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Geisen Family acquires Pruzin Funeral Homes; expands service offerings
Geisen Funeral Homes
is expanding its service offerings by acquiring Pruzin
Funeral Homes, including
its locations in Merrillville,
Portage, and Crown Point.
Owners Larry and Kim
Geisen and their son, Funeral
Director Anthony Geisen,
represent the fifth and sixth
generations of their family
to serve their neighbors in
Northwest Indiana.
Geisen Funeral Home has
been in business for over 154
years, and Pruzin Funeral
Home over 90 years, so both
families have deep-seated
roots in the community.
“We sincerely appreciate
the trust that the Pruzins have
placed in us. My family and I
understand how important it
is to carry on the Pruzin fam-

ily’s legacy, and we take this
honor very seriously,” said
Larry Geisen. “The Geisen
and Pruzin families share the
same ideals and high standards of funeral care.”
“It’s been an honor to
provide compassionate care
and services to our neighbors over the years. We
know many families have
been loyal to us, and we will
still be taking care of them,
now under the ownership of
Geisen Funeral Homes,” said
Thomas G. Pruzin.
Following the acquisition,
funeral directors Thomas G.
Pruzin, TJ Pruzin (his son),
and Jonathon Christiansen
will continue serving families at all funeral home locations with the compassion
and care their families have

come to know.
Geisen Funeral Homes
owns a state-of-the-art crematory in Crown Point,
along with a Pet Loss Centre.
The funeral home also has
a spacious reception center
where families can gather for
on-site catered funeral luncheons.
Many Northwest Indiana
families have previously prearranged and pre-paid funeral
services with Pruzin Brothers
Funeral Service. These accounts will be honored and
will remain intact.
Those with any questions about their existing
preplanned arrangements or
about the transfer in ownership are welcomed to contact
Geisen Funeral Home at 219663-2500.

Pictured left to right are TJ Pruzin, Tom Pruzin, Kim Geisen, Larry Geisen, and
Anthony Geisen.

Indiana’s college-going
rate is at its lowest point in
recent history, continuing a
steady decline over the past
several years, according to a
new report from the Indiana
Commission for Higher
Education. Just 59% of the
graduating high school class
of 2019 enrolled at the certificate, two-year and four-year
degree levels, a drop of six
percentage points over five
years (65% in 2015).
The impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on
Indiana’s college-going rate
is not measured in the 2021
College Readiness Report,
as the new data is for the

graduating high school class
of 2019. With a known decrease in fall 2020 enrollment for two- and four-year
colleges, the Commission
anticipates the next readiness
report could show continued
decline.
“We cannot overlook the
persistent questioning of the
value of higher education as
a factor in Indiana’s collegegoing decline,” said Indiana
Commissioner for Higher
Education Teresa Lubbers.
“Hoosiers with education
beyond high school were
less likely to be unemployed
in the aftermath of the economic upheaval that took

place last year. Our challenge
and opportunity must focus on increasing the higher
education value proposition
to Hoosiers, while ensuring
students are ready and able to
access it.”
One bright spot in
Indiana’s college-going story: 21st Century Scholars’
college-going rate improved
2 percentage points to 88%.
Scholars go to college at
higher rates than their lowincome (35%) and higherincome peers (64%) and are
the only group on track to
close Indiana’s college-going
equity gap.
The report also high-

lights an increase in graduation waivers awarded to
2019 high school graduates:
Nearly 1 in 8 high school
graduates were awarded
graduation waivers in 2019,
an increase of more than 3
percentage points in one year
and the highest number in at
least 15 years.
Graduation waivers are
awarded to students who
cannot pass Indiana’s requirements for graduating
high school. While there are
identifiable reasons for a
waiver diploma, the increase
is cause for concern. A possible factor in the one-year
change: 2019 graduates were

Opportunity Enterprises’
President/CEO Neil Samahon, accepted a generous gift made by community members as a result of
Strack & Van Til and Town
& Country’s well-known
‘Checkout Challenge’. More
than $15,000 was raised in
two-and-a-half weeks to support OE’s mission of increasing the self-sufficiency and
enriching the lives of individuals with disabilities.
“I cannot emphasize
enough how important customers of our store locations are,” states Jeff Strack,
president of Strack & Van
Til. “Our stores, with the sup-

port of our employees, have
the ability to serve as a conduit to giving. Our customers have an outlet to give in
a convenient way to some of
the most amazing organizations in Northwest Indiana,
like Opportunity Enterprises.
Thanks to our cashiers, they
have an important role in
helping customers understand why rounding-up their
purchases benefit our collective communities,” Strack
states further.
Neil Samahon visited the
Valparaiso Strack & Van Til
store located on Calumet
Avenue
with
District
(See Challenge Pg. 5)

Opportunity Enterprises President/CEO Neil Samahon,
visits the Strack & Van Til’s location on Calumet
Avenue to thank top cashiers in Porter County that
helped to raise more than $15,000 for the organization. Pictured from left are Cheri Hoferth, Marcia Zeck,
Sara Spoolstra, Baleigh McLain, Pam Cagle, Simeon
Rice, Neil Samahon, Denise Alahouzos, and District
Manager, Laura Wassong.

Number of Hoosiers going to college at lowest point in recent history
the first students required to
pass Indiana’s ISTEP test in
10th grade, instead of the previous requirement of passing
an end-of-course assessment.
More changes in high school
graduation
requirements,
including the transition to
the SAT for state and federal accountability, will take
place in the next few years
as Indiana moves toward
Graduation Pathways.
Data in the Commission’s
Readiness Report show high
school graduates who earned
a waiver are less likely to enroll in college (only 28% of
students who graduate with
a waiver enroll in college)

and less likely to be successful in college than students
who were not awarded waivers. There is also disparity in
which students are awarded
waivers: students of color,
low-income students and
general diploma earners are
more likely to graduate high
school with a waiver.
Additional report findings:
• Students who earn the
Academic Honors diploma
are more likely to go to
college. Almost 90% of
students who earn the
Academic Honors Diploma
go to college, compared
to 46% of Core 40 earners
(See Hoosiers Pg. 2)

Strack & Van Til’s ‘Checkout Challenge’ helps jumpstart Opportunity Enterprises

Neil Samahon stands with Strack & Van Til and Town &
Country Cashiers that helped to make OE’s Checkout
Challenge successful. Pictured from left are Baleigh
McLain, Marcia Zeck, Pam Cagle, Simeon Rice, Neil
Samahon, and Denise Alahouzos.

www.winfieldamerican.com
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Upcoming auditions for the Northwest Indiana
Symphony Youth Orchestra and Chorus

The Northwest Indiana
Symphony Youth Orchestra,
under the direction of conductor Philip Bauman, offers
a select group of young musicians a dynamic and educational musical environment,
which places a strong emphasis on artistic excellence,
personal growth and providing exceptional performance
experiences. This outstanding
youth orchestra is comprised
of students from Lake, Porter,
Newton, Jasper, and La Porte
counties in Indiana and Cook
County in Illinois. The Youth
Orchestra is excited to pres(Hoosiers from Pg. 1)

and 14% of general diploma
earners.
• There are gaps in collegegoing rates, depending on
a student’s background.
College-going gaps occurred—or widened in
2019—for students of color,
those from low-income
households, men and rural
students when compared to
the statewide average.
• Student performance
is improving. Of the
Commission’s metrics for
early success in college
(not needing remediation,
persisting to the second year
and completing all credits
attempted), data show remediation remained low in 2019
(9%) and more students
persisted and completed their
attempted credits.

ent several performances this
year including two concerts
and their own Showcase
Fundraiser in March. The
Youth Orchestra season is already underway with regular
Sunday rehearsals.
The Youth Orchestra is
open to highly accomplished
musicians between 8th and
12th grades and post-high
school students who are currently under the age of 22.
Membership in the Youth
Orchestra is by audition only.
The Youth Orchestra announces Fall Auditions for
the 2021-22 season for all in• More students are seeking
shorter-term credentials. The
percentage of students seeking a shorter-term credential
(less than a two- or four-year
degree) in 2019 more than
doubled from the previous
year (1.5% in 2018; 3.3% in
2019).
The Commission regularly
offers recommendations to
accompany its data reports,
which are supported by the
strategies and action items
outlined in its strategic plan
Reaching Higher in a State of
Change. The plan is Indiana’s
roadmap to reach its big goal
of at least 60% of Hoosiers
with education and training
beyond high school by 2025.
The full report is available
at www.che.in.gov/reports.

struments. Auditions will take
place on Sunday, September
26, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at the Center for Visual
and Performing Arts in
Munster.
For complete information
regarding audition requirements, application forms, required music selections, and
to schedule an audition, please
visit the Youth Orchestra link
of the Symphony website at:
www.nisorchestra.org.
Contact Marilyn Stuckert,
Youth Orchestra Manager, at
219-836-0525 ext. 201 with
additional questions.
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NWI’s new Kankakee Meanderlands Wetland
Conservation Area opening September 15

Access is limited. The area
is located where State Road

35 crosses the river 5 miles
north of S.R. 30. A small
parking lot is located off S.R.
35 on the east side just south
of the river. An access point
to the river is available for
use by a small boat or kayak.
There is no ramp or parking
available for trailers.
Spring turkey hunting for
2022 will also be allocated

by draw at the Kingsbury
FWA office April 9, 2022, at
10 a.m. CT. All other hunting
is open with no check in or
draws. The area is posted, so
please do not trespass.
View a map of the
property at www.on.IN.gov/
kingsburyfwa.

All month long, Hoosier
history buffs can meet archaeologists and learn about
the state’s fascinating past.
Through the past years’ celebrations, thousands of members of the public have been
able to experience archaeology in this and many other
ways.
A variety of events for
all ages will be offered by
universities, museums, organizations, and individuals throughout Indiana.

The Indiana Department of
Natural Resources Division
of Historic Preservation &
Archaeology
coordinates
the activities. A schedule of
events is at www.on.IN.gov/
dhpa.
State Archaeologist Amy
Johnson, noted that the theme
of this year’s Archaeology
Month poster, shown at
www.on.IN.gov/archaeologymonth, is ‘Cheers,
Indiana! Archaeology and
the Production of Hoosier

Spirits’.
Overall,
archaeologists
have recorded more than
73,000 sites in Indiana since
the early 1800s, helping
shape public understanding
of the pre-contact and historic people who also called
the land we now call Indiana
home.

Church of the Four
Seasons, located at 9100
East 109th Avenue, will be
hosting a free movie night
on Saturday, September 11,
from 6 to 9 p.m.
Grab your chairs or blankets for a free outdoor movie.
Hot dogs and popcorn along

with refreshments will be
available. The movie begins
at dusk but you can have fun
playing a few outdoor games
before the movie starts.
Everyone is invited.
For more information call
219-663-7803.

The new Kankakee Meanderlands Wetland Conservation
Area, located about 45 minutes
from Winfield-LOFS along
the Kankakee River in LaPorte
County, will open September
15. The area is located five miles
south of Kingsbury Fish & Wildlife Area (FWA) and will provide
new hunting opportunities.

State celebrates September as the 26th
annual ‘Indiana Archaeology Month’

Free outdoor movie
night at local church

2019 #1 Team
in Indiana!

Affiliated

COMMERCIAL
OPPORTUNITIES

• 2 BR, 2.5 BATH TOWNHOME w/2 CAR GARAGE!
• Large Great Room w/ Gas Fireplace
• All Stainless Steel Appliances Included!
• Engineered Hardwood Flooring Throughout Home
• Greatly Decorated, Large Loft, & Unfinished Basement

Call for info 219-306-7812
david.taylor@century21.com

• FREE RENTALS ON SITE
• CLAIM ASSISTANCE
24-Hour Towing (800)358-0122 • INSURANCE DIRECT REPAIR
www.TomAndEdsAutobody.com • WRITTEN LIFETIME WARRANTY
ng
owi
T
&

THE BEST IN NORTHWEST INDIANA & THE INDUSTRY!
Crown Point

Schererville

219-661-8877

219-322-5220

10730 Broadway

Serving the Community for Over 30 Years
• Many New Services
Implant Dentistry
• Sedation Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Now Offering
Cosmetic Dentistry
Cosmetic •Dentistry
• Family Dentistry
Family Dentistry
• New Extended Hours
New Extended Hours

FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS
FREE CONSULTATIONS • FREE SECOND OPINIONS

Dr. Eli
Macis

Broker

WE CAN FIX ANYTHING!

Kessler Family Dental And Associates

Dr. Maya
Gendlin

David Taylor

Dr. Eric
Compton

1225 Birch Drive

Merrillville

3111 W.
Lincoln
Hwy
8130
Taney
Place

219-736-0722

HOW ARE YOU SLEEPING?

If you or someone you know SNORES nightly
and has one or more of the following
symptoms, it’s best to see a doctor.
• REPEATED SNORING INTERRUPTED BY PERIODS OF SILENCE
• FALLING ASLEEP WHEN YOU SHOULDN’T AT WORK, WHILE DRIVING, ETC.
• RESTLESS SLEEP
• LOSS OF ENERGY, FATIGUE
• MORNING HEADACHES
• TROUBLE CONCENTRATING
• IRRITABILITY
• FORGETFULNESS
• SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION
• DEPRESSION

(These Are All Symptoms Of A Treatable
Sleep Disorder Known As Sleep Apnea.)
Voted “Best in the Region” 7 Years in a Row!

(219) 661-5085

9161 E. 109th Ave. Crown Point (Located in the Four Seasons Plaza)

Board Certified Sleep Physician Emilio D. Soria, MD
Sleep Center Of Northwest Indiana
Accredited by A.A.S.M.
NOW OPEN
In Winfield Woods Medical
9150 E. 109th Ave., Suite A1 • Crown Point, IN 46307
Call: 219-940-9052
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Become tobacco-free with Aspire classes and support groups in October
Sign up for Franciscan
Health’s Aspire tobacco cessation program, a multifaceted approach to quitting
smoking.
Aspire is designed to help
people break free from addiction and move toward a
healthier life. The program is
a combination of four weeks
of classes held virtually, fol-

lowed by four weeks of support group. The cost is a onetime fee of $50.
Tobacco use is the leading
preventable cause of premature death and disease in the
U.S. It substantially increases the risk of developing cancer, coronary heart disease
and stroke. Approximately
one in five Indiana residents

are smokers, putting Indiana
in the top 10 of most prevalent smoking states.
Most people try to quit
seven to 10 times before
they are successful, but each
attempt is a learning experience, not a failure. By using
a non-judgmental, personalized approach, Aspire will
help you:

(Challenge from Pg. 1)
Manager Laura Wassong
to thank top cashiers from
five store locations who supported efforts in spreading
awareness about Opportunity
Enterprises.
“Opportunity Enterprises
goes beyond serving our
amazing clients and their
families. With more than 360
employees, we are part of the
very fabric of our communities by contributing to the
social and economic impacts
of our Northwest Indiana region,” states Samahon, president/CEO of the organization. “I cannot thank Strack
& Van Til and its customers
enough for supporting OE’s
mission. I especially thank
the store’s cashiers who really
took time to learn about our
organization in order to share
with their customers. The
Checkout Challenge timeframe for our organization
came at an ideal time with our
fiscal year beginning in July

of each year. The Challenge
helped kick-off our annual
giving, creating a strong start
in giving the best of all possibilities to our clients.”
Opportunity Enterprises
thanked the top cashiers at
each store location in Porter
County and recognized the
Strack & Van Til store location on Route 30 in Valparaiso
for the highest increase of
their round-up gifts from the
previous year. Through the
support of their cashiers, customers increased their giving
by nearly $1,000.
For more than 50 years,
Opportunity Enterprises has
worked to maximize selfsufficiency and enrich the
quality of life for individuals
with disabilities. OE is in the
business of amazing people,
serving nearly 1,500 people
with disabilities in Northwest
Indiana with over 360 staff
and hundreds of volunteers.
To learn more about OE or to

support the organization by
volunteering or making a gift,
call 219-464-9621, or visit
www.oppent.org.
Strack & Van Til is a fullservice grocery and fresh
food store committed to the
complete satisfaction of their
customers. They guarantee
the finest quality and best
value and provide their customers with a friendly shopping experience in each of
their 21 stores in Northwest
Indiana. They remain dedicated to the communities we
serve by supporting organizations and events that enhance
the quality of life. Supporting
local charities is a part of their
culture along with hard work,
genuineness, and gratitude.
These values are in Indiana
and in the people, who call the
Region home. Their Indiana
roots go back to 1929. Visit
www.strackandvantil.com for
more information.

REAL ESTATE
CLASSES

STARTING
SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2021
6 P.M. TO 9 P.M.

VILLAGE REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
8370 East 109th Ave.
Winfield - Crown Point

CALL BABE:

219-776-7053
TO REGISTER TODAY

MENTION THIS AD FOR $50 DISCOUNT

• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow & Ice Management
• Complete Landscape Services

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

• Find renewed confidence
in your ability to quit.
• Develop a quit plan.
• Manage withdrawal symptoms.
• Learn to cope with your
triggers to smoke.
• Learn new skills to remain

tobacco free.
Classes will be held virtually for four consecutive
Wednesdays, beginning on
October 13, 5 to 6 p.m.
One-on-one appointments
are also available. To enroll in the Aspire program,

email
Laura.Arent@franciscanalliance.org or call
219-662-3733. Learn more,
download a free guide and
take a quiz by going online at
www.FranciscanHealth.org/
Aspire.
Neighborhood
Favorite Dentist

ADVANCED DENTAL CONCEPTS

Nextdoor.com

Complete Family, Cosmetic, and Implant Dentistry

“The Softer Side of Dentistry”

Beautiful
Healthy Smiles

For the Whole Family!

Visit us online today!

www.ADCSmiles.com
* NEW PATIENT SPECIAL *
EXAM, X-RAYS* &
$

99

REGULAR CLEANING*

FREE
2ND OPINIONS

*Ask for details.

FREE

CONSULTATION
IMPLANTS, INVISALIGN

Dr. Danny Hayes and Associates
106 Indian Boundary Road * Chesterton, IN 46304 * (219)926-7595
10780 Randolph Street * Crown Point, IN 46307 * (219)663-6878
3410 Willowcreek Road * Portage, IN 46368 * (219)763-6878

Our Amazing Family...Caring for Yours!
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Valparaiso University receives grant to
introduce interdisciplinary math curriculum

219-769-6411

Valparaiso University will
transform its foundational
mathematics
curriculum
through a three-year grant
totaling nearly $300,000
from the National Science
Foundation as part of the
Improving Undergraduate
STEM Education program.
Valpo will develop an interdisciplinary, corequisite
model some of which will
be unique to any university.
This approach will allow
students to take mathematics
courses at the same time as
more than 30 courses across
the University that used to
have mathematics as a prerequisite.
“Through this corequisite
curriculum, Valpo students
will have the opportunity to
understand important math-

ematical concepts and their
relevance to other disciplines,
pursue their desired majors
from day one and graduate
in a timely fashion,” said
Zsuzsanna Szaniszlo, Ph.D.,
professor of mathematics and
statistics.
In addition to the change
in curriculum, Valpo faculty
will learn new methods to
engage and support students,
including underrepresented
groups in STEM, by participating in Faculty Learning
Communities. Faculty will
discuss
interdisciplinary
projects and mastery-based
grading systems to increase
the comprehension and application of course concepts.
“Our dedicated faculty
constantly seek new ways to
better equip our students for

“YOUR COMFORT IS
OUR PRIORITY”

the professional world and
influence the trajectory of
higher education,” said Eric
W. Johnson ’87, Ph.D., proSpecializing in:
vost and executive vice pres• Furnace & AC Repair, Tune-Ups, & Installation
ident for academic affairs.
• Duct Cleaning • Water Heater Installation
“Through this curriculum
• Mini Split System Installation • Wifi & Standard Thermostats
change, Valpo places itself
• Germicidal Machines & UV Lights
on the forefront of corequi• Free Estimates • Monthly Specials • Follow us on Facebook
site learning, enabling our
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
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Public
Notice for
Hearing on:

Request of variance
for installation of a
Deck to exceed the
rear setback
Dustin Boyd
1927 Loganberry
Lane; lot P-1059
Crown Point, IN
46307
Monday, September
27, 2021
7:30 P.M. LOFS
Seasons Lakehouse

General Classifieds

Wanted: Old Motorcycles/Muscle Cars
Looking to buy old motorcycles and old muscle cars any price
or condition. rusty, bent or broken ok. Harley, Kawasaki,
Corvette. knucklehead, panhead, shovelhead, xlcr. Call 708299-7103 (1,001)
Help Wanted – Church Worship Musician
Church of the Four Seasons United Methodist is looking for
an individual to serve as the Worship Musician. Must have
knowledge of worship music and be available for 11:00 a.m.
Sunday services. Students and experienced musicians are all
welcome to apply. Compensation for the position will be. Call
(219) 663-7803 (1,001)
Handyman Services: LOFS & Winfield
Carpentry, decks, deck repair, windows, doors, drywall,
painting, floors remodeling, repairs, and more! Call Gregg
219-286-2523. Over 30 years experience! (1,003)
Wanted: Canning Jars
Need all size canning jars (Mason/Ball/Kerr). Please call: 708474-4964. (1,004)
English Tutor Available
English Tutor-Christine Hunter, Ph.D. 724-766-4933 or
hchrislu@yahoo.ca Crown Point Community Library, Winfield
Branch, English Composition, English Literature and Criticism,
ESL Certified, Resumes, CVs, and Cover Letters (1,005)

One grandmother lives near us...

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

We love to
go and visit our
grandparents!

...while my grandparents live far away.
Kids: color
stuff in!

Annimills LLC © 2021 V19

Fun with Grandma and Grandpa

Ya k
We made two small
Ya k
Read the story about Penny and Ben. Some of the nouns
crossword puzzles
Ya k
2
are missing from their story. Remember that a noun names a
for you. Have fun!
1
person, place or thing. Use the number clues in the story
8
with the picture clues to fill in the crossword puzzle:
3
Hi! We are Penny and Ben. We are twins. Last weekend
7
we went to visit our grandparents. They live in another state
10
9
9
so we got to stay with them for a whole week. Grandma gave
8
us lots of hugs. We baked desserts, rode bikes, played
7
video games and camped one night in the backyard.
10
Grandpa helped us build and paint bookcases. He took us
1
5
on a walk every morning to a little store. He bought his
Wo
of!
newspaper, then he let us choose a treat to keep for later.
f!
5
3
oo
W
We want to tell you a story about our longest walk:
4
4
2
One warm morning we went for our walk with Grandpa.
1
2
A ________
barked at us! ________
talked to a grown-up.
6
3
4
The ________
shimmered from the hot breezes. ________
Fill in the puzzle below with
5
surrounded the lake to keep kids safe. My ________
more nouns from the story:
6
kicked up some sand. We threw stones over the fence.
6
7
The little ________
splashed into the water. ________
A
dangled in the park across the lake.
8
A ________,
chattering as he rode his bike, followed us.
9
A whistling ________
roared by on its tracks. Then Grandpa
R
pointed out where our father lived after he was born. It was
par
rents
10
a small ________
sitting in a grassy yard.
Hi Penny and Ben,
k
grandpa
story
When we got home, Grandpa taught us how to throw hula
Don’t forget to write a letter
E
6
hoops along the driveway in just the right way so they would
or
to send an email to let us
breeze
G
s
return to us. Hooray for walking and talking with Grandpa!
know what you are doing! G &
sand
driveway

Keeping
in Touch
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Don Kirschner

Don Kirschner, loving father and dedicated Papa, passed
away Tuesday, August 24,
2021, due to declining health
onset by ongoing medical issues. Don was at home and surrounded by his kids as he took
his final breath on Earth.
Don leaves behind his
3 children, Kristin (Luke),
Megan (Max) and Chad
(Denisse). Papa will be
loved and missed by his 14
grandchildren:, Ben, Yaviel,
Audrey, Madison, Issie,
Aiden, Morgan, Rasija,
Grant, Andrew, Thor, Myles,
Ella, and Asher. He is also
survived by his step-mother,
Mary Jane, mother-in-law
Irene and his cat Duffy.
Waiting for him above are his
beloved bride Leslie, mother
Theresa, father Adam and
father-in-law Joe.
Don served in the Vietnam
War as a member of the Air
Force, and upon his return,
spent many years fighting and
overcoming a slew of medical issues. His kids often joke
that he could write his own
medical encyclopedia, and
compared him to a cat with
99 lives. The halls of the VA
will be considerably quieter
without him there to entertain
his doctors and nurses. Don
had a witty and often inappropriate sense of humor, and
he had zero embarrassment

putting that sense of humor
on display on his kids’ social
media posts.
Don was always on the go,
always looking for someone
to help and something to do.
He would call his girls at 8 in
the morning and ask, ‘What
are you doing; can I stop by?’
and then proceed to clean our
houses when he arrived. Even
with his declining health, he
did all he could to help and
parent the way he thought we
needed, and to spoil our kids
in ways they definitely didn’t
need. In all honesty, Don lived
a much longer life than his family expected, and for that we are
so very thankful. Every time a
new illness would try to knock
him down, he would find a way
to fight it. Although it would
have been much easier for him
to give up the fight years ago,
he went through countless surgeries, treatments and appointments to ensure more time with
his kids and grandkids. As hard
as it is to say goodbye, we are
so grateful that he can finally be
at peace with a renewed body to
match his spirit that never waivered, even in the darkest of times.
We hope that Dad went to
Heaven refreshed and that his
hearing is finally in top condition, as we know Mom has
300 million stories to tell and
even more questions to ask.
We are sure he wore his fin-

Lakefront Solutions LLC
Waterfront Specialists

est flannel pajama pants and
T-shirt, the staples of his wardrobe, when he reunited with
his soulmate. We smile knowing they are once again together and watching over the giant
family and legacy they created. We know Dad and Mom
will be watching over us all
(and hopefully watching over
their beloved Cubbies, too, as
they certainly need it)!
Don’s remains will be cremated, and we will be sure to
scatter some of them at The
Four Winds Casino, his home
away from home and where
he spent all of our inheritance.
His children will host a celebration of life in Don‘s honor on Saturday, September
25, at 4pm at his daughter
Megan‘s home. If you would
like to attend, please contact
Megan Adams at maygenk@
sbcglobal.net for the address.
Just as we did with Mom, we
ask that you keep our family in
your thoughts and prayers, but
most importantly, we ask that
you love one another.

• Seawalls
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• Marine Construction
• Pile Driving
• Custom Waterfront Decks
• Excavation
• Demolition

Julie Sadler
Owner

lakefrontsols.com
lakefrontsolutionsllc@gmail.com
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www.ptvm.com
219.730.4698
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219.663.5108
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Crown Point, IN 46307
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Remounting • Purchasing Gold & Precious Metals

WWW.BELUSHJEWELERS.COM

◆ Tree & Stump Removal
◆ Trimming & Pruning
◆ Lot & Land Clearing
◆ Storm Damage Removal
◆ Firewood
◆ Over 30 Years Experience

Residential & Commercial Licensed * Bonded * Insured

219-663-3306

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service
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Family Owned for 113 Years

CROWN POINT
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769-0044
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Congressman Frank J. Mrvan thanks Merrillville
office summer interns for their service
Congressman Frank J.
Mrvan announced the students who have completed
summer internships in his
Merrillville office.
Lilia Brunetti is from
Munster and currently studying International Studies and
Biotechnology at Indiana
University in Bloomington.
Brunetti said, “Because
of this internship, I am so
much more aware of the
problems that everyday
Americans face, and I am
thankful to have been able
to assist the incredible caseworkers. Speaking with the

Congressman himself, I have
seen how dedicated he is and
how much he cares about
Northwest Indiana.”
Peter Galanos is also from
Munster and currently studying Business Management
at Indiana University in
Bloomington.
“The most rewarding part of
this experience was being able
to sit in on staff meetings and see
how the Congressman prepares
for his work,” said Galanos.
“There is so much background
and information on legislation,
and I appreciate how this preparation is used to improve interac-

This week in history
September 12, 1942
A German U-boat sank a British troop ship,
the Laconia, killing more than 1,400 men. The
commander of the German sub, Captain Werner
Hartenstein, soon realized that Italians POWs were
among the passengers and strove to aid in the
rescue of his Axis allies.
The Laconia was in the South Atlantic bound for
England when it encountered U-156, a German
submarine. The sub attacked, sinking the troop
ship and imperiling the lives of more than 2,200
passengers. But as Hartenstein was to learn
from survivors, among those passengers were
1,500 Italians POWs. Realizing that he had just
endangered the lives of his fellow Axis members,
he called an Italian submarine and two other
German U-boats to help rescue the survivors.
In the meantime, one French and two British
warships sped to the scene to aid in the rescue.
The German sub immediately informed the Allied
ships that they had surfaced for humanitarian
reasons. The Allies assumed it was a trap. An
American B-24 bomber saw the German sub and
bombed it, despite the fact that Hartenstein had
draped a Red Cross flag on the hull of his sub. The
U-156, damaged by the air attack, immediately
submerged. More than 1,400 of the Laconia’s
passengers, which also included Polish guards and
British crewmen, drowned.
www.history.com

Turning 65 or Older?

Get the best in Medicare
Supplement Insurance
SENIOR CARE

Insurance Services

Conveniently located in Merrillville,
Valparaiso, Schererville, and Munster.

Medicare Supplement Plans
219-736-7800
Medicare Part D-Prescription Drug Plans
Medicare Disability Plans
1-800-821-0604

www.scis.us • info@scis.us
219-736-7800
1-800-821-0604

Fred
M. Ulayyet
Fred M. Ulayyet

Licensed
Insurance
Agent
Licensed Insurance
Agent
Conveniently located in Merrillville, Valparaiso,
Schererville, and Munster

• Interior / Exterior Painting
• Residential / Commercial
• Free Estimates
• 3rd Generation of Ser vice
• Licensed & Insured
• Ser ving Winfield & LOFS!

Call Brian at

219-306-6648!

tions between the Congressman
and constituents.”
“Thank you to our
Merrillville office summer
interns Lilia and Peter for
their enthusiasm, hard work,
and professional support
in service to Indiana’s First
Congressional District,” said
Mrvan. “I wish them both
continued success in their
studies and future endeavors.”
Internships are currently
available in the Merrillville
office throughout the year.
For additional information
on applying for an internship,
please call 219-795-1844.
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and Removal
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Clean-up
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and Insured
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We provide excellent care of your yard while safely
removing tough trees. We use protective yard mats
for our equipment, lower branches and logs with
ropes to reduce damage to your yard, and clean up
our mess as if we were never there.
Now serving Winfield, LOFS, and the surrounding areas!
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1510 North Main Street
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A/C RECHARGE & PERFORMANCE TEST

10% OFF All Services!

Includes 1lb of R134A Freon & Leak Detection Dye
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$

WE DO IT ALL! WE DO IT RIGHT!
Most vehicles, some restrictions apply. See store for details.
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OFF
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Expires 9/14/20
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SUMMER SERVICE PACKAGE
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$

Conventional Oil Change, Tire Rotation,
Brake Inspection, Alignment Inspection

Services!

• Oil Changes • Brakes & Tires
• Collision Repair • Rust Repair

Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Expires
Expires10/10/21
9/14/20

• Scheduled Maintenance
• Complete Engine Repair
• Belts & Hoses • Transmissions • Complete Inspections
• Tune-ups • Electrical Systems • Computer Diagnostics
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Have an Extended Warranty? Bring it to us!
24-hour Drop-off • Nationwide Warranty • Price Match Guarantee
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

www.crownpointautorepair.com
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SAVE GAS

PROFESSIONAL FUEL SYSTEM SERVICE

Fuel Injectors & Top Engine Carbon Cleaning System Service with Fuel System Tank Additive

PREMIUM FUEL SYSTEM SERVICE
Starting
at:

$129.95+ TAX
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