve Winfield and surrounding areas


